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Illinois Ornithological Society 
President's Message 

Society lllld conservution initiutive need your help 

It i s  that time of year again when our birding and soc ial 1 i  ves get busy. 

Many of you will be chasing Lhe wintcr rari l ics and scouting your Christmas 

Count areas for that "really good bird." Seasonal parties provide an  

opportun i ty to  v i sit fami ly  and  friends as  we l l  as  Lo make new friends. 

It is also a time to consider h elping the Society by recruiting new 

members, giving gift subscriptions to your birding friends and family 
m embers, or giv i ng  a spec ial g ift of support Lo the Society. Our abi l i ty to 
meet"the obj ectives of the Society ' s  charter is limited by the operating 

capi tal , and for the past two years the budget has been very tight. We have 
two new publication projects wait ing in the w ings (Check- l i st of Ill i no is  

B irds and a new field card). We a lso have opportunit ies to start educational 
programs, something the B oard strongly supports. To pursue these acti v i 
ties, we must have a sounder funding base. 

One way to expand our fi nanci al health is to expand our membership .  

We now have aboul 5 l 2 members, and the Board has set a goal of 600 by 
December 3 l ,  1 998, and a long term goal of 1,000. We cannol achieve these 

goals without your help. Make a commitment to help promote our Society. 

Your help is also needed on the conservation front. Each of you should 
h ave heard about Lhe Teaming With Wil dl i fe (TWW) funding i n it iative to 
fund conservation programs lhat w i l l  benefi t birds and other n on-game 

wildlife. 

While thi s  i n i ti ati v e  targeted a user  fee on selected outdoor equipment, 

a new i nitiati v e  would use royal t ies from off-shore oil and gas leases to fund 
conservation and education programs. 

Current ly a d iscussion bi l l  (The Conservation and Reillveslment Act 
of' 1 998 sponsored by Representatives Don Young, John Dingel l ,  B il l y  

Tauzin ,  and  Richard B aker and Senator Mary Landrieu) has been devel
oped and is c ircul ating .  The bi l l  h as three sect ions .  Tit le 3 i s  the one section 

that i s  wri tten to i ncl ude the intent of TWW' s proposal. Conservation 
groups sti l l  supporl the TWW method of fundi ng bul  are not push ing i l, and 
instead are waiting lo see what h appens to Lhis new proposal . The National 

Teamin g  With Wildl i fe Coalit ion i s  encouraging supporters to study the 
new proposal and l et Lhe i r  Senators and Representati ves k now their v i ews.  

Prom my perspect ive,  th is  i s  one of lhc most i mportant and benefic ial 
conservation i ssues we arc facing.  J want lo encourage each of you to study 
the proposal, and then let me and, m ost importanl ly ,  your Senator.-; and 
Representatives hear your v iews.  If you need i n formalion or would l i ke Lo 
see a draft copy th is  proposal please contact rne al PO Box 9, Dundee, JL 
60 1 1  g or call me at 8Li7-428-633 I .  Good bi rding and happy hol idays. 

r[) r;-fr.- (L-t�� 6 l 1,;_ £�"! 



Letter from the Editor 

Toki' u jirst-ti111er 1111 o Cl.JC.' 

The rirst time I wenl on a CBC, many 

years ago (please don ' t  ask how many), I was 

amazed to see rob ins  i n  w in ter. It seemed 

anachro n i st ic at first ,  puzzl i ng ,  almost surrea l . 
Now T knowi ngly nod when  a new birder or 

fi rs t-ti m e  CBCer says to me,  "We saw robins  I" 

T used to th ink  the best t ime lo get some 
new fol ks hooked on b i rding was i n  spri ng, 

when T ' d  take them to my favorite warb ler  
spot and they cou l d  "ooh" and "ah" over the 

amazing array of colors.Unfortunately, while 

T' m "ooh i ng" and "a h i  ng, " these beginners 
are struggling Lo get their binocu J ars focused 

on the b ird, t hat. of course, is gone by the 

tim e  they almost find  it! They ' re frus trated, 

and I can hear them muttering,  "Th i s  i s  too 
d ifficul t ." 

B ut i n  w i n ter, i f  you show a new birder 

a lovely colored av ian creature against the 
backdrop of a dreary day, you've given them 
a gl immer of hope that maybe they can spot 

a bird, focus on it ,  and iden tify i t. With that 
phi losophy i n  mind, I encourage you to i nvite 
a new b irder to jo i n  you durin g  part of your 
Chri s tm as B ird Cou n t  day . Poin t  out the 
rob ins ,  the flocks of American Tree Sparrows 
with their c heery red caps, and yes, even the 
B l ack-capped Ch ick adees . Perhaps in the 
process you will remember w h at i t  w as l ike  
w h e n  you saw your  f i r s t  A meri can Tree 

Sparrow in the snow. The Christmas Bird 
Cou n t  season i s  a magical time for beginn i ng  
and  advanced b i rders . 

Copyright<<) by the I l l inois Orni1J10lugical Society. No part of tl1is 
journal may be reproduced withrnn lhc wnlh.:n permission of IOS 
and the chief editor, exc,•pt brief pul>l!ages c)f ti pnmgraph or less in 
which atlribution is made to the journal and :iu1tmr. 
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Eastern Bluebird Productivity 
Nest Site Selection, and Population Dispersal 

at Three DuPage County, Illinois Sites 

Abstract. - From 1 989 - 1991, 
Eastern Bluebird (Siuliu sialis) nest 

success, productivity, nest-site selec

tion, and dispersal between sites were 

studied in three different habitats in 

DuPage County, Jlli nois (The Morton 

Arboretum, McKee Marsh, and 

Fermilab). One-hundred and thirty 

nest boxes were distributed over the 

three sites. Very little quantitative 

data exist on nest-site selection, nest

ing success, percent of a population 

returning to a site, or popu

lation dispersal between 

sites. Discriminant analysis 

significantly distinguished 

between the three sites. The 

Morlon Arboretum si le co11-

si.stc11 l ly had the highest 

percentage oJ' box USC by 

Eastern Bluebirds ('.i6 <;i. 

Introduction 

By Victoria J. Byre and Mary Hennen 

3 year average), and the highest 

productivity as measured by number 

of young fledged per successfu I nest 

(3.7/nesl, 3 year average). Major 

causes of nest failure were House 

Wren (Troglodytes uedon) competi

tion (6 .7  'lo the Cirst year) and raccoon 

(Procyon lotnr) predation (I 0.7 % 

the second year). Strategic placement 

of nest boxes was the only successful 

method ofreducing House Wren com

petition without hindering bluebird 

nesting. Use or a number of anti

prcdator devices greatly reduced 

raccoon predation. Data from the 624 
adult and nestling bl uebircls that were 

banded revealed a high annual 

turn-over rate al each study site, and 

a high number of nestli ngs that were 

absent during their first adult sum

mer, but returned Lo their natal area to 

nest as second year adu Its. Over three 

years, nest] i ngs from each of the three 

study site.s were found al" the other 

two sites. Availability ol' 

suitable nesting ca vi lies is 

a major /'actor in the ulti

mate size and sl�1bility or· 

local bluebird populations 

but habitat characteristics. 

rood supply. predation. and 

nest box competition also 

arc important vari�1blcs. 

Description of 
Study Areas J\lthough .-;cicnlisls 

have conducted a number 

or detailed studies or the 

Eastern Hluebird (Siulio 

.1iu/i.1) (Thomas I lJ46. Hart-

A hundcd Eustcm Blue/Ji rd. Photo l>y Victorio J. Byre. 

DuPage County. Illi

nois, which lies approxi-

111atcly 43 k111 west of Chi-

shorne 1962, J(rieg 197 1. Pinkowski 

1977a& 1979,Gowaly 1981, Eakin 

1 983) ,  many aspects ol" thc species' 

lik history, h�1bital prderence, pro

ductivity, and population dispersal 

are still poorly understood. In Illinois 

/'or example, no quantitative clata ex

ist 011 life expectancy, surviv<il rate, 

or mortal i Ly f"aclors other than "nest 

mortality" (Clrabcr cl al. I <J7 I ). Also, 

very little quantitative data exist on 

11esting SllCCe.SS, perce11t OJ' :t popula· 
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Lion returning lo a site, or population 

dispe1·sal between nearby nesting 

sites. 

In this p�1pcr we examine East

ern Hluebircl populations in three 

separate and distinctly di l"ferent habi

tats in DuPage County, Illinois. Data 

on nest success, productivity, 11e.st 

site selection, ancl dispcrs�ll between 

sites are compared. Several ma11agc

rne11l lcchniques are also suggested. 

cago, is a heavily popu

lated and rapidly dcvclo11ing section 

or northeastern Illinois. The three 

study <treas, the Morton Arboretum 

in Lisle, IL (600 h<·1), Mcl(ee Marsh 

i 11Win1.ield, IL (240 h;1), and Femi ilah 

Naticrnal Accelerator Laboratory in 

Halavia, IL (2800 ha), all lie along 

approximately the same latitudinal 

Ii ne and are separated rrorn each other 

hy Ci lo l) km or suburban develop

ment (l,.igure I). 

Meadowlark 



The Morton A rborclurn bluebird 

trai l ,  w h i c h  consisted of 73  boxes 
by year three or the study ' is located 

in ope n ,  savan na-Lype woodl ands . 

Large oaks (Quercus sp. )  are the 

d o rn i n a n l  t r e e s ,  a n d  

L h c  g ro u n d c o v c r  i s  

composed o f  Eurasi a 11 

grasses Lhat arc mowed 

one Lo L h rcc Li mes per 

year. AL McKee Marsh, 
9 km norlh wesl or Lhe 

Arboretum ,  Lhc 4 1 -box 
lrai I is i n  open grass land 

(Bro11111.1 sp. predo m i 

nate ) Lhal borders a 3 2  
ha  man-made marsh. In 

con trast to the Arbore
t u m  s i te .  none  of lhc 

boxes at Mc Kee Marsh 
a re  u n d e r  a wooded 

canopy ; mos t  border  

fl oodpl a i n  woodl ands o r  
wooded 1-·e nce  row s  and  

some  a re  v ery much  i n  Lhe 

open (e .g .  i n  meadows on 
exposed h i l l tops) .  

Fermilab, a high-energy 

p h y s i c s  researc h l abora
tory, Lhe grounds o f  w h i ch 
are clesignaled a Nat ional  

E n v i ro nmental Research 
Park, i s  approx imatel y  6 krn 
soulhwest of McKee Marsh. 

Most  of Lhe J 8 bl ueb ird 
boxes on the s i te border a 
l 0-year old reconstructed 

prairie .  Indian grass (Sor

gostrum nutans) and b ig  
b l u e s t e m  (Andropo gon 

gerordi) are the dominant 
grasses . Part of the pra ir ie  is 
usual l y  burned each year i n  
early spring or l atefall . Scat
tered oak trees and an old 
apple (Mu/us S/l.) orchard 
prov ide canopy cover for a 
r·ew o r  l he  boxes.  F ive  of the 

1 8  boxes are l ocated along 
the edge or an old pasture. 

Lhc present s tudy.  The boxes at all 

si tes were rnoni lorccl only i rregu l arly 

h owever, and only at the Arboretum 

si le did a few pairs of b l uebirds con

si slently Clcclgc young.  

5Km 

Figure l. Local ion  o r  three DuPage Cm1111y. 
111 inoi s Eastern 81 ucbircl sludy si lcs. 

Methods 

Peterson-sty le (Henderson 1 984) 

nesl boxes, scparaled by a d i stance o r  

a t  l east 50 m and usual l y  grealer than 

N 

90 111 ( excepl for a few 
pl aced w ith in  3-6 m of 

ano lher box t o  reduce 

Tree S wall ow [Tochv

cineto  bico/ o r] c o m 

petit i on ) ,  were used at 
all three s t u d y  s i l e s .  

T h i rty-one boxes were 
added Lo Lhc Arboretum 

s i le al the begi n n i n g  o r  
the second year o r  the 

s ludy ,  and t h ree more 

were added al the start or 
Lhc t h i rd year. The num

ber  o r  boxes a t  t he  other 
two sites was kcpl v i  rtu -
a l ly  constanl d u r i n g  al l 

t h ree years o f' Lile slucly . 

Most boxes were mounted 

on e i t h e r  s m ooth  meta l  
po les  or sleel fence posts 

(T-posts ) .  A few boxes al 

Lhc Fermi s i te were al tac heel 

Lo trees. By the encl of' Lhc 
second year of the sludy,  

approxi mate ly  90% of Lhe 

1 30 nest boxes were pro
tected w i t h  at least one L ypc 

of predator guard;  usual ly  

e i ther a heavy coating of 
grease on the pole or a w ire 

"cat 'n coon guard" (Noel 
1 99 1 )  or both . 

A l l  Lhree sludy s i les had 

b l u ebi rd lrai l s  estab l i shed 
f'our to e ight  years prior  to 

Murv J-Jenne11, left, and volunteer Joun Hannet measuring 

blueiJird nest h1;x c/wracteristics at Morton J\ rhoretum. 

Throughoul the nesti ng 

period (Apri l  to mid- Au

g ust) from 1 989 through 

1 99 1 ,  a l l  boxes were moni
tored a mini m u m  of one Lo 
Lwo times per week. Dur ing  

the 1988 nes ling season,  

prior to the formal ini li at ion 
of thi s  study, 30 of lhc boxes 

a t  the Arboretum s i te were 

moni lorecl at l east weekly .  
Species use was determined 
by presence of adults or 

characteri st ics or nests or 

eggs. A nest w as defi ned as 
a box conlai n i  ng  al lcasl f'hoto hy Victorio J. Byre. 
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one egg and a succcssful nesl  fl edged 

at l east one young.  

bcr o f  nestl ings and f'l cdgli ngs, and 

presence of ccloparas i lcs such as 

b lowfly  larvae (Protoc·o/liplwra s11.) 
were a I I recorded . 

H o u s e  W re n s  (Troglodvtes 
ucdon) were d iscouraged l'rom nesl

i n g  in the bluebi rd boxes by plac i ng  

the  boxes away from shrubby, brushy 

areas and Lh ickcls .  Tree Swal low 

compet i t ion was reduced by p l ac i ng 
an add i t i onal nest box w i thi n 3- 6 m 

o r  each of '  the nesl  boxes that  was 

ravored by the swal lows .  House Spar
rows (Po.1".1·crdmnestic11s), a rare nesl 

competi lor at o ur si lcs, were dis

couraged by remo v i n g  the nest ing 
mat e r i a l  i m m e d i a te l y .  W a s ps 

(Polisitis sp.) and their nests were 
removed l'rom i n  or u nder the nest 
boxes. Where wasps were a rers i s
tenl prob lem,  petroleurnjel  ly app l ied 

to the i ns ide roof of the box d i scour
aged them from allachi ng  the i r  nests. 

B l uebird nesll i ngs were banded 

when 8 - 12 days old w i th  a slandarcl 

al um i n u m  U.S. Fish and Wi ldl ife 

Serv ice (USFWS) s i7.e I B band and 

a u n ique combination or one to three 

p las t ic ,  butt-end Lype col ored l eg 

bands.  Ad u l t  b lueb i rds, wh ich were 
banded i n  a s i m i lar rnan ner, were 

captured i n  m i s l  nesls or usual l y ,  i n  

the nesl box,  e i ther by p lac i ng a hand 
over the en t rance hole or by us i ng  a 
cardboard "trap door" that had been 
Laped LO the i ns ide top o r  the en Lrance 
hole  and propped up w i th a sli ff grass 

stem . The t rap door, w h i c h  was 

tripped when an adu l t  b i rd entered 
the box, Clapped down over Lhe en

trance hole trappi ng the b i rd i ns ide .  

Sec Read ( 1 990) l'oran i l l u stra t ion  or 
th i s  method. 

B l uebird nesl  and egg charac
teristi cs, i n c ludi ng l ay ing  <incl hatch
i ng elates, c l u tc h  s ize and color, length 
;1.nd widLh of eggs (meas u red with 

d ial cali pers to nearest 0. Imm). nu 111-

To m i n i rn iLc possi ble cte�erlion 
of the territory or nest, adu lts were 

84 

Table l. Nest box characteristics and habitat variables evaluated 

at three DuPage County, Il l inois study sites. 

Variables 

Hole height l'ro111 ground 

Hole length 

Hole width 

Direction entrance faces 

Units or ategories Recognized 
Measured in centi 111eters 

Measured i n  centi 111ete1·s 

Measured i n  cent imeters 

N. NE. E, SE, S. SW, W. or NW 

Box 1nm1nt Rouncl metal pole. steel T post. 
wooden post, tree 

Prcclalm guard Grease, wire hole guard, w 1·en guard. 
or any combination 

Distance to perch Measmccl in meters 

Di stnncc lo cover < 30 111, 30- I 00 111, > I 00 m 

Di sla11ce lo wale1· < 30 111, 30- I 00 m. > I 00 m 

Distance to roads < 30 111, 30- I 00 111, > I()() 111 

Distance to bu i kl i 11gs < 30 Ill, 30-100 111, > 1 00 111 

H e ight  of surrounding grass 0-3tl cm. 30.1-50 cm, 50.1-70 cm,> 70 cm 

Density of surrounding grass Sparse, medium, high 

Dominant  grass A11dropogo11 s17 . . Bron111.1· sp., Dw:lvli.1· .I'/>., 
Fesruca SJ' .. Phleu111 S/J., Poa .I'/!., 
Sorghusrrum s17. 

Hahital in which box was placed Oak savanna; scallcred deciduous trees or 
orchard; grassland bordering wood l nncl; 
tree-li ned r·ence-row along grassland rn· 
pastu1·e; open grassland 

not captured u n l i l  Lhe Jailer stages or 

the nesl i  ng  cycle. Most cap lu res took 

place near Lhc end of' i ncubat ion  or 

when very young ( 1-5 day old) nesl

l i  n gs were present .  Banding was not 

attem pted in rainy  weather or when 

the lcmperalu rc was below norma l .  

and  nesls were never clis lu rbed for 

more t han I 0 m i nutes al any one 
t ime .  Adults were banded whrncver 

poss i ble, espec i al ly  al the Morion 

Arboretu m  s i te,  but pr ior i ty was 

pbced on band ing a l l  nes t l i ngs al 

each study s i te .  Indi v idual b luebi rds,  

idcnl ifi ab le  by thci  r color bands,  were 

observed w i th b inoculars and spol

L i ng  scopes lo documenl  behav ior 
and di spersal to new si tes. 

Nes t box character i s t ics  and the 

habi tat su rroundi n g  each nest  box 
were assessed to t ry to determi n e  

u n iqueness o r  each study s i lc, s ig

nifi can t  nest s ite select ion factors, 
and relevance to ncsl i  ng success. F i f
teen v ariab les  were measured al eac h  

nest box (Table 1 ). Measurc.rnents 
were taken by a si ngle observer w i th in  
a five-clay pcr i  od duri n g  the  ncst i  ng  

season. Entrance hole l ength and 
w i dth and he igh t  !'rom the ground  

lo  the  bo l tom r i  111 or  the hole were 

measmed w i th a tape measure. The 

d i rection  each box foced was dcter
mi ned w i t h  a hand-he ld  compass .  

Di stance Lo  nearesl perch (> I 111 i n  
he ight)  and neares t  c losed canopy 

c o v e r  were  m e as u red  w i t h  a 
s urveyor ' s  m easuring wheel ,  as were 

d i s tances to Lhc nearesl water, road, 
and bu i ldi ng .  Di stances over 100 m 

were csti maled by paci ng .  Heigh l of 
the grass w i th i n  a 3 111 radi us  of each 

box was esti mated by stand ing  a tape 
measure pciral l el Lo th ree to fi v e  rep

resen lati ve s lems ,  m easuri ng  Lhe 
he ights  i n  the ir  "natural" pos i ti ons ,  
then  averag ing  Lhe  res u l ls .  Th e den
s i ly of the grass w i lh i n  lh i s same area 
was es l imatecl as sparse (up Lo 50% 

bare ground), h i g h  (thick carpel with 

l i ttle or no bare ground v isible) or 
mediu m  ( belwecn Lhc two extremes ) .  
Dom i nan  l grasses were es  ti mated b y  

Meadowlark 



v i sual i n spect ion of grasses w ithi n  

the 3 rn rad ius .  A larger area (I 00 111 

racli u s )  around each box was rated as 
to general habitat type accorcli ng to 

the fol l owi ng  gu idel ines : type I -

savanna (> 50')�; canopy cover) con
si st i n g  mostly of large trees such as 

oaks, type 2 - widely scattered de

c iduous trees or orchards ( < 50% 
canopy cover) , type 3 - tree l i ned 

fence row along grw;s\anc\ or pas

turelancl , or grassl and wi thi n 50 m or 

woodlands,  and type 4 - open grass
land (> 50 m away from any trees) .  

Stepwi se discrim i n ant  analys is  

(Mc:Lach lan 1992) was used to ana
lyze and compare the nest box char

acteristics and habitat variables at 
the three study si tes. Calcu lat ions 

were carried out  us i ng  the computer 
package SPSS/PC+ (Norus i s  1988). 
Descripti ve  di scri min an t  analysis i 111-

rlor ing  W i lks ' Lambda was u ti l i zed 
with m inimum F to enter and maxi

m u m  F to remove set to 1.00 ror 
stepwise variable selectio n .  For ca
nonical d i scri minant fu nctions ,  maxi
m u m  s ign i fi cance of Wilks'  Lambda 

was set to 1.00. 
Variables l isted i n  Tab le  I that 

were i ncluded in the analysis  arc 

hole hei ght, hole length, hole width,  
distance to perch ,  di stance to cover, 
di s tance to waler, d i stance to road, 
di stance to bu i ld i ng ,  grass height, 
and grass dens i ty .  The remai n i ng 
vari ables were exami ned as i nd ica
tors or habitat qual i ty or successful 
use of the nesti ng  box by b l ueb irds. 

Results 

B lueb irds nested at a l l  three 

study si tes  duri ng each year of the 
study. The Morton Arboretum s i te 
consi stent l y  had the highest percent
age o r  box use by Eastern B l uebirds 
(Table 2), and the highe�t productiv

ity as measured by n u mber of young 
fledged per success ful nes t  (Table 

3). The Fermilab s i te was cons is

ten t ly the least producti ve. 

[)iscri mi nant analys i s  s ign i l ' i 

cant ly  disti ngu i shed between the 

Vol. '7, No, 3 

th ree s i tes, correctly class i fy i ng  the 

Morton Arboretum 97% of the t ime, 

McKee Marsh 88% or the L ime, and 

Ferm i l ab 74% of the t ime. Ho le  

height and d i stance Lo  water ac

counted for 97% of the v ari ance be
t ween g ro u p s .  The m aj ority of 

m i s c l a s s i fi cat io n s  c o n rused the  

McKee Marsh and Fcrmi lab  areas. 

T n i ti al examination of use of a 

box by blueb i rds combi n ed all three 
s i tes across years. Use was correctly 

c l ass ifi ed only 74'/o o r  the time, and 

non-use was correctly c lassifi ed on ly  
57% of  the  time (barely above the 

per cent expected by prior probabil

i ty (50%). 

Compari son of use versus no-use 

of each nest box within  a study area 

was done for the Morton A rboretum 

and McKee Marsh sites . Discrimi

nant analysi s could not s ign i ficantly 

di st i ngu i sh  between the nest boxes 

used versus those not used at ci  Lher 

s i te .  The Fermi l ab s i te had too smal l  

a sample for this analysis .  

Nesting S uccess - 01' 208 bl ue

bird nests attempted in the study area 
during 1989-1991, 149 (72%) were 

succcssf u l .  E ighty-five  percent of the 

successful boxes were moun ted on 
round  metal poles and were equipped 
with at least grease as a predator 

deterrent. A n n ual variat ion i n  sue-

Table 2. Number (and percent usage) of Eastern Bluebird 
nest boxes at th ree DuPage County, Illinois study sites. 

1989: ARB MCKEE FERMI TOTAL* 
Boxes available 39 45 17 IOI 

Use by bluebirds 21 (53.8) 11 (24.4) I (5.9) 33(32.7) 

Use by House Wrens 21 (53.8) 16(35.6) 2(11.8) 39(38.6) 

Use by Tree Swal lows 3(7.7) 34(75.6) 9(52.9) 46(45.5) 

Use by Black-capped 
Chickadees 6(15.4) () I (5.9) 7(6.9) 

Use by H o u se Sparrows 2(5.1) 2(4.4) I (5.9) 5(4.95) 

Use by European S tarl i ngs () () () () 
Use by rodents () 1(2.2) 0 I (0.9) 

1990: ARB MCKEE FERMI TOTAL 
B oxes available 70 42 18 130 

Use by bluebirds 40(57.1) 13(30.9) l (5.6) 54(41.5) 

Use by H ouse Wrens 45(64.3) 12(28.6) 4(22.2) 61 (46.9) 

Use by Tre e S wallows 8( I I .4) 29(69.0) 9(50.0) 46(35.4) 

Use by Black-capped 
Ch i ckade es I ( 1.4) 5( 11.9) I (5.6) 7(5.4) 

Use by House Sparrows 2(2.9) I (2.4) 2( I I. I) 5(3.8)) 

Use by Eu ro pean S tarl i ngs I) () () () 

Use by rod e n ts () () () 0 

1991: ARB MCKEE FERMI TOTAL 
Boxes available 73 41 18 132 

Use by b l ue b i rds 42(57 .5) 7( 17.1) 3( 16.7) 52(39.4) 

Use by House Wrens 40(54.8) I 5(36.6) 7(38.9) 62(47.0) 

Use by Tree Swal lows 13(17.8) 28(68.3) l 2(66.7) 53(40.2) 

lJ se by Black-cap pe d 
Chickadees 3(4.l) 4(9.8) () 7(5.3) 

Use by House S parrows 0 () () () 
Use by European S tai- l i ngs 2(2.7) () () 2(1.5) 

Use b y rodents () () () () 

*Toto/.1· may udd up to rnore th on 1 OQO/c, since some hoxe.1· were used hy two 

nr more different  s11ecies ut difj(:rent times during the sumc seosm1. 
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cess ranged rrom 66.7% ( 1 990)  Lo 

7 8 . 3 %1  ( 1 989) (Table 3).  A n  average 

or  3 . 9  eggs was la id per nesl and an 

average o l' 3 . 5  young was lkdged per 

successfu I nes l . For a l  I seasons and 
study areas combi ned ,  approxi mately 

65"/r, of the egg.-; l aid  resul ted i n  fledged 

young (0.72 succes.-; J\1 1 nes ls x 3 . 5  

average l"Jedged per nesl  I 3 . 9  eggs 
laid per nesl ) .  

The lh ree study areas d i ffered i n  

nest success and producti v i ty . Over 

lhe l h ree-year breedi ng  per iod,  b l ue
bi rds at !he  Morlon A rboretum site 

had an average success rate of76.6%, 

and an average or 6 8 . 2 'J0 of the eggs 

l aid  resu l ted in rl cdged young. The 

bl uebird nests al the McKee M arsh 
s i le,  on l he olher hand ,  had an average 

s u ccess  rnte of 6 3. s <;;:, a n d  o n l y  
5 6 . 6  1;(, o r  t he eggs l a id resu l ted i n  

lkdged y o u n g .  T h e  Fermi  l ab s i lc had 
loo few bl uebi rd nesls to make va l i d  
compari sons .  

Failures 

During the fi rst year or t he  s tudy ,  

House Wrens  were the major  known 

cause of b l uebi rd nesl fa i l ure , res u l t

i ng  i n  a 6.7% l oss or b l u eb i rd eggs . 

This  rate dropped to 3 .0'i�' dur ing the 

.-;econd year  and rose Lo 4.7% dur ing 

Lhe t h i rdyear (Table 4) .  House W ren  
compet i t ion was  rnosl  prominent a l  

L h c  arboretum s i le wh ich  h as a grcaler 
abu ndance or lhe brushy ,  sh ru bby 
habi tat that Lhc wrens prefer. 

Duri ng the second year or  Lhe 

s l udy,  predat ion by raccoons (Prn
C)'0/1 lotor), as ev i denced by tracks 
and type o r  destructi on, was Lhe m aj or 

known cause of nest Cai I ure. Rac

coons caused no Jos.-; of  eggs at any or 

lhc s i Les in 1 989,  bul wererespons ib le  
for a 1 0 .7';� l oss of b l ueb ird eggs 
dur ing 1 990. At Mc Kee Marsh duri ng 

l l rn l  year, 25'/(; o r  lhe bl ueb i rd eggs 

were losl to raccoons .  Wi lh  lhe i n 
sta l l a t i o n  o r  a p p l i cat i on or  a n t i 

prcdator dev ices, the overall fai l ure due 

to raccoon.-; dropped lo 4'k in 1 99 1 .  

Tree Swal low cornpet i l ion  was a 

cause of b l uebird n est rai l ure on ly  a l  

the  McKee Marsh si te ( 1 1 .5 %  egg 

loss in 1 990) .  where boxc.-; were s i lu 

aled in much  more open habi lal than 

al the other two si lcs. The p l acemen! 

or  a second ncsl box w i th i n  three Lo 

six meters or  a box a! which bl ueb i rd 

and lrce swal l ow cornpcli t ion was 

occu rr ing a l most always rcsu l led in 

s uccessfu l  nest i ng  by both spec ies . 
one in the orig ina l  box and one i n  

lhc new one. J n  crne i n slance how

ever, Tree S wa l l ows nested in both 
box es , al a d istance of on ly  2 . 5  111 

apart ;  a rare occurrence for such  a 
lc rri toria l  species . 

Human i n le rference w i th  nests or  

young was not a major  fac tor unl i l  t he  
th i rd year or  the  sludy, but  d id  cause 
7 .4'1<1 0 1· Lhe eggs to fo i l  that year, 

mai n l y  rrom vanda l i sm (deslrucl ion 
or  nest  boxes,  1-ernoval  or h ardware 
etc . )  Lo occup ied nesl boxe.-;. 

Unknown causes or fai l u re i n 

c l ude s u c h  !"actors a s  i nfert i l e  or  ab-

Table 3. Eastern Bluebird nesting data for th ree DuPage County, Illinois study s ites. 

1 989A':' 1989M 1 989F 1989T I 990A 1990M 1990F 1 990T 199 1 A  

Number of nests :n 1 2  I 46 64 2 2  I 87 62 

Num ber of eggs laid 1 44 45 5 1 94 277 6 1  () 3 3 8  25 I 

Eggs/nest (clutch) 4.4 3 . 8  .'i.O 4.2 4.1 2.8 0 3.9 4. 1 

Eggs hatched 1 09 36 4 1 49 208 40 ( ) 248 1 9.'i 
(percentage) ( 7 5 . 7 )  ( 80)  ( 80) ( 7 6 . 8 )  ( 75. 1 ) (65 .6)  ( 73 .4)  (7 7 .  7 )  
Eggs hatched/nest 3 . 3  1 . 0  4 . 0  1 . 2  :l.3 1 . 8 ( )  2.lJ :u 

Nest l ings Jost 1 2  2 ( )  1 4  1 7  1 2  0 29 24 
(percen tage) ( 1 1 .0 )  ( 5 . 6 )  ( 9 .4J ( 8 .2) ( 3( )) ( I  1 .7 )  ( 1 2 . 1 )  

Young fledged of 
eggs laid 97 34 4 1 35 1 9 1  2 8  0 2 1 9 1 7 1  
(percentage) ( 67.4)  (75 .6 )  (80)  (69.6) ( 6 8 .lJ) (45 9 )  ( 64 .8 )  ( 68 . 1 ) 

Young fledged 
of eggs hatched 97 14 4 1 35 l lJ I  2 8  0 2 1 9 1 7 1  

( pcrcen lage) ( 8 8  l) )  ( 94.4)  (80)  ( 90.6) (L) 1 . 8 )  ( 70)  ( 88 . 3 )  ( 8 7 . 7 ) 

Young fledged/nest 2 . lJ 2 .8  4.0 2.9 2 .9  l.:l ( ) 2 . 4  2 .8  

Successful nests-
at least one fledged 24 1 1  I 16 so 8 ( )  5 8  4 9  
(percen tage) ( 7 2 . 7 ) (l) 1 . 7 )  ( I OU)  ( 7 8 . 3 )  (78. 1 ) (36.4)  (66 . 7 )  (7 9 ) 

Prod uctivi ty-young 
flcdged/succcssfu I 1 . 8 ':' .. 
nest 4. l l  1. 1 4.0 3 .6 1.() :u ( ) 3 . 6  1 .5  

'' /\,�M or1011 A 1·borc.1 u 111 ,  M =-o M c Kcc M arsh,  l�= Fc rrn i l ab,  T=tol a l  

1 99 1 M  1 99 1 F  1 99 1T 

8 5 

3 1  1 5  

1.9  :u i 
2 1  5 
(67.7 ) t 6 6 . 7 )  

2 .6  1 .0 

6 () 
( 28 . 6 )  

1 5  5 
(48 .4)  ( 3 1.:l )  

1 5  5 
( 7 1 . 4 )  ( 1 00)  

I . CJ 1 .0 

5 I 
( 6 2 . 5 )  ( 2 0 )  

1 . 0  5 .0 

75 

297 

3 .6 

2 2 1 

(74.4))  

2 .9 

30 
( 1 3 .6)  

1 9 1  
( 64. 3 )  

1 9 1 

(86 .4)  

1 .9 

55 

(7:U )  

3 .8 ** 

D 

:t ':' Prnd u c i i v i ly c;t lc u l ainl w i l h  ( l o p  n u 1 1 1 bcr) a n d  w i t lm u l  (bollorn n u 111 he1·) Ferrn i l ah d a l a .  w h ic h  skews 1·c s u l ls . 
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Table 4. Causes of Eastern Bluebird nest fai l u re at three D u Page County, I l l i nois study sites. 

Number a n d  percentage of eggs or nestlings lost. 

CAUSE OF 
FAILURE 1 989/\ 1 989M I LJ8LJF 1 989T I LJ90A 1 990M 1 990F I C)C)()T 1 99 I J\ 1 99 1 M  1 99 1 F  1 99 1 T  

House S parrnw () ( ) ( ) ( )  ( )  ( ) ( )  ( )  ( )  ( ) ( ) ( )  

Hou .'ie Wren 1 1  2 () 1 3  1 0  ( )  ( )  1 0  9 ( )  5 1 4 
( percentage) (7 .6 )  (4.4 ) (6 .7 )  (3 .6 )  (3 )  ( 3 .6 ) ( 3 3.3 )  (4.7)  

'free S wal low ( )  ( ) ( )  ( ) (l 7 ( ) 7 ( ) ( ) ( )  ( )  
(percentage) ( 1 1 .5 ) (2 . 1 )  

Other Eastern 
B l uebird ( )  () 0 0 5 () I I  5 4 () ( ) 4 

( percentage) ( 1 . 8 )  ( 1 . 5 )  ( 1 .6 )  ( 1 . 3 )  

R accoon ( ) ( ) ( ) 0 2 1  1 5  ( )  36 4 4 4 1 2  

( percentage) (7 .6)  (25)  ( l 0.7)  ( l .6)  ( 1 2 .9) (26.7 ) (4) 

H u m an 6 ( ) ( )  6 5 I I  () 5 1 3  9 ( )  2 2  

(percen tage) (4.2) ( 3 . 1 )  ( 1 .8 )  ( I .SJ ( 5 . 2) (29)  (7 .4)  

Weather 5 ( ) ( )  5 () ( ) ( )  ( ) I I  ( )  () ( ) 
(percen tage) ( 3 . 5 )  (2 .6 )  

Unknown 24 9 I 34 45 1 1  ( )  56 50 3 I 54 
(percentage) ( 1 6.7 )  (20) ( 20 )  ( 1 7 . 5 )  ( 1 6 .2 )  ( 1 8 ) ( l 6.6) ( 1 9 .9) ( 9 . 7 )  ( 6 . 7 )  ( 1 8 .2)  

Ou tcome 
u n k n o w n  I ( )  0 I 1 ( ) ( ) I ( )  ( ) ( )  ( )  

* A = Morton Arboretum,  M = McKee Marsh, F = Fermi lab,  T = Total 

normal eggs, fou l ly i n cu bation ,  u nex
p l ai ned  abandonm e n l  of eggs or 

young, u n explai ned d i sappearance or 
one or bolh adults, and fl uclual ions i n  

food suppl ies and weather concl i lions .  

Most  of these factors are exlremcly 
d i ffi c u l t  to verify ,  hence the l arge 
percenlage of un known causes of fai l 

ure each year. 

Banding 

Forly-Ci ve adul t Easlern B l ue
b i rds (36 females and 9 m ales )  and 
579 nesl l ings were banded cl uri  ng 

the course of the sludy (Table 5).  
Forly-seven of these (3 aclul  L Cemales 

and 44 nest l i ngs) were banded al Lhe 
Morton A rbore tum s ite i n  1 98 8 ,  be

fore Lhe formal i n i ti at ion of Lh i s  s tudy 
( with USFWS bands only) 

Thi rty-eighl  i nd iv iduals  or 8 .6'/(, 
of the 444 bluebirds banded from 1 988 

- 1 990 returned to Lhe s tudy si Les  for 

one or more years. Thi rly ( 1 9 .4%) of 
Lhe b l ueb i rds (23 n es l l i ngs and  7 

adu l ls )  banded i n  1 989,  returned i n  

1 990 ancl/or 1 99 1  (Table 6) .  Seven of 

the nesl l i ngs that returned as acl u l ls to 

nest  on the sludy si tes i n  1 99 1 ,  had 

been banded i n  1 989 and were n ot i n  

ev idence at any of Lhe s i les du ri n g  
1 990. 

The overal l n u 111ber of breedi n g  

adults i n c reased qu i te dramatical l y  
from the l'i rst L o  L h e  second year o f  Lhe 

slucly (64 adults  in 1 989 ,  9 8  adu l ls i n  

1 990). This i ncrease i n  breedi ng adul ts 

did nol come solely from the prev ious  
year' s fledg l i ngs at  each  site how

ever .  AL  Lhe Morton Arboretum s i le ,  
for example, even  though  al I n est-
1 i ngs and n ear! y 700/o ( 1 5  of 22) of the 

Table 5. N u mber of Easlern B l uebi rds banded al three Du Page County, I l l inois study sites. 

M O RTON A R B O R ETU M M C KEE FER M l  LAB Y E A R LY TOTA L  

M A R S f-1  TOTALS B AN DED 

Year Males Female� Nestl i ngs Total Ncsllings N est l ings Males Females Ncstlings 

1 988 ( )  3 44 47 ( )  ( ) I I  3 44 47 
I 9WJ 'i l 'i  97 1 1 7 34 4 5 I S  1 35 1 5 5 
l ()l)() LI 1 7  l 'n 2 1 4  2 8  ( ) 4 1 7 22 1 242 
1 99 1  I I  I 1 63 1 6'1 1 1  5 I I  I 1 79 1 80 

' l 'l l i a l s  l) 3(J 497 542 n 9 C) 36 57!) 624 

Note :  l3a1 1 c l i 1 1�' was 11ot i 11 i t i a tccl � 1 l  M c Kee M arsh or l 'c rn1 i l ab u 11 l i l  1 989 ,  

a11cl 1 10  ,,(_'l'i o u s  a t lcrnpl  was  rn adc to band adu l ts  al those s i tes . 
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adult  fem ales were banded i n  1 989, 

26 u nhanded adu l t  fema l es w e re 

presen t  al the s i te i n  1 990. All  7 of t he 

year-o l d ,  banded mal e n cs t l i ngs Lhat 

returned to n e.'->t at Lhe Morton Arbo

re t u m  i n  1 990 w ere pa i red  w i t h  

un handed females .  And,  al though al l  

but 7 ( 1 7  out of 24) of Lhe adu l t  

fem al es a n d  al l  nes l l i ngs ( 1 93 )  a t  Lhc 

Mo1ton Arbore tu m were banded i n  
1 990, 1 8  of the 29 females n es t i ng 

there i n  1 99 1  were u nhanded. 

Fi ve bluebirds had a consec u ti ve 

t h ree-year hi s tory,  and 5 b l u ebi rds 

had a th ree-year h i s tory but w i th the 

midd le  year missing.  Seventeen blue

birds returned for two consecut ive 

years during Lhe s tudy . A few indi

viduals rel urned Lo the  same box from 

wh ich Lhey had fledged or in wh ich 

they h ad rai sed youn g  the pre viou s 
year, but most b i rds m oved to other 

boxe.'-> w i t h i n  the same s t udy area 
from one year (or  even from one 

brood) to the n ext .  

W h ile most of Lhe returns were 

seen at the same s i le at w h i c h  they 
h ad been banded, there w as evidence 

of i n teraction between Lhe Lhrcc s tudy 

areas. A femal e b l u ebird banded as a 

nestl i ng at Ferm i l ab i n  1 989, n es ted 

at the Arboret u m  in 1 990; and,  a male 

banded as a n estlin g  al the Arboretum 

i n  1 989, nested a l  McKee Marsh i n  

1 990. A l so, two males banded as 
nes tl i n gs from the same nest at Mc

Kee M arsh in 1 989, rc lurnccl i n  l 99 1 ,  

after a year spen t  elsewhere, one to 

Fcrm i l ab and one Lo the arborclu rn .  

ThcrcJore, Eastern B l uebi rd nestl i ngs 

from each of the three study s i tes 

h ave appeared al the other si tcs . 

Discussion 
and Management 

Recommendations 

Dur ing our s tudy , the n umber  of 

Eastern B luebi rd nes ti ng pai rs i n 
creased from 1 1  i n  1 988 ,  before regu

l ar monitoring  began, to  a peak of  49 

in 1 990. The n umber dropped to 42 i n  

1 99 1 , despi te a s l i ght  i ncrease i n  the 

n u m ber of boxes av ai l abl e .  Also, de

sp i te a rel at ive ly  constant n umber of 
boxes ava i l able from 1 989 - 1 99 1 ,  

Lhe n umber of nests peaked at 87 in  

1 990, up from 46 t h e  year before, bu t 
dropped s l ightly to 75 i n  1 99 1 .  These 

results arc cons i s le n l  w i th the as

s u m ption t hal avai l abi l i ty of su i table 
nest i ng  cav i ties is but one of the many 

i n terdepen den t  and complex factors 

involved in Eastern B I  ueb i rd popu l a

L ion dy namics (Parrcn 1 99 l ) . 

Seven ty-n i n e  percent oflhe blue

bi rd nesti ng ac t i v i ty took p l ace al the 

Table 6. Return of banded Eastern Bluebi rds 

at  three DuPage County, I llinois study sites. 

BANDED I N :  RETURNED TN: 

1988 1989 1 990 1 99 1  
3 ad ul ts 2 adu I ts  ( 66.6 % )  I udul l  (33.3% I adu l l  (33.3 % )  
4 4  1 1es t l i 11gs ( )  1 1es l l i 11gs U nest l i ngs ( )  ncsl l ings 
47 total 2 (4.3',; ) lolal I (2 . 1 �) 10t1.1 l 1 (2 . 1 % ) lot<i l 

1989 
20 adults  - 7 adu l ts  0 5 % )  2 acl u l ls ( J O% )  
1 35 11cs l l i 11gs - 1 6  11cs l l i 11gs ( I  1 .9',; , )  1 2  11esl l i  ngs (8.9',; )'  
1 55 tot a l  - 23 ( 1 4. 8%)  lola l  14 lolal  (CJ . ()% ) 

1 990 - - 2 adu I ls ( 9 _ 5 ',;, ) 

2 1  adu l l s  - - 3 ncs l l ings ( I  .4'ii ) 
22 1 11cs l l i 11gs - - 5 lolal  ( 2 . 1 <;;.) 

242 lolal  -

,, Scve11 or lhcse 11es l l i 11gs  we1·c llO l Sl'Cll i 11 I CJlJ ( )  hul  rel urned to breed i n  l lJ'J I .  
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M orton Arboretum where the habi  Lat 

cons i s ts of open grassy areas wi th 

scattered trees and sh rubs.  D i scr imi

nant  anal ys i s  wel l d i s t i ngu ish ed the  

Lhrcc sites .  The two s i tes that  had the  

least  b l u eb i rd use  (Ferrn i l ab and 

M c K ee M a r s h ) had L h e  m o s t  

between-group cunfus i on , which .' Llp

ports the hypothesi s that s i tes with 

subopt ima l h abi tat wou ld have Lhc 

most m i sc la ss i Cicat i on w i lh eac h 

other . 

With the  vari ables used i n  th is  

study,  d iscriminant  anal ysis  cou ld not 

d i sti ngu i sh  between boxes used ver
sus  those n o t  u sed. The resu l ts were 

exam i ned for i nd i cat i on s of b l ueb ird 
preference .  Further studies m ay amt

lyzc a wider range of v ariables i n  

grea ter detai l a s  the in terpretati on of 
the data warrants.  Overal l , shorter 
grass h e ight  w as fou n d  at the Arbore

tum (an average he i ght of 62 c rn  as 

opposed Lo 70 cm at McKee Marsh 

and Ferrn i l ab ) .  The preference Cor 
shorter grass was stren g then ed when 

hol e h ei ght was also cons idered.  The 

mean ho le  hei ght for the arboretum,  

1 7 1  c rn,  was h i gher  than that fou n d  at 

the othenwo s i tes ( 1 24 c m  for McKee 
Marsh ,  1 52 crn for Fenn i l ab) .  

Our discri m inan t  analysis  res u l ts 

concur w ith past s t udies o f  b l uebi rd 

h a b i t a t ,  co n Ci rm i n g L h e  Eas tern 

B l ueb i rd ' s preference for open areas 

w i t h  scattered trees and sparse or 
rel at ivel y short h erbaceous vcgcla

L ion ( W i l l ner el al . 1 983 ,  Munro and 
Rounds 1 985 ,  Parren 1 99 l ,  Pogue 

and Sch nel l 1 994) .  The i mportance 

of short grass or  sparse vcgctati on as 
forag ing area for b l uebi rds may be a 

key fac tor i n  Lh i s  habi tat  preference , 
more i mportant t han entrance ho le  

height  or  the grass h ei gh t  t o  entrance 
hole he ight  rat io ( P i n kowski 1 977b,  
Power l 980) . 

Co m pet i t i o n fro m 0 L l1 er  

cavi ty- nes t i ng spec ies i s  a factor tha l  
can great ly  i n fl uence bl uebird nest

i n g  success, an d one Lhal  can  nev er be 

compl e i el y cl i m i  naled ( M u n ro and 

Rou nd.'-> 1 985 ) .  A I though l louse Wren 
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com pel l t 1011 ror ne.sl boxes was re

duced by p lac ing  lhe boxes away 

fro m lhe shru bby arca.s wrens prefer, 
w re n s  were s t i l l  a major cau .sc or 

bl ueb ird nest fai l u re d u r i n g  all t h ree 
years or lh e s tudy .  Because H ouse 

Wrens arc .•rn1al ler  lhan b luebirds, 

t here i s  I itt le lhal can be done to 

terr i tory . Prcca u lions  taken to pre

venl  lhem from success l'u l l y  ga i n i ng 

access i n i t i a l l y  w i l l  save  much  L ime 

and efforl l ater, as  raccoon s  are  v ery 
pers i sten t once they have rou ml a 

rood source. Nest  boxes shou ld  a l 

w a y s  be mounlcd al l east I . 3  m above 

the grou nd on smooth round poles 

make a b lueb i rd nest box 

"wrcn-pro o /'" and s l i 1 1  

acccplablc to b lueb i rds .  

Several ho le  de.s igns and 

"wren guard.s" ha  vc been 
t 1· ied o n  bl uebi rd boxes 

( Be rn e r  1 990,  B e rn er 

1 99 1 ,  Be rner and Plei nes 
l 993 ) , and a w ren guard 

des i g n e d b y  l)o l  l o c k  

( J l)8 9 )  was lried 011 sev
eral  o l '  our  boxes .  Rc
s u  I l s  o l- our tes l s  and 

lhose o r  lhe olhers show 
lh�1 l  wrc 11 s were st i l l  able 
Lo g a i  11 access t u  nesl 

boxes lo bu i l ei nests o r  

destroy b l ueb i rd egg.s .  
F:o.1tcm Bluc/Jird.flcdgling. Photo h1' Victoriu J. Ffrrc. 

The o n l y  e lfec l i vc way lo reduce 

compc l i l i o n from House W re n s i s  by 

t r i a l  and e rror;  e .g . ,  reloca t i ng nes l 

boxes used by w rens ( usual ly  to more 
open areas )  u nti l they ri nd  t h e m  un
acceptable ( Parren 1 99 1  ) .  

B oxes  p l aced i n  open areas 

should be mon i tored closel y  for Tree 
S wal low compet i t ion . l f  a second 
box is p laced w i t hi n  3 - 6 111 of l hc 
contested box, Lhe c ha n ces of hav in g  

bolh species ncsl  success l'u l l y  wi l l 

be i ncreased. 

The fact tha l  raccoon-caused 
nest fa i l ures rose Crom 0% in 1 9 89 lo 
I 0.7% i n  1 990 may represen t learned 
behavior by the raccoons .  By us ing  
several an l i -predalor management 
l cchn i que .s (mou n t i n g houses on 
smoolh metal pol es ,  greas i ng lhc 

poles with  w hite l i th i um grease, and 

attach ing  w i 1-e guards to l he  fronts or 
lhe boxes) overa l l  egg l oss due  Lo 
raccoons was reduced lo 4% lhc fol
low i ng year. l l  is sa l'c to ass u me lhat 
eventual ly  a raccoon w i l l  !' i nd and 

t ry lo i n v"s l i gale any n e s l  boxes i n  i ts  
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lhat have al least a 0 . 5  rn w ide, l i beral 

co�1 t ing  o f  grease ( carnuba car wax 

may be a less messy a l tern at i ve  
(Dav i s  1 993) .  I n  h i gh r i sk  areas , an  

a n l i -predalor dev ice  shou ld  a l so  be  

attached below or  onto the fron l  of  
the n e s l  box.  The N o e l  "cat 'n  coon" 

guard (Noel 1 99 1 )  appeared to work 

wel l  in our appl i cation .  The "bird 
guardi an ," a lube-l i ke commerc ial l y  

avai lable predator guard that fits over 

the e nt rance hole has not proved ef
fect ive ( Berne r  1 99 1 ,  Berner a n d  

Ple ines  l 993) .  

H u m a n -cau sed nesl  fai l u res can 
besl be prev ented by strategic  place

ment  o f  lh c nest boxes ( especial l y  
away from rrcq ucntly used paths or 
roads) and i n formati ve s ignage and 
publ i c  educat ion .  

W h i l e  a n u rnber ofEastern B l ue

b i rd s  retu rned to t h e i r  pre v i o u s  
year ' s  nest i n g  areas th e rol l o w i n g  

year, a surpr i s i ng ly  large n um ber of 
u nbancled adu l t  bi rds appeared each 

srr in g , d espi te lhe fact that a l l  n csl
l i ngs and mosl  adu lt  females ( lh c  

m a j o r i ly of which  nested success

ful l y )  were banded a t  each study .s i le 

du ri n g  t h e  prev ious  years. This find

i ng i s  somewhat contrary lo a study 

done by P in kowski ( 1 979)  i n  wh ich  
the  n u mber ofEastern B lueb i rds nes t

i ng i n  an area g radua l ly  i ncreased 

a l'te1· the i n i t i a l  pro v i s io n or nest 

boxes, because young b i rd s  

l h at w e r e  reared i 1 1  lhc  area 

were ret u rn i ng L hcrc lo breed, 

and adu I ts  that were s ucccs.s

l'u l i 11 lhc area were rcl u rn i  ng 

there ! ' or  subseq uent  ncsl i  ngs .  

W h i l e  o u r  b l u e b i rd popu l a
t ion a lso i ncreased qu i  le dra

mat ica l l y ,  many o l' lhc  bi rds 
were " new" lo each s i lc each 

year, and look ad vantage or 

lhe abu ndance o r  nest  boxes 
prnv i ded. Th i s  high t urnover 
rate was s u rpri s i ng and ce1"

l a i n ly  wou l d  not h ave been 
s u spected had Lhe band i n g 

s tudy nol  been done.  

Pre l i mina ry ban d i n g re
turns  also ind i cate lh at a l arge n u m 

ber ofnest l i ngs Crom o u r  s t udy areas 
spent the ir  first adu l l  s u m mer some

whe re olher lhan their h atch i ng  s i lc, 

then returned to the ir  ha tc h i n g s i le 
dur i n g  the i r  second adu l l  year to nest. 

Whether  t hese two-year-olds nested 

somewhere else dur ing lheir first 

summer is u nknown .  

O u r  bandi ng returns also show 

lhal local bl uebi rd pop u l at ions do 

intermix.  A reas of h igher  proclucli v

i ty, s u c h  as lhe Morton Arbore l u rn  

s i l e  may prov ide a source of  bi rds for 
areas of l ower produc t i v i ty such as 
the McKee Marsh a nd Fermi l ab siles. 

Li kew i se,  areas of h ig he r  q u al i ty 

habi tat may draw b i rds to lhern Crom 
less su i tab l e  areas. 

Many factors are in vol vcd i n  l he 

u l ti mate s i ze and s lab i l i ly of a local 
Eastern Bl ueb ircl popu l at ion .  The 

avai l abi l i ty o f  su i table nest ing cavi
t ies i s  certa i n l y  a major factor, but 

food s upply ,  predators and competi 

tors, habitat c har�1cteri s l ics ,  and lo
cal  and regional  weather coml i lio 1 1 s  
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arc also i rnporlant factors that i nfl u 

ence  s ize and  success of local popu

l ati ons .  I L  seems l i kely thal if good 

qual i ty habi lat w i t h i n  the Eastern 

B l uebi rd ' s  nest ing range con tai ns  

proper ly  mon i tored nest  boxes, hi ue

bi rds w i l l  eventual ly colon ize the 

area prov ided the rcgi on a l  popu I a

t ion ba:.;e i .'i suffic ient ly  h igh .  These 

local areas, espec ia l ly  those that pro

v i de preclator p roof nest ing boxes, 
can aid in i ncreasi ng  the Eas lcrn 

B l uebird ' s  ne .'iti n g  success. 
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The 1997 Illinois 
Christinas Bird Count 

Nearly every bi rder c la i med Lhc 

d i scovery o f  good b i rds and h igh  

num be rs d u ri 11 g  Lhe 1 997 J l l i no i ."> 
Christ lllas B i rd Counl .  Th is  phenom
enon was probabl y  due ,  in  parl, to  Lhe 
El N ino  w i nds .  Predominate ly  soulh
erly warm ai r Cl owecl through 
T l l i no is  dur ing the later par t  of 
Lhe cou n l period, 1 9 Dec. 1 997-
4 J an .  1 998 ,  g i v i n g  observers 
spr i ng- l i ke wealher  i n  ear l y 
w in ler. Des p i le a 5- i nch snow

fal l  in north ern I l l i n o i s  0 11 
Chrisl lllas Eve, b i rds lhal were 
su pposed Lo deparl I i  ngered and 
many count ci  re Jes recorded al 1 -
t i me  h igh species counls .  The 
expected w i nter !'i nch i n vas ion 

B y  Dav i d  B. Johnson and A l an F. Stokic 

(92) ;  Chautauqua, a record count (90) ; 
Crane Lake/Sangamon (90) ; Spring
J'i eld ,  another record count (90) ; and 
Evan .">to1 1  (90) ,  a record count ( i n  36  
years) and su rpri s ing for northern 
I l l i no i ."> .  Col l i n s v i l l e  h ad Lhe h i ghest 

cou n t  c i rc le  map; b l ank  c i rc les i nd i 
cale counls  no l  reporled to  us Lh i s  
year  or border ing c i rc l es that do nol 
report their counts ) .  

CBC Firsts and Rarities 

did happen , but for some counls,  
fi nche."> mai n l y  tri ck led in and 
waterb i rds rema i n ed i 1 1 one  
place. Passcri nes stayed long 
enough for some counls lo bol Ye/101 1 · -breusted Chut. Little Red Schoolhouse, 

The top rarity prize goes 
to Lis le  Aborelum ' s  Ycllow

brcasted Chat (see p hotograph ) 
at Lhe L itt le Reel School house 
Forest Preserve in Cook County. 
The b ird feasled on bees L hat 
emerged from Lheir  h i v e  dur ing 
the w i nier warm-ups ' A slale 
and CBC J'irst were Lwo Eur

asian Collared-Doves at Car
l y l e  Lake. These two b i rds at
tempted to breed in winter and 
were wel I -documented by pho
Lographs .  Th i s  rap id ly  colon iz
i n g  species was also recorded al 
Champai gn . Th is  i s  the second 
record for I l l i no is  of this i n v ad
i n g  specie."> .  sler l andb i rd Lal l i  es .Th i s  m ix  of 

good w aler and l an d  b i rd mun
bers a long with some wi nier 
fi nches gave I l l ino is  compi lers 

T h e  w e  1 1 - d o c u  m e n  ted 
Prairie Falcon at C l i n ton Lake 

Cook Co. 31 Dec. 1 997. This clwt wintered here (sec 
scosonul highlights f(1r detuils) uml wus ol1served 
ut the Lisle A rhoret111 1 1  Chri.1·t11 1us Bird Count. 
Photo l1y Joe B. Milo.1°e l 'ich. 

was the most  ou tstand ing raplor 
fi nd.  Li ngeri ng  shorebi rds incl uded 
fiv e  Pee Loral Sandpipers al Meredos ia 
Is land, a count week G realer Yel low
l egs,  three Least S andpipers and two 
Dun l i ns al Mermel Lake and another 
al Pere Marquette. C l i nton Lake' .<.; 
Sedge Wren was a wel l -documented 
fi nd .  A count  week Varied Thrush 

was at a feeding s lation al .J ol i et .  

the r igh l  stuff' 

Resu lts from 6 1  cou nls i nc l uded 
1 69 species ,  i nc l ud ing  one exotic 
Monk Parakeel, a Ba l l imore Oriole 
(actual l y  in Towa ) ,  and the u n banded 
Trumpeter Swans at Crane Lake/ 
Sangamon. The resu l t  was 20 speci es 
h igher Lhan Lhc 1 9% I l l i nois  CBC.  

Ren cl Lake l ed the way w i th  l 04 
spec ies ·- a remarkab le  tota l .  N i ne  
o l  her  cou nts recorded 90  or more 
spec ies ,  !'our  or wh i ch  were reporled 
as al I - L ime record spec ies cou nts :  Cy
p tTss C reek (%);  Carly le  Lake (95 ) ;  
C l i n lon Lake ( 9 3 ) ,  a record cou nt ;  
U n ion Coun ly (92);  1-l orscshoe Lake 

Vol. '7, l\Jo. 3 

number of i n d i v idua ls :  1 ,206, 1 89 .  
Fermi l ab/Batav i a fie lded Lhe highest 
n umber of  observ ers in the stale, 95 . 
Tn second pl ace was Lis le ,  wi lh  63 
observes.  E v anslon ca Ille in t h i rd 
w i th 57 observers . 

We welcome a new counl  and 
al l  their Greater Prai ri e-Ch ickens,  a l l  
I 03 of  them to  be  exact, f'rom Newlon 
in  the southeast central porl ion o r  our  
state. Jeff Walk  comp i l ed th is  coun l . 
We a l so welcome Mermel Lake i n  
t he  south, compi led b y  Frank  Bennetl . 
A l w, Lhanks  Lo Larry Hood J'or resur
rcc l ing  Lhe H us hne l l  Coun l  (sec lhe 

Some i n secli vores l ike w arb lers 
were nolecl more Lhan usual in Lhe 
s late; !'our  Orange-crowned Warblers 
were clelected on four counls :  Mor
r i s/W i l mi n g lon (see pho lograph ) ,  
K i shwaukee, Springfield,  and Rend 
L a k e .  S p r i n g l' i e l cl  h ad a w e l l -
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descri bed Nash ville Warbler. A n  
e x c e l l e n t  t a l l y  o r  1 ,062 Y e l l o w 

rumped Warblers w a s  noted on J .'i  
coun t s .  Rend Lake had the  only other 
Pine Warbler besides Crab Orchard ' s 
five .  Evanslon recorded i ls l'i rs! ever 
Pal m  Warb le r  as did M i dd l e J'ork 

R i ver  Val l ey and B a l d w i n Lake/ 
Kaskask ia  R i ver Va l l ey .  Rock l'ord 
and Decatur  recorded t he i r  l'i rsl ever 
Common Yel lowLh roats and othe 1· 
s i ng l es were al Ca lumet/Sand Ridge, 
Crane Lake/Sangamon and Ba ldw in  
Lake. A coun t-week W ilson's War

bler was al S pri ngfie ld .  

Other un u s u al b i rds i n c l u ded 
2 1  American White Pel i cans on f'i ve 
counls  along the Miss i ss ippi R i ver 
with Pere Marq uette record i ng the  
h ighest  n u m ber, 1 6 . A n  American 

Bittern was recorded al Carlyle Lake, 
and a Great Egret was recorded al 
Jackson.  Four and six Ross ' s  Geese 
appeared al Rene! Lake ancl Un ion 
County ,  respect i vely .  Also ,  most 
unusual was Lhe apparent  Ros s ' s  X 
S now Goose h ybrid al Rockford. 
Twenty B l ue- winged Teal (on s ix  
counts) ,  a b i rd normal ly  i n  Central 
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America by t h i s  l i me , p u l  i n  a good 
showing .  The only scoters were a 
count-week B l ack Scoler at Wau
kegan , lwo Whi te- wi ngeds at Evan
ston,  and a c o u n t- J'i rs l S u r f' !'o r 
Decatur .  A J'ema le  Hllrlequin Duck 

was al a je lly i ntake, reeding on ze

bra m usse l s  in Lake M ic h i gan  al 
Wau kegan . So l i t ary Merl i n s  w ere 
nolcd al Thorn Creek/Park Forcsl,  
K i s h waukec,  C l i 11 to 11/ lowa, Mere
dos i a  l s land ,  and Cypress Creek. 

Fou r  Northern Goshawks were 
reported on four counts .  Th is  species 
h as l ong  been absen t  l'rom I l l i no i s  i n  
wi n te r .  Two S a nd h i l l  Cranes  a l  
C h i l l icothe were noleworlhy ,  and 
count-week b i rds were detected at 
Waukegan and Li s l e  Arbore t u m .  
Midd le  Fork Ri ver Val ley h ad the 
only Sora. The only uncommon g u l l s  
were Lesser B lack-backed G u l l s  al 
Ch icago Lakcfron !  and C a l u me t/ 
Sand R idge p l u s  a count week b ird 
at Spr ingfie ld . Onl y  l'our G l aucous 
G u i  ls  were recorded on four  coun ts 
w i th t h e  souLhernrnost at E l sah .  A 
noleworthy jacger species w as re
corded al Rend Lake. The s late ' s  
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only Barn Owls  were t hree al Cy
press Creek . Waukegan and I l l i n i  
reported t h e  on ly  Lwo Snowy Owls  
(Ch icago Lake f'ronl a l so h ad a cou nt
week b i rd ) . An apparen t  Barn Swal

low was at Carly le, bu l  no detai l s  
were reported. 

The lone northern 1 1 1  i noi s Ameri

can Pipit was Eva1 1s!on '  s Fi rsl and 
perhaps a ri rst wi n teri ng record !'or 
northern l l l i no i .-; .  Wel l -docu111cn led 
S pot ted Towhees were ta l l i ed at 

Barri ngton and Chau tauqua . Fou1· i 111 -
malure l 'emalc  I ndigo B u n t ings were 

al Rend/C�lf l y le (2) and Horseshoe 
Lake. The only Le Conle ' s  S parrow.-; 
were two each at Cypress Creek and 
Carly l e  Lake. The on ly  Vesper S par
rnw was at Crane Lake/Sangamon 
pl u s  a c o u n t -week  b i rd was a t  
Champaign .  So l i tary Harr i s ' s  S par
rows were at Van Patten,  Davenport, 
and Cypress Creek .  A remarkable 1 1  
Harri s ' s  Sparrows were reported al 
Elsah and 25 at Humis ton Woods, 
b u l  no detai l s  accompan ied the re
ports, so lhe clala were deemed i n ac
c ur ate . Wel l-described .-;ol i  Lary Ch ip
p i ng Sparrows were a l  Horseshoe 
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Lake and Pere M arquelte.  A 
B re wer ' s B l ac k b i rd was  al  
Mern1el Lake. 

One of  L i le 1 1 1osl i 11 Lcresl i  ng 

I i  ngcrc rs was a B altimore Ori

ole ( i 1 1  I i\ )  at Daven porl .  

F inal l y ,  the agony o l' the 

bird th at did NOT count on 
Lh i s  y ear' s CBC was the b i rd 
two m i l e s  0 1 1 l s i dc o f  Leon 
H e n d ri c k s o n ' s  C o l l i n s v i l l e  
c i rc le,  a ma le  Rufous Hum

m i ngbird L h at  w i n t c rc d  i n  
I l l i no i s .  

Red Crossbi l l s  statewi de i n 
c l ud i ng 4 at K ish waukec, I at 
Chau tauqua,  5 at Muslcat i nc,  
and I al Pri ncc lon/Cordova .  
The creme de /1 1 creme w i 11 Le r  
!'i nch  fi nd goc.-; lo  Lhc  wcl l -clc
scribed pair or  Pinc Grosbeaks 

al McHenry. Even ing Grosbc�1ks, 
however, were conspicuous ly  

absent .  

High Counts 

Regularly Occurring 
Species 

G rcal B l u e  Herons were re-

Orwzgc-crowned Worhlcr. Des Pluines Conscr
l'otion A rea, Will Co.30 Dec. 1 997. This hi rd wus 
seen 011 the Morris- Wilrnington Christmas Bird 
Count. Photo hy Joe B. Mi/o.1•cpich. 

Twelve 11cw al l - L ime s lale 
h igh cou nts were set and one 
was L i ed 1·o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
species tolal recorded w i t h i n  
a coun t  c i rc le .  Observers re
corded 78 Pied-billed Grebes 

al Rend Lake, 1 8 1  Great Rluc 

Heron s  at Carl y l e  Lake,  7 corded i n  u n usua l l y  h igh  m1111-
bers. Observers reported I ,  1 65 ind i 
v idua ls  i n  5 2  count c i rc l es ,  perhaps 
reflecti ng  on the expan d i n g  breed i ng  
co lon ies i n  bolh l \ l i no i s  and  to  the 
norlh (see h i stogra111 ) .  B u rgeon ing  
Canada Geese defy i magi nat ion and  
arc becom i ng a n ui sance i n  suburbia .  
Observers counlec\ record n u m bers 
of 22,5 1 7  and 1 2,45 1 i nd iv idua ls  al 
B arri n gton and Rockford rcspec
L i  ve l y ,  m i r ror i n g  an i n creas i n g  
porrn l at ion stalewide. F ifty-seven 
O l dsquaws  ( i n  fi ve c i rc l e s  w i th 
Carly le Lake bei ng  the southernmost) 
seems tro u b l esome as t h i s  spec ies 
used to w i n ler in greater n um bers on 
Lake M i ch igan .  Evanston was the 
on ly  count  w i th  44 indi v idua ls  at  
the lakefront .  

No G ray Partridge records were 
noted Lh i s  year. 

S Larvcd Rock had a record 24 
B a l d  Eag l es in northern I l l i n o i s .  
B i rders recorded I ,(l53 B al d  Eagles 
in I l l i no i s  and Lhe Iowa counts i n
cl uded here. These nu mbers are lower 
than la .-.;t year' s ( see h istogram ) per
h aps i nd icat i ng  the species wa.-.; w i n 
leri ng  1·arther norlh d u e  L o  t h e  warmer 
weather .  

Several co111pi  lers com mented 
that somcc owls were sparse w h i l e  
others l i ke G reat Horned,  Eastern
Sc rc.ccc h .  G ar red, and S horl -earccl 
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Owls were rel ati ve ly  com mon . ln  
Lhc  spar.-.;c cleparlment  were 2 1  Long
eared Owl s  recorded in 1 2  count  
c i rc les  and on ly  fou r  Northern Saw
whet  Owls  statewide, two at M iddle 
Fork R i ver  Val l ey and one each al 
Thorn Creek/Park Forest and C l i n ton 
Lake .  B i rders cou nlec\ 1 , 1 4 1  Red
headed Woodpeckers (a b ird of spe
c ial concern) i n  50 cou n t  c ircl es .  This 
n u m ber is  higher than the 640 count
ed in 48 c i rc l es l ast  year. The 684 
Red-breas ted N u t h atches in 57  coun t  
c i rc l es represents t h e  second highesl  
state total in  at  l east 1 0  years (see 
h i stogram) .  How, if at al l ,  does th is  
correlate to th is  year' s winter  fi nch  
i nvas ion?  Was i t  clue  Lo  a cone crop 
failure farlher norlh? 

Only 9 Northern S hrikes were 
recorded Lhis year ( i n  seven c i rc les ) .  
Fifly-one Loggerhead S hrikes were 
counted in 1 5  c ircles, two in cen tral 
and Lhe rest i n  southern Tl l i nois .  

Irruptive Species 

The w i n ler fi nches ! They were 
best represen ted by 1 ,8 1  () P ine Si  skins 
( i n  40 count c i rc les) ; I 1 8  Common 
Redpo l l s  ( i n 9 count circles,  none i n  
southern Il l ino i s ) ; 97 Wh i te-wi nged 
Crossbi l l s ( i n  5 cou n t  c i rc l es)  w i th 
Spri ngfie ld  havi ng  1 3  b i rds,  the far
thest south in the  state; and on l y  1 1  

Trumpeter Swans at Crane  Lake/ 
San gamon (some of  w h ic h  were 
unbanclccl or u ncol larcd) ,  3,852 Ring

n ecked D u c k s  a n d  93 Hermit 

Thrushes at Cypres.-.; Creek, and 5 
Pectoral S andpipers at Meredosia 
I s l a n d .  An a m az i n g  ta l l y of 38 
Short-eared Owls was recorded at  
Newlon (a  new coun t  c i rc le ) .  Horse
shoe Lake, h owever, captured fou r  
a l l - L ime high counts of: 10  House 

Wrens, 4,500 American Robins, 62 
A merican Pipits and 1 ,500 White

throated S p arrows. U n ion County 
had a record 203 E astern Bluebirds 

and 83 Hermit Thrushes. Crab Or
chard NWR, once again ,  recorded 5 
Pinc W arblers. The 998 L apland 

Longspurs al M i ddle  Fork R i ver 
Val l ey was a s ign i ficant h i gh coun t  

for central l l l inois .  

Documentation of Rarities 

No rel i able ev idence ex is ts for 
wi n tering  Ospreys i n  I l l i nois .  Two 
reports on this year' s CBC were un
convinc ing to  the I l l i no i s  Ornitho
logical Records Comrni llcc. B i rders 
m usl be aware that  "whi le-be l l ied" 
B ald Eagles can o ften be confus i ng  
al a cl i s la nce, especial l y  Lhosc i nd i 
v idual eagles th al h a  vc dark in  the 
nearly a l l -whi le head, appeari ng  as 
i 1 · t here' s a d ark eye-stri pc. Hard 
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ev idence such as a photograph or v ideo may be n ecessary 
Lo proper ly  doc ument a w i n teri ng Osprey i n  I l l i no is .  

Carefu l  scrutiny and descript ions m ust also accom
pany B rewer' s B l ackbird reports for wi nter in l l l i noi s .  
Descri ptions i n  lhc  fie ld  arc req u i red for lh i s  spec ies '  
accep tance and other notab le  ex lremc departures and 
rari t ies on a l l  I l l ino is  CBCs.  

Ack nowledgments 
and Comments on Documentation 

Thanks lo al I compi lers and observers who noled 
h igh l ights th i s  year for their respecti v e  coun ls. You made 
our job a lot eas ier '  Any errors o r  omiss ion  or a n y  
inaccuracies o f  t h e  data herei n are the authors . A s  a 
general note to compi lers Lhe ' 'sp." or spec ies  clala o f  
CB C s  i s  someti mes excessive on some counts often t o  the 
poi n t  where too many bi rd.s are being un iden t i fied. Th i s  
i n formal ion i s  discouraged 1·ro 111 submi ss ion .  We recom
mend the use of these sp.  re ferences on ly : duck, scaup, 
mergan ser, acci p i lc r, butco, l'al con,  hawk, gul l ,  ow l ,  spar
rnw, meadowl ark, and h lackh ird sp. /\ I I  other sp. lhal arc 

94 

Code 

cw 

de\ 

eel 

gel 

he  

HC 

imrn 

n c  

N C  

n d  

p s  

p h  

qd 

rn 

IT 

ud 

y , nn-c 

Key to Tables 

Description 

(,'_OUnt l,\l_eCk on ly  (3 days before 0 1· arlc1·) 

Q.cta i 1 s Q.es i red 

peel l en t  gctai ls  

good detai l s  

h igh  c:_ounl for lhat c i rc l e  

A l l -t ime High  Count  l'or the state 

i m mature 

new spec ies to that c i rcle ' s  c:_oun l  

New to  the  s tate ' s  C_ounl  species ! i sl 

110 .details 

£resen t for fi.Ornetirne 

Photographed 

_gueslionab l e  .detai l s  

rem arkab l e  11u mbcr 

rem arkabl e  record 

.L!llCOnvi ncing delai l s  

young,  no neck c:_o l l ars 

Docurncn lecl species 

boldface S pecies/number/i temof note 

nol i dent ifi ed i n  the fu ture count reports wi l l  be dropped 
from pub l i cal ion , un less the compi l er states a good 
argument lo i nc lude the dala. 

The 99th Chri s tmas B i rd Count wi l l  be he ld  Friday, 
1 8  Decem ber 1 998 through S unday , 3 January 1 999. 
Unt i l  then , good b ird ing ' 

-Do11id B. Johnson, 

50� Crown Point Dril'c, 

Buffctlo Grove, IL 60089 

-Alon. F. Stokif', 

I N  E. Kuthlccn Drive, 

Pork Ridge, IL 60068 

Editor's Note: With this issue of Meadowlark 1 1 ·c udO/it 

the .\'l'l/lfCl1<'C o(/Jird.1· os /J1 tlili.1hcd in the sc l'cnth edition oj' 

the J\rncrin1n Ornitholugi.1·ts ' Union Chcck-lisr oj' North 

i\mcricun Rird.1, is.rncd .Julr of / 998. A cm1111/c1c listing oj' 

lllinoi.1· /Jirds j(il/owing the 11/JL/utcd tu.11mom 1· is /icing 

prcporcd /Jv the Illinois Ornitlw/ngicol Rccord.1· Co111mittcc. 
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SpecieJ 
Common Loon 
Pied-bi!led Grebe 
nomed Grebe 
Double·ercsted Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Bl:lck-crowned Night-Heron 

Greater \\'hire-fronted Goose 
Snov.• Goose 
Ross':s Goosc-

Ros5':s Goose X Snow Goose 

C2r1ada Goose 
MutcS\1. 311 
T;mdra Swan 
\Vood Duck 
G:idwall 
.-\mencan \\"i2�n 
American Sh.ck Duck 
,\J,Jl,,-d 

Mallarcf X Black Hibrid 
Mal!ard X Wood Duck 

Blue-winged Tenl 
�orthem Shov�ler 
Northern Pint:UT 
Green-winged Teal 

C:mv.:isbacK 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Less�r Scs.uo 

scauo so 

Harieouin Duck 

Surf Scoter 

\Vhite-winc.ed Scoter 

Black Seater 
Oldsquaw 

Buffiehead 
Common Goldeneye 
Hooded '.\-teu�anser 
Common Merg:mser 
Red-breasled �ier�anser 
Ruddy Duck 
duck sp 

�rud Eaele 
adi.1\ts 

immatures 
unknown 

Northern Harrier 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper s H3wk 
Northern Goshawk 

accitpiter so 
Red-shouTdered Hawk 
Red-ia.iled H:ruik 
Roucli-legged l!zwk 
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Spec:ie� 
\\/ild Turkey 

Nor"Jicm Bobwhite 
Sandhill Crane 
.\rne:ic:ui Coot 
Killdeer 
Common Snipe 
Bcnap.:!..'1e·s Gui! 
King-bdled Gull 
Hemng Gull 
Th�ser's Qui! 
Lesser S l :ick-b:icked Gull 
Gl:!.ucous Gull 
gull sp. 

Rock Dove 
\.1ouming Dove 
E:is1.em Screech-CM:! 
Gres! Homed Ov.tl 
5noW)' Qv.•J 
B.1ITcd o,.,.r 
Long-eared CNll 

Shon-ea.red Owl 
Northern S2w-whet Owl 

owl sp 
Beited Kin.i;,ftsher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied S3.psucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 

J\"orthem flicker 
Pilcated Woodpecker 
Northern Shrike 
Blue Jay 

r\merican CfUVll 

Homed Lark 

Black-capped Chickadee 
-r ufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
\Vhile-breasted Nuthatch 

Bro\\-TI Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
Winter Wren 
Golden-cro .... ned Kin.slet 
Ruby-ero\vned K.in£!et 
Eastern Bluebird 
Hermit Thrush 
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\'aried Thrush 

Gny Catbird 
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Species 
Ycl!ow-rump'!d Warbler 

Pal m WJ.Jbler 

Common Yel!ov .. 1hroat 

Yel!ow-brensted Chat 

Spot1ed Towhee 

E<'IStcm Towh� 
Americ3fl Tree Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Sll.vannah Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 

Sori.!; Spmow 

Lincoln's Sp:mow 

S\..,·amp Sp:urow 

�11itc-thro3lc<l Sparrow 

\','hire-crowned Sparrow 
Dark-e_ycd Junco 

Oregon form 
sparro\o,.' sp 

LaplMd Longo:;pur 

Snow Bunting 

'>Jorthem Cardmal 
Red-winsed Bbckbird 

Eastern ?>.leadO\ ... 'l:uk 
meadowlark sp 

Rusty Blackbird 

Common Gr:ickle 

Bro...,,11-headed Cowbird 
bbckbird sp 

Pine Grosbeak 

Purple Finch 
House rinch 
Red Crossbill 

V.'hite-wingcd Crossbill 
Common Redpoll 

Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 
:xorics. p .. fonk Parakeet] 
[Collared-DoveJ 
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SP[ Cl ES 
Plcd-hl11c.d Grebe 
t-lomd Gr:bc 

E.r� Crcbc: 
Am<ri<•• Whlbo Pcli=i 
Ooubk-(;� Ccnn.onnJ 
Grc.<il Blue Heron 
Turla"' V1;lLure 
Greater Whiu:yrr06tt:d' Goo1e 
Soow Goo1� 

C1nJd01 Goosc 

IMut..e Swe 
11Trumoclcr S .... llDI 
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9 I 2 
I 2 

I 5 he 
19 hc JO 1 0  1 6  

cw 196 be 6Sho 
I J 2 

2126 845 4J4 996 l.Ul 

3 3 

6 28 17 he 18 

2 Ll 6 
6 39 34 30 1 1  

780 2690 1141 400-1 1058 

I 3 4 
6 few I 
2 I 1 
11 2 

4 J 
«i bc 

9 
2 92 he $1 26 

P nc 

II  3 
'l 258 283 1 8  I 

35 6 • 
7 30 2 2 1 3  2 1  

1 0  2 

6 

I 70 12 
53 1 2 

I 1 7  

I I  I 4 I 
I I 

2 3 3 

I 

2 
1 8  55 , . 78 he 4 1  
l I I I 2 

1 2  29 1 4  3 3  3 7  

t• 

2 0 l l  I 

7 ZI  be 

3_l be. 1 4  

6 30 59 l 
2' 

I I 
CHAU CRLK 

I 

t •  
6 

38 Jl 

251"'!!.c 2 
I 

2968 963 

5 
Ill 17"' nn-<:-RC 

4--'• he 
1 5  1 0  
8 1 168 

8 29 

374 8 1  

29706 20292 

2 '  

7 6  J& 
.6 51 
132 37 
5 ll 

9 16 
6 

24 64 

l2 I 
16 25 
32 3 

543 89 

5 

7 16 

74 69 

35 43 
39 26 

8 I 
I 4 

5 2 

l 

75 50 

8 3 
1 8 10 

2 

.u I 
1 2 

I 1 4  

1 9  139 

srru 
47 hc 

I 
t· 

6 

'" 
'"° 
4 

3 iuim 

4 
200 hc 

1 
19 

lJLl 

10 
8 
II 
I 

24 

22hc 
250 

26 
40 
2 

9 0c 

3 
2 

I 

4..t he 

I 
J i be 

I 
l 0: 
to 

1 1  

I 
BUSH 

'"' 

121 

1 
I 

4 

l 

I 

10 

3 
14 

9 
l 
6 

TOT.\LS 

I 

20 

l 

l 

I 

2 

::: 
0 
�-

("'} 
0 
c: 
::: 
-"' 



..... 
0 
0 SPECIES 

Killdcct 
Common Snioe 
Bon.:manc'� Gull 

RJng-bWcd Gull 
Hcrrinil. GuJJ 

Th.o•='• GuU 
Le�cr Black-backed Gull 

(;n:.sJ. Black-b.ackcd Gull 

.. n � 
Rec\... Do\C 

[ur:ii1si,:,.11 CollOi1rcd-Dovc 

.i\1o.umin Do\c 
Eastern Scrccch-(h... I 

ilicaLliamcd Owl 
B:irred Owl 

Loa •-ca.n:ci Owl 
Snort-c.arcd

.
Ch\ I 

Northern SaW-\\hcl Owl 

Bcll.c.d. Kin"'rishc.r 
Red-headed Woodpcder 
Rcd-b::llicd Woodo.:ckcr 

y cllow-bcllicd s�psuckcr 
Downv Woodocckcr 

h'�: ..... , Wood�cl..c r 
Northern Flicker 
Pilcatcd Woodoccl:cr 

Easlcr.i Phoebe 
l..oc.!!crhc.id Shril.c 

Nanhcrn Shrike 
Blue Jay 
American Crow 

tiomcd larli. 
Carolina Chicbdce 
Black-caoocd Chickadee 
Tu.ikd Ti.un.ousc 
R.:d-brca5tcd Nulh.:itch 

While-breasted Nuthatch 

Bro\lon Crccnc.r 
Carolina Wren 

\\'1111e.r Wrc.n 

5 .. '1 ...... \Vt11ci 
�farsh Wrcn 

Gold�rawncd. Kinitl.et 
Rubv-crov.nccf lG.n�lcl 
Eastern Bl uebird 

JJcnuiJ Tu:uib 
American Robln 
Gra\· Catbird 
Northcm Mod.in11.bird 
Brown Thrasher 
Eurao� "'"'�1;n,. 
Cedar W:i:·rn inR 
Oran2e-cro"'·ned Warbler 
N.aili'illc. Wubler 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Palm Warbler 
C11raw.o.n YclJo"'throat 
Wilson's Warbler 

S°'"'llcd To\1hcc 

VANP 

1 

!4 
63 

I 

I 

nl 

28 
I 

' 
I 

I 

13 

29 
4 
2 

JO 

l l 7  

6 1  

l 7  

l 

7 
8 

JOO 

I 

{Nunhern 1 I 
SCHA CL L\ PC IA 

4 
l 

14 109 

24 •6 

I Sl '!79 86 

59 !RO 35 

'" 6 l 

.5 18 7 
l I 

I 

l I 3 

4 9 22 

33 42 20 

2 I 
ll 78 40 
7 l2 l l  

1 3 l 

2 I 
1 ·  

cw I 
179 2J6 108 

4l8 30-l Xl 

13 217 s 

110 2J8 1 1 '  
1 3  ll 1 8 

2 1 2  6 

lJ I i i  30 

4 21 12 
cw 3 

l 

4 2 � 

2 

I 2 I 

672 717 1 1�9 
2 1  

l 

I r I 
DA IA ANDU MU IA MFRV FGP.R 

' 
l I 

I'll 221 578 122 

3•l 14 2 1 2  I 
, . 

1369 28 272 158 623 

2l6 9l 736 66 128 

6 6 I 21 I I  

9 9 13 7 1 7 
7 3 ' 7 • 

2 l 
l I 

2 be 
4 • l 6 10 

8 I I  7 4 26 
50 3 1  52 3-0 1 1 9  
2 I 

I ll 4' 1 03 75 105 

17 ll Ii I I  1 8  

9 20 27 H 18 

6 I 5 7 28 

128 100 202 1 08 277 
l . U 4  128 290 167000 13079 

13 m 124 421 4 

106 166 

273 I O I  193 I 
JO " J I  122 2 1 0  

• 4 6 12 he l l 

83 J9 8J 60 137 

29 ll 12 14  )6 
l 3 8 25 

I l 

u l 2 4 33 

4 I 10 

l '  2• I 
4 4 4 

296l 5 9 1  1 876 3308 l 123 

24 7 JO 9 ) 

1· I '  I I  I 

1 ·  

I I jCt!ntral 
CHAM llMWD BLOM CLLK DECA CHIL 

8 I 1 
I 2 

1 8  I 
20 7 1 166 3800 7 1 6  

I 1 3  ll 41 

5&2 • 60 167 32 •8 73 

t •  
19<) 70 � I  172 74 68 
4 3 6 2 I 
8 l 7 28 hc: 7 (1 - o•J 

3 20 he I 

,, ,,.;, I 

I 
l J l t�  he 7 9 

I 6 I 9 
JS 7 " l1 50 94 
I I I I 

85 25 56 97 l'1 1 1 ' 11<  

I 8 ) l• 4 1 3 

2! l 17 74 J 8  2 6  

2 I 

87 lO 39 2 1 0  he 1 1 4  6 2  

320 1 5 0  3034 7 1 7  1'21 198 

1 1 6  60 17 260 10 30 

ll 
JO IOJ lf1 1 1 5 269 

24 2• 60 54 1 24 

17 I I J  2 5  J I 
1 5 20 1 4  l02 hc 1� 87 
28 I 2l 1 6 hc 20 1 2  

1 4  2 I 20 7 • 

4 2 7 k  & 
t• nc 
1•  nc 

' 4 l.l 2 2 

I I 2 
4 J 

l 4•nc 
4.5 l l I Ll 1 

I I I I 3 

1 
)828 960 4'1l 2930 1461  l l l l 

I 7 2 I J  It h<-

l I 1 9 hc 26h< l 

1 "  nc 

i 
PEOR CHAU CRLK 

7 I 2 

I 
' 

31.52 1050 543 

696 59 35 

6l0 l 

257 42 28 

320 200 169 

I 

5 1 0  

2 l I I  

5 ' ' 
I 1 7 1 2  

52 76 65 

89 84 79 

1 4  1 3  26 
21 38 98 
l 4 6 

2 

80 398 98 
30J l -l 74 ,61 

47 2 1  

280 66 71 
86 66 59 
6 '' 21 

68 l8 69 
J 7  14 10 
1 3  1 3 25 

I I ! 

I 48 9 

l 1 
I I IS 

13 l ) 

I ) 

1 8�2 624 4 1 2  
9 53 21 

' I 

I 

1 " n c 

SPFD 
2 

200 
3000 

10 

n -<•I 

l l• 

9 1 2  he 
8 

23 

J 

2 
4 
" 

l••I 
92 
6 

ll 
5 

I l l  
1600 

1 7  

200 
97 
16 
52  
37 
1l 
2 

1 4  

I 
} 

6 ho 
66 

IJ <• I 
6 

{324 
91 
l' 
1· 

2 

II - a. I  

BUSH 

6 

! 

1 19 

l 

10 
JO 

4 1  
3 

� 

80 
136 
2 

42 

26 
2 

1 5 

l 

4 

2 

llO' 

TOTALS 

I 

4 

9 

I 

1 

ll-n1! 
2 

z 
0 
...;. 
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= 

n 
c 
= 
= ..... rJ: 



< /l/ortherrr 
0 
- SPECIES VANP SCHA CL !h ec IA 

Es.stem To\\hcc 
. ..\..m.cri.i:.;!ll T rec Soarrow 69 107 993 260 

field So;mo� 1· lOO•od 
VcsP<=r SparTO\•" 
&:i.\·:i..nn.:i.h S.£13.JIO\\' 
Fox S.oarro'� 
$Qll.:_ $p.:irro\\ 9 8 ·14 42 
li.n.::oln's Soarrow 1· 
S1•3m S arrow 2 10 l8 
\\'hitc-Lhro.il::d Spa rrow 2 4 6 
ttarris's Sparrow l 1 imm 
\.\'hitc-cro\\nCd Soarrow 6 <w 

Dad-e,ed.. lun'o I H  229 I l36 278 
Laoland Loni.:.sour 9 2 1  J 3 

SnO\tol Bontln]l 73 5 
N.Qrt.bcm Cardin.1.1 " 1 1 4  2 1 4  IU 
Rcd-win1.1_l!d Blackbird 1 2 
E<!sLcm Meade" !ark 1· 

:m:atlo"l<:1rk SP 2 
Ru�t\ Bl.Jckbird 

Brc\\cr's Blackbird 
Cammon Grac.IJe I 

Bro\\n-hcadcd Co"bird CW 16 
blukblrd Sp, 

.IlaU..inwrc. Oriole. 
Purple Finch I 3' 2l l 
Hou!c Finch. 54 97 87 1 28 
Red Crossbill I "  

Whilc-w1n�cd Crossbill 
Commnn &odcall 1 ·  
Pinc Sis!..in cw 25 

Am.cr:ic.a.n Gold.fin.ch 25 1 3 1  l4l 1 8 2  

Housz Scarrow 112 6 1 4  8 H  J66 

EurJsian Tree Sparrow I 

Total Soccia 51 H 72 57 
Tvtul lnJi�·idut1l:s 2-182 l-< 1 7  I t578 3994 

D& H AN.DU 
1 · 

9"4 '27 
, . 

14 25 

b 2 
34 9 

l • imm 

6 1 3  342 

3 

401 162 
1671 

27 

JO 

29 2 

1•10. u1 
I 24 

J I  7 j 

39 2 
156 96 

2373 588 

l 

77 511 
l /i.-4 1 1  J765 

I 
Mll lA 

1 560 

67 

4 
8 

I 

HS' 
I 

354 
1 5  

' 

240 

27 
309 

j• 1 in !A) 
30• (infA) 

'l 
210 
201 1 

21 
71 

12800 

MFRV FGPR CHA:\! 
2 

556 1 86 7 1 6  
4 6 

11" - c"l 
2 

9 I 

49 ,7 7j 

25 6 23 
9 11. 13 

I l 
t68 ll8 6 1 8  

988 he 3 

160 226 224 

2 l 1 7  
2 

ISO 

5 2 

5 1  8 1  

45 

30 2 

132 llO 299 

32 1 2  8 2  

1 1 1  1 7 1  m 
734 4 1 0  9 1 l  

75 55 61 

177911 1831'5 9528 

I ICentrul 
HMWD BLOM CLLK DECA CHIL PEOR 

I 
40 194 SS..l he 520 365 2 1 9  

8 4 J 

2 
' ' 

3 ll 68 82 4l 98 

7 29 32 1 1  6 

2 1 8  38 1 9  1 8  3 4  

12l' odl 
l 8 4-1 he 

170 1 1 7  503 h e  409 lOl '28 

7 few\ 25 he 

lU 43 200 2U3 201 188 

34" 6 ,0 1 70 

2 I 

l 
Ill ad) 

l l  2 3 4 70 86 
j 31 I l l  I 

160 

7 2 2 I 

ll 19 16 5) 1 09  101 

1 
3 1 8..i hc 29 1 38 

42 2 1 1 7 0  1 77 1 4 1  127 
l40 226 l.SJ !025 73l 846 

48 5' 93 he 82 66 59 
2753 7687 1-117-4 1332-1 1 1-UO 1 3 -1 1 2  

I I 
CHAU CRLK 

I 

1069 l62 
6 5 

I 
2 

I' 
102 17� 

29 1 2 8  

2 7  1 0 6  

5 69 

19 79 542 
20 

2 1 8  i n  
2892 7l l  
le" I 

3 3 2 

J 
32 4 

' l 
I 3 
I 

19 I 
2 8 1  954 
660 7�5 

62 459 
90 hc 90 he 
46579 29'529 

I 
5eFD 

33) 

4 

2l 
53 

JU  
2 0 0  he 

3 

656 

1 3 8  

lll<! 
822 

2 

lQ(l 

JOO 

IJJ bc 

ll 

1 5 9  
2 4 0  lli: 

60� 
2l 

90 he 
15573 

BUSH 

LJO 

IS 

3 

161  

6l 

/4-cwl 
20 

3 
2 1  

28 

601 

' I  
301 3 

I 
TOTALS 

I 

11 
97 
1 18 

(j 
c 
� 

... -VJ 



0 
N Specie! 

Common Loon 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Homed Grebe 
Amuican White Pelic11.n 
Douhle-cre:slcd Carmo.ran.L IA,mcrlun Biltcrn 
Ciicat Blue Heron 
Crc01 E•rrt 
'BIKk-c-Uf'tfntd Nilthl-Hcron 
BJ.ck Vultu"' 

7un..c\ Vulture 
Grater WhiLe-fronLed Goose 

Snow Goose 
Rou11 C11ipc-
r"JITl.I�� 
Muk.SW.lllJ 

Trumpet.er s.,,, an} 
fundra SY.Jn 
Woo.::l Duck 
c .. r1W11ll 
American Wigeon 
A.mcrican Black Duck 
Mallllrd 
Northern Shoveler 
Ngn!u::m Pinl.ll.iI 
Green-winged J ea! 
CaDinsbxk 
Redhead 
R.im:-acckcd Duck 
GtctcrSc.ituo 

Lesser Scauo 

5C:l-lt0 5.D, 
Oldmwow 
Bufnd1c;:id 

Colilmon G:ild.!'nei.'1!! 
Hoo4«1 �� 
C::ommon M�lllSC.:-
Red-breasted �anscr 
rncrRanscrsp 

R.ud.D� Du.ck 
duck sp 

Bald fa11.k: 
adulLs 
immatures 

wiL..o)!l-n 
No:-thcm Harrier 
Sharo-shinned Ha\\ k 
Coooer's Hav.l.: 
Northern Goshav.J.: 

11ecitDi� JD 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Red-Lai led Hawk 
Rowtli-le.,<d Hawk. 
Golden Eagle 
American Kestrel 
Medin 

Pcrei;?...ri.nc Ealcon 

h:iv.k sp. 
:""-rwcl.ed Ph.easanl 

""'"'"" Pnlric-Cb!ckoo 
Wild Juck<>' 
Northern Bobwhite 
Aa;ierican Coot 

Kl!ld= 

Central 
I RUSH 

I 

! 8 1  

I I 
I 

l 

4 

4 

I 

9 

9 

4 

I 
MERE WMER QUIN LINC 

I I 1 •nA1 J 
3 

68 28 26 2 

I 
5 1  

5 2 

2340 5 1 5  1051  729 

I '  
2 

Ill 96 

I 
l 

242 800 571 

10 

3 2 

I I 

7-1 l 

3 

7 I 4 

1 9  2 

70 10 8 

5 

62 78 �) 
30 l l  H 
32 27 1 3  

1 6  9 I 6 

2 I 2 l 
I 

1 •  

5 1  46 45 28 

2 I 

8 1 0  24 1 7  

I 

1 2  I 

I 3' 

5-1 12 l 

I 2 

I I 
NEWT BIRD KASK BALK RDLK JACK 

l 
68 27 9 78 HC 24 

2 I 3 

3 

I I 
54 10 39 69 1, 

[ •  

6 

l 39 4 

35 3 1  5 3  he 
I l 653 1 8 1 88 bc 32 

4 be 
2719 Ill  1804 1 1 82 l067 

3 

1 9  184 67 7 1  
7 2 8 1 6 5 

406 178 2 

5496 99 586 863 621 

10  45 4 48 he 29 
2 4 1 7  

9 8  3 15 24 8 
59 2 8 

I 1 9  l 2 

2 3 4 46 

I 3• 

422 7 8 27 5 9 

I I I  

1 0  

108 9 3 16 2 

88 5 I 7 736 he 

126 I 9 1 3  

52 3 1 3  10  

32 I 3 

2 I 
2 1 5  I 50 6 I 19 he 7 

I I  969 
I 2 4 9 

I 2 2 6 
2 3 

l I I 31 4 4 34 41 h.: 6 

I 6 I I 6 4 I 
I I I 4 I 

2 

I I I 2 

22 34 I 7 80 60 55 

I I 3 he 2 

1 8  27 1 2  35 35 5 1  

2 1 
I 

103 

2 4 

2 25 Q 44 21 

14 198 167 40 842 

11 2 0  1 0  

I South I I 
CROR CYCR CALK UNION HSLK MRLK I COLL WRBY PEMR ELSA TOTA!.S 

I l 
60 2 I 6 5 3 379 

2 I 17 

I [6• 2 1  

I 50 he I 2 99 
1· I 

" 7 1 8 1  HC I ll 67 24 14 9 4.& 3 1  1 1 65 

I I 

I 7 
IOI  7 I 98 2 1 2  

I 1 1 4  9 9 44 282 

10 635 he 350 he 500hc 4 3' 
r--mo 

193 10245 1 83 I 2000 1076 255 10840 43732 
6 I I  

9500 1244 71 21000 15000 693 Ail 30 1062 1 5 8  250393 

I 1 8 2  

' 14 
I II · <�l J,$1 

2 13 ! ! he 20 4 I 124 

278 429 13 100 32 6 16 2-:12.2 
66 81 he 80 17 7 l �16 

4 1 240 8 1  60 35 9 l 1•63 
8755 25028 31383 be 4000 3000 1052 339 I 1733 44 23 1 4 1 7  

91  387 26 123 155  he 8 20 274 1438 

29 246 224 he 83 ll7 1 II 9 1 7  

1 6 5  432 129 20-0 45 he 7 2 40 I J�' 
4 ' 4 140hc 3 7 32 I �07 
I 157 I 5 I 2 1 7  

90 38l2HC I 75 27 47 I 8 4479 

19)5 
104 36� 4& 50 49 305 2 70 l 2 1 04 

726 

I 57 

9 1  4 1 3 I l j 566 

I 778 I I 28 55 4 6400 

684 6 115 he 1 9  2 5 3 7 1 2-n 

1 5  2 28 7 ! W I  
I 3 73-1 

2 

47 20 1 0  4 2  4 2 1 5  2 768 

I 1 009 

1 8  7 He 16  44 l 4 2 75 48 1053 

IJl ] 8 25 I 4 1 Ji 19  663 

8 4 8 1 9  I 44 28 380 

4 J I 10 

94 6 7 6 2 I J; ' 423 
2 2 6 he 2 3 I 5 I 89 

I 3 fc�l I I I l I 124 

4 

I 13 

I 13 I 1 4  6 4 I 2 56 

58 96 53 he 7 1 5 1  I I  44 44 JG 17 2790 

l I I 3 102 
I I 2 4 

23 69 28 be 43 55 27 44 47 1 6  6 1 4 14 

Pgd 5 

I 6 

12 

l l hc 371 

I 103 

3 I 4 rcwl I 4 I 88 602 

1 19 20 3 5 9 6 Jn 20 2 405 

274 I 20-0 20 8 I 2 10 82 Jl7l 
8 I 2 37.bc 22 54 20 I 2 2 20 146 



< 
0 
= 

'...::2 

'-7 � 
c 
\.,� 

?....\ 
0 w 

S11eciL"'!'i 
Gl"Qter Ydllllwh:21 
L<-o" SllOdnfou 
Pt"ccoral Smdt:ilJJC 
Owilin 
Cwmu0tt SnLac-
Amcric.:!r: V. /oodcoc� 
l.111�c-ru1. ?onJpp_0�'s Gull 

Rm!�ill:d Gull 
HL:rril)1_9ull 
��scr i3l£:ck-ti::Jciu!G G1.<[! 

Cillun:iLU Guli 

.£��2- ·-· 
:Roi.:k Do\(: 
[11r-11nl C�11il"'cd-Do,·c: 
Mot.1ra.in11,Dovc 
811IU OY.� 
Enu:m S.:mc�-Owl 
Grc.:::l Horncd 0.11 

B.l1Tcd Owl 
l.Dn•-<...0 0.I 
Slran-cArod 0•1 i 
a.11«1 ..:w.r..i.c. 
Rd-bcolkd WO<Jdpc<•a 
R"d-l>clllo>I Wood0«lu 
Yollolo.-l>clllcll Snp"'°""' 
0o .. -.. wo<X1,.,m-
I"-"' Wood-•-
Nanlwrn Flicker 

PlkiiT<d Woodoccka 
Sistcm Phoebe 
l..ati.!�M:.kd Shrile 
slulkc. to.. 

Blti.1.0 Jay 
Amcncan Crow 
Horned Larl.. 
Bam Sl'i·2lilD..., 
CJrolhi• Chickadee 
Blll<lc-<"Ooocd O.iobtloc 
"ruflcd Titmouse 
Rcd-brcaslcd Nuthatch 

Whl!t.·brea .. ucd N'.uiJutch 
Bro'Yi-nCmetit!1' 
C'110Un. Wrci!:1 

Ho1m: Wnm 

Winle: Wrcn 

Mtanti Wren 

Goldcn-cro\1 ncd Klo!.k-1 
Rub) '-Cro,1ncd Kini;dct 
Ea.i;u::rn Blcid:iitd 
Hcnui1 Thrush 

Ameilao Robin 
C31a.yCa.lbl:nl 
Norl.h.�m �.ovfu11::b&-d 
Bronrll Tha•fn::r 
fWTin1:1111 'StarU.nJ1. 
Amcr:ic.a.n. Pjr.ii.J. 
Cc&-r- Wia·:r.wln.11. 
Onnl!c-crottncd W.arblcr 
Y�l!cn,•-rumocd Warbler 

Pinc Warbler 
P<ilm Warbler 
Common Y cl lo\\ tJuolll 
E..:istcon 1 01\hcc 

Ccnlnll 
I RUSI! 

I 

I 

5 7  

6 
1 0  

28 
2 
2 

3J 
74 
1 

ll 
27 

5 

16 

3 

; 

I 

55 

I I 
MERE WMER QUIN 

s• 

l 

245 263 405 

2 1  26 56 

9 96 9 1  

2�0 26 J 49 

? 3 l 
7 25 3 

I 8 4 
1 I 
I 

4 4 4 
l 50 l 

76 59 60 

l l 
11 1 1 2  G'4 
1 6  JO  7 

60 3 7  1 1 
1 1  1 0  2 

1 ·  

I '  
129 1 24 1 4 5  

1298 I JJ78 143 

744 5 w 

1 14 280 1 14 
72 68 7 1  

5 1 6  2 

j j  9 1  4 J  
.s I 22 4 

28 4 20 

l 2 

7 

I I 
9 44 

7 

22 

; 4 

490 470 676 

9) 27 69 

I 

I I 
LINC NEWf BIRD K�SK BALK RDLK JACK 

7 h' 

1 1 1  rul . d d  

1 •  

5 28 29lS 2 hc 

389 4 I BJ 4062 477 

1 8 

1 28 

463 49 124 5 46 2 1  1 3 9  

1 1 7  202 438 I 1 0 7 139 189 

l I I 2 1 

l 2 � 7 I ll 4 
2 2 l 8 I 4 l 

I I 
38 llC I J 

1 4 2 3 I l 7 

57 7 I 42 8 88 20 22 

43 3 0 5 6  I I  66 4 8  5 4  

2 2 I , 
J8 26 62 7 1 9  5 8  4 1  

l l  D 7 " 1 8  7 

9 4 2 1  2 24 J3 54 

4 8 I 1 7  

2 

3 1 6  J 2 J 

256 102 J09 60 1 03 254 170 
665 132 165 23 1 1 9 5 1 8  249 

5 463 72 ,' 2' 83 91 

59 57 168 1 7 140 104 I 2 1 0  

I 
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AVIAN STUDIES IN ILLINOIS 

Grassland Bird Research 
at Prairie Ridge State Natural Area 

In T l l i n oi s ,  bi rders often h ave a 
difficu l t  t ime  fin di n g  grass land spe
ci es duri n g the breeding season .  S mall  

grass l ands, Lhose l ess than 40 acres, 

rare l y attract the endangered species 

such as Upland S andpipers , Norlh

ern Harri ers, and Hcn s l ow ' s Spar
rows  to breed . l n cleec\, the more com
mon species such as Eastern Meac\
owbrk m ay even be d i ffi cul t  lo fi nd 
in lhcsc smal ler grass l an cl .s . 

Grass lan d  habitat is at a pre
mium in Tl l i n o i s . Withi n the pasl 40 

years, more than h a l r o r l l l i no i s ' pas

tures and h ayfi e l ds - s u rrogate 
homes l'or many grass l and species -
have been lost lo row crop expan

s i on,  urban clcv c l opmenl, and olhcr 
l and use ch an ges .  

A long  wi lh l hcsc c hanges have 

come disturbi n g numbers f'rnm Rrecd
i n g  B i rd S u rveys .  The state is los ing 
3 percenl to 7 percent o r  i ls grass land 
b i rd populat i ons each year, or in l ess 
ben ign lern1s, w e  h<1 vc l ost 65 percent 
lo 90 pcrccn l o f'ou r Dickc i sscls ,  Bobo-
1 i nks ,  G rasshopper Sparrows,  and 
Eastern Meadow larks in the past :m 
year> ;. This  is a 1 1 1aj o r  a v i a11 co 1 1 serva-

1 i on  problem rm the M idwcsl . 

We have been con ducti ng breed
in g season i nvcsligalions al lhe Prai
rie Ri dge Stale Natural Arca in J as
per Coun ty (form erl y lhc Pra i r ic

Ch icken Sanctuary ) .  

Ou r work lri es to arm grass land 
managers and restorat ion ists wi th  re
l i ab l e  i nformat i o n  for conserv i n g 
these resources. S hould grassl and 

vegeta t i on be short or Lal l ,  sparse or 

dcn sc'J How do prescribed burn i ng, 
grazi ng,  and mowi ng  affccl lhcse 

bi rd.s'i Docs grassland size affecl  lhc 

species present 'l Do grass l and s i ze 

and surrou nd i ng l and u ses i nfluence 
prcda l i on o f  b i rd n ests '/ How o l'te n  

w i l l bi rds rcn cst each season ') How 
wcl I do young b irds surv i v e  artcr 

lc< 1 v i ng the ncsl 'J Can popu l ali on s 

s t ab i f o r.e when h abi tat des lru ct ion 
stops or new h abi ta l i s  created'1 

The s i lc h as m a n y  l'catu res , 

which  make i l  i nterest i ng  to sludy . 

l "ra itic R i dgc consi sts o r  scvcra lsrnal  I 
grass lands su 1Tou nclcd hy i n lc� n s i vc 

by Jeff Wal k and Eric Kershner 

agriculture. These grassl ands cover 
a w ide range of sizes ( 1 7  acres to 
300 acres) and d is tan ces from one 
another (up to 5 mi les) .  

Prairie Ridge a l so conlains  a 

w ide v ari e ty of habi lat lypcs i nclud
ing i n troduced grasses such as bromc, 
red top, and b luegrass ;  restored n a
t i v e grasses;  and areas thal  are ei ther 

burned, mowed, grazed, or l efl un 
di sturbed . 

Prai ri e R i dge consisls of about  

1 ,600 acres .  A l th ough l an d  mangers 
thi n k  a s ite with  al l east 4,000 acres i s  

requ i red l o  s usla in v i ab le  popu la
t ions  of rare gr�1 s s l anc\ bi rds, Prairie 
Ridge atlracls cop ious breeding grass
l a nd birds,  some or· them rare or en
dangered . The reserve h as h w;ted 

approx i ma tc l y 50 Nort hern Harrier  
and 20 S hort-eared Owl nes ls  i n  lhe  
1 990s as  w e l  I as  40 pai r.s of Hens low'  s 

S parrows, 5 pai rs o f' Up l an d Sand

pi pc rs, and h u ndrcds of pa i rs o r  Dick
c i s s c l  s ,  Grasshopper S parrows , East

ern Meadow l arks , and Fie ld  S par
rows. Greater Prai rie-Ch ickcns h a  vc 

bccn mai n lai ned on t h i s  smal l  amoun t  
o r  habi tat !'or 30 years, a n d  a f"ter a 

gene t ic  111anage111cnl  program to a l --
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l cv ialc i nbrcedi ng, have recovered lo 
a 20-year population h i g h .  Hope

ru l l y, l h i s  success can be dup l i cated 

e lsewhere .  

W c spend 1 1 1  uch  o r  our  t i  me con
duct i ng  surveys o r  s i ng ing  ma les as 

wel l �1s loG1t ing ancl mon i tor ing grass

land b i  rd ncsls .  We characterize each 
nest s i te by gatheri ng data on nesl 

conceal 1 1 1enl  and height ,  vegetat ion 
type, struc ture,  and location rel at i  vc 

to polen l i al predator travel corridors 

such as trai l s .  streams, J'cnccs, and 
rie ld  edges. We also record manage

ment work done at t h e  s i te .  

We Lrap Eastern Meadow larks 
and D ickc isscls in m i s l  ncls, band 

them,  and radio-tag Lhe rn Lo al low us  
Lo  track them throughout  the breed
i ng  season and doc u ment  thei r re
sponse to nesl successes or ra i l u res .  

We a l so rad io-tag j u ve n i l e  Eastern 
Meadow larks to moni tor the i r  move
ment and surv i val al't'er lkclgi 11g .  

We a l so  have  created smal l  sal
e 11 i le grass lands nearby, and rnon i lor 
nest i ng  w i t h i n  them . As a m anage

ment prac t ice. these satel l i tes wou ld  
be periodica l l y  destroyed and repro

duced e l sewhere: perhaps b i rds colo

n ize t hese areas faster than p redators. 

t hereby e njoy i ng  h i gher  b reed i n g  
success .  

S i  nee 1 996, we ha vc conducted 
lhousancls or su rveys ancl moni tored 

aboul  1 ,400 ncsls  al Prai rie R i dge. 

Some port ions o r  our  research arc 
complete:  others arc sl i l l  i n  p rogress .  

106 

The fo l low ing  are some of our pre l i mi nary conc l us ions :  

* Grass lan d  reserve.s need lo be rai r l y  large ror a l  l easl l wo reasons :  fi rst, 

to allract "area-sens i t i ve" spec ies ,  and second, lo conta in a variety o i ' vegcta

l i o11 lypcs necessary Lo a l lracl d i 1Te 1Tnl  species .  CJ ras s la nds or 1 60 acres or 

large r altracl s i gn i l "i can l ly  more species, part i cu lar ly  rn1-cr spec ies i nc l u d i ng 

U pland Sandpipcrs. 1-lcns low ' s  S parrows,  and Norlhcrn l-l arricrs, than smal ler  
g 1·ass l ancls .  

* Local ing scallc1-cd grassl ands w i t h i n  I km (0.6 mile) o l"cac h  olhcr l1cl ps 

111ai 11tai n more spec ies .  

* Comp l i cat i ng  mailers, encla11gcrcd species such as  U pl and Sandpipers, 

S hort-cared Owls ,  CJrcalcr Pra i r ie-Ch ic kens ,  and N orthern H arriers appear 
restr icted Lo areas ranher Lhan 400 Ill (0.25 mi le )  from wooded areas , w h e reas 

grassland-dependent species such as Loggerhead S h r i kes and Hel l ' s  V i reos 

req u i re shrub patches or s mal l  trees for nest i ng.  S ize perm i tt ing ,  a mosaic o r  
vegetat ion types s h o u l d  b e  prov ided wi th in  grasslands L o  attract d i fferent 

spec ies .  

,;, D ickcissels ,  Northern Harr i ers, Sedge Wrens ,  and Hens  low'  s Sparrows 
prerer tal ler ,  denser grass. 

, ; ,  Eastern Meadowlarks,  Grasshopper S parrows, Up land Sandpi pers, and 

S horl-eared Owls preCer shorter vegetat ion .  Low-i nlens i ly grazing h as been 
round  Lo be uscCu l J'or creat i ng d i ve rse vegetation s tructure. 

' 1 '  Di ckcissel.s,  F ie ld  Sparrows, Hensl ow' s  S 1xu-rows, and Eastern Mead

owl arks were more abundanl i n  grazed prai r i e  grass lhan a l l  olhcr vegetation 

types. Grasshopper Sparrows,  the other species su rveyed, were somew h at 

more common i n  grazed i ntroduced grasses. 

* Nes t success i s  vari abl e among years, but seems to typica l l y  be h i g h  
enough t o  ma intain or en l arge local popu lat ions .  Tnd iv idual b i rds persistently 

renest, somet imes averag ing  3 to 4 ti mes per season !  

1' Ncsl  predation i s  greater on smal ler  grass lands ,  re i n forc i n g  lhc need ror 

l a rger areas . 

'1' The sate l l i te grass lands show lower p redat ion  rates Lhan o lder grass
lands of s im i l ar s i 7,es. However, some s pecies needi ng  ser ious management 

attent ion (e .g . .  Hens low's  Sparrows)  are not attracted to such young vegeta
tion nor smal l  areas. 

Our research h as al ready begun lo affec t spcci J'ic grass land wi ld l i l'c 

management cha l l enges at Prair ie R idge.  As our  work conc l u des over Lhe nexl 
two years, hopefu l l y  these resu lts w i l l  be hel pfu l  tools  for conserv i ng  grass

l and  b i rds thrnughout  the Mi dwest .  
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BIRD FINDING GUIDE - Pomona/Southern I l l inois 

Southern Illinois Birding Hotspots 
Part 1: Pomona 

Il l i no is  has many greal b i rders and no wonder ! Our 

great state has cou n ll ess excellenl  b irding locat ions .  
Mosl l l l inois  b irders are famil iar with the hotspots around 
the larger c i l i es and metropol itan areas of northern and 
central I l l i no i s .  The l i kes of Chicago, Champaign ,  Rock

ford, Peoria,  Spri ngfi el d, Decatur, B l oom i ngton ,  and 
Charleston are al l b i rded fai rl y  wel I ,  and many of you 

l i ve in those areas. 

However, southern l l l inois  has numerous excit i n g  

locales Lhat seemi ngly only a h andful o f  Ill i no i s  b i rders 

even know abou l .  This arli cle is Lhe first in a series Lo 
h ighl igh t  some of southern Tl l i n oi s '  s best known "secret" 

bird ing l ocal ions . Many of you lOS members may have 
v is i ted one or more of Lhese spots i n  1 996 or 1 997 dur ing 
lOS n1eeli ngs and fie ld  tr ips .  Please read on and enj oy 1 

Hopefu l l y , you can v i s u a l i ze what l sec and feel  as I wal k 

the paths of the excel lent  bi rdi ng spots sou lhcrn l l l i no is  
has to offer . 

Let ' s  beg in  with my personal  favori tc 1 l cal l i t  
Pomona.  Others ca l l i l  Cave Creek. 

The reason I rc Jer lo i l as Po1rnrna is Lhat you reach the 

l ocation by taki n g  I l l i no i s  Route 1 27 soulh ol'M urphysboro 

lo the Pomona ex i t .  Turn wesl ( righ t ) and dr iv e: thro ugh 

the srnal l  lown of' Po1nona.  Yes . i t  even h as a post offi ce 

and lhe general  s tore on Lhe corner has sodas and snacks 
ror that n cccsS< 1 ry energy ror a l"u l l  day of b i rdi ng . Nol 
everyone takes grocery sacks fu l l  o l' j u n k  J'oocl l i ke J clo 1  

A l  the in lcrsect i on i n  l)o m o n a, I u rn  ri g hl and you ' l l 
he hcac l i n g 1 10rth 01 1 �1 grave. I  road . T1·ave l  appro x i m�1 le ly  

Vol.  7,  l\J o. ] 

by Keith A. McMul l en 

Southern Illinois hirders consider Pomo1w one of'the hes/ 

p/oces to see migrating wul /Jreeding wurhler.1· including 

Protlwnotory, Ceruleon, wzd Yellow Worh/ers . Dennis 

Oehmke took this photo of' u male Yellow Warh/er in 

central Illinois 011 14 Moy 1 997. 

l .5 m i l es unl i l  you sec a p i ne  forest on your r ight and a 
dense, deciduous forcs l  to your l efl. S horl ly  you ' l l  see a 
bridge. Thi s  bridge crosses Cave Creek. You  can park 

jusl before the bridge on Lhe right or cross the bridge and 

pul l  over to Lhe s ide of the road o n  the r ight  j ust past a 
gravel road h eading  due east. 

If my car is a l ready parked on Lhe right prior Lo the 
br i d ge ( c a n ' t  m i s s  my c ar ,  l i ce n s e  p l a les  read :  

W ARB L R  I ) , Lhen proceed Lo  the  latter area for decent 
park ing .  The gravel road Lhat heads east i s  Lhe old ra i lroad 

bed and is great for walking.  Many turkey h u nlers use th is  

road in  spring .  Likely you ' l l already see other b i rders, 

hunters, or nalure enthus iasls parked Lhere so rest assured 

you arc i n  Lhc r ight spol .  

Now the fu n beg i n s ' My favorite l ime Lo  v i s i l  

Pomona i s ,  o f  course, spri ng .  T n  early spri ng ,  neotropica l 

m i grants are returning  from thei r w i n ter escapes. Many 
of Lhese wi l l  venture farther north but  several species clo 

breed around  Pomona; some are d ifficu l t  to fi nd breedi ng  

any where e l se i n  the  state outside of  southern I l l i n oi s .  

You ' v e  got two cho ices o f  m a i n  trai l s  to i n v esti gate. 

You can a lways  walk a long the road south back toward 

Pomona or norlh , up a h i l l .  and around Lhe curves in  the 
road. H owever. s i m i l ar species and h abi tats resu l t , there
fore, I suggest the trai l to the east pr ior Lo the bridge. or the 

o ld  ra i l road bed lhat a l so trave l s  east .  

At the tra i l  head before the bridge, you ' 1 1  nolice many 
boxelder and other sma l l maples and shrubs thal are less 

than 25 feel la! I .  This area so111cti mes can be flooded wi th  
m ig ra1 1 Ls i i' concl i l ions arc r igh l .  Nashv i l l e  Warbler. 
Magno l i a  Warbler, Yel low-breas led Chat, G ray Catbi rd , 

Wh ite-eyed V i reo, and many sparrow speci es l'eed i n  

these sma l ler Lrees and shrubs .  

A fter cross ing  a smal l  cl i Lch ,  Lo you r  r ight ,  you ' l l 
no l icc  a h i l l s ide c lo 111 i n atccl by pi nes .  Herc i s  where l h c  
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B road- w i nged a n d Coope r ' s  Hawks have  n e s l ecl i n  

rece n t  year. '; ,  O l'ten they s i t  qu i e t l y  and do nol fl ush u n l i l  

a f'ter you ' v c  g o n e  pasl t h e i r  nest . I r  you'  re I ucky ,  you  may 

even spot  Lhc nes l .  But p l ease he carefu l not lo d i s lu rh 

lhese b i rds .  

The t rai l 1 1 1candcrs t h rough a bolto111 l a11d hardwood 

l"orcsl w i lh the p i ne  h i l l s ide  to your  r i gh t .  Depe nd i ng on 
what L i m e  o l' .s p r i n g  you v i s i t ,  Apr i l o r  M a y .  Lh i s  area 

shou ld  have tremendous 1rnm bers o l' Norlhcrn Paru la ,  

Yel low- Lh roatcd , Cerulean, B l ue-wi nged, and P inc  War

bler.s , p l us Lou is i a1ia Watenhrush and A merican Red

s lart . Red-hrcasled Nu thatches are also u su al l y fl itt i n g i n 

t he p in es .  

I n  early spri ng,  th i s  area at tracts Hcrm i l  Thrushes,  

Yel low-bel l ied S apsuckers , and both Golcl cn -crowncd 
and R u by-crowned K i n g l ets .  l f  you don ' t  g e t  a great 
v iew of a P i l eated Woodpec ker on t h i s  trail lhen J 'd have 

to be l i eve you were b l i n dfolded I Several pai rs of them 

breed here and are often too busy to n otice you;  t herefore, 
v iew ing  opporlun i l i es can be superb. 

Tn  s pri n g  and summer, you can also often fi nd Red
eyed, Ye l low-throated, and Wh i te-eyed Vi reos here. 

Even tual l y the t ra i l  gets real ly wel and you ' l l con

s i der  i l  t i me Lo return to your car. Good choice !  Moving 
f'arlher Lo the easl  usua l ly requires knee boots, is  tough 
wal k i n g, an d  has been known to conta i n  more than one 

coltonmoulh 1 Yes, snakes are common at Pomona,  but  if  
you pay attent ion to where you step, you sh o u l d  be safe. 

I u sual ly retrace my s leps back to my car and Lhen 

v e n t ure casl clown the old rai l road bed, where in l ate April  

and May , I typ ical ly fi nd W h i te-eyed V i reo, B l ue-gray 
G nalcalcher ,  American Reclstart, Northern Paru \ a  War

bl er, Y c l l ow-Lhroated Warbler, and Yellow-breasted Chat. 

These spec i es breed here, so you ' l l  l ikely find Lhem i n  

J u ne a n d  Ju l y ,  too. Walk about one mi le  t o  a forest t ra i l  

L h a l  i s  a t  your  r igh l  a n d  goes uph i l l  a short d i stance 

and inlo an area of pines.  Take th i s  trai I i f  you want,  or 
con t i nue head i n g  east down the o l d  rai l road bed .  

T h e  tra i l  Lhat goes south i nto the p i n e  forest l eads 

to a pond .  B e ware, as Lhe pond is  h ome to many cotton
rnoulhs .  Th i s  i s  where T ' ve had m y  c loses t cal ls wi t h  the 
rnoccasi n s .  H' s good to have your hcarl beati ng  extra fast 

some L i  mes.  And i t ' s  good w hen th e s n ake goes lhc other 

way, too. 

Th i s  pond can be very reward i ng for birds. B l ac k  

and Tu rkey V u l t u res .so met i mes roosl  i n  L he trees n ear 

the  pond . Reel- shou ldered Hawks shoul d  eas i l y be found,  

and l i ke l y you have already discovered .">everal before 
reac h i ng the pond. Wood Duck, B l ue-wi nged Teal , and 

Ma l l ard can he  found a long  w i l h  Great B lu e Heron and 

Green Heron .  S wa l l ows,  espec i al l y N orth ern Ro ugh

w i n gcd , Pu rp le  Mart i n ,  and Tree, are co mmon l y seen 
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cal ch i  ng i n sects above lhc pond ' s surf'ace .  Yel low-Lhroatecl 

and P ine  Warb le 1·s are u su a l ly found i n  Lhe pi ne.s a long t h e  

way . S tay al ert Cor b rccdi ng S u  1 1 1  mcr aml Scarlet Tanager, 

too. O lkn ,  bo lh speci es arc i 11 lhc same t ree.  

One o l. my l'<tvor i lc warb ler speci es i s  the  Prothono·· 

tary .  A l  Pomona, and especi al l y  jus t  southwesl  0 1· Lhc 

pon d a !'cw l 'ccl ,  you c rn  usua l ly  get an cxcel le 1 1 t  v iew o l' 

lh i s go l den-headed b i 1·d.  

N ear lhc pond i s  where t h e  l ast S wai nson ' s W ar b l ers 

were detected in the ear l y  1 990s. I ha vcn '  l scc1 1  or h eard 

Lhem at Pomona s i nce the l ate 1 980s .  H ' s  u n l 'orluna lc,  but 

hab i tat destruct i o n ,  bolh in  t h e  Lro p ical w i n te ri ng areas as 
wel l as L he breed ing gro und .s in N o rl h  America, has 

s ign i f'i can lly depl eted Lh i s  spec ies ' n u mbers .  

A fl er enjoy ing  t h e  q u i et retreat of  the p o n d  area, i t ' s 

l i kel y Li me to re turn Lo your car. B y  now,  you'  vc probabl y 

added another 1 0  species to your day 1 i s t  and that Poplarl, 

white-powdered donul ,  o r  grano la  m i x is sou ndi ng  rea l ly 
good 1 Or m aybe, a c lose encou n ter  w i t h  a cottonmouth to 
go w i th your 1 0  spec i e ."> and gro w l i n g  stomach h ave 
suggested i t ' s  t ime  to move 0 1 1 .  

You '  II find m a n y  other i nteresti n g spec ies al Pomona. 

Over t he las t few years , M i ss i ss i pp i K i tes have been 

regu l ar, even attempt i ng  to nest in recent years . 

I n spri n g and s u m mer, B l ue G rosbeaks are al most 

right off of l l l i no i s Route 1 27 as you exit for Pomona. 

Usually you w i l l  al  l east hear them. Other spec i al ties  

i ncl ude Kentucky Warbl er, Carol i n a  Wren,  Fish Crow,  

Carol i n a  C hickadee, and Acad ian Flycatcher .  

A l l  in a l l ,  Pomona offe rs fai rl y easy wal k i n g , decen l  

access, seren i ty from the  u rban l i fe,  spr i ng  w i l d flowers 
gal ore , an d b i rd i ng that 's  h ard Lo be.al. 

Don ' t forget your bug spray. Tick .s and mosqu i toes 

thr ive .  And yes, the snakes. However, don ' t  let them 
scare you away.  Ac tual l y , most snakes encountered h ere 

are non-poisonous .  Don ' t  forget the lurkey h u n ters. I n  

season, they' re o u t  there . They h ave ri gh ts , too, so he 

courteous . 

Tf you want  m ore i n formation on Pomona, or south

ern I l l i no i s bi rdi ng,  in genera l ,  p l ease check W. Doug l as 
Robin so n ' s  book, Southern Illinois Birds p ubl ished by 

Southern Ill inois U n i vers i ty Press ( 1 997 ) .  I L  inc l udes 

detai led m igrat ion c h ronology and h istori cal records for 

al l  species recorded i n  southern T l l i n oi s .  The bonus i s  a 
location gu ide thal  Doug i nc l ucled, wh ich  shou ld  be 

va l uab l e  lo birders for years to come.  Tune i n  to a l'u ture 
i s s u e  Cor more southern J l l in o i s  b i rd i n g .  Unti l  Lhen, good 

b i rd in g 1 

- - !OS Bourd Member Keith McMullen is u Wildlife 

Biologist with the U.S. li rmy CorJJs o(Engineers ond lives 

with h is wif'c, Myru ut 1 405 DeSoto Drive, 0 ' Fol/on, 

Illinois 62269. 
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SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS - Winter Season 1 997 /98 

Breeding Plumage Franklin's Gull found in January 

On 2 J a nu ary 1 99 8 ,  I went 
Lo W i l m cllc '. -; G i l lson Park w i t h  
Jo-;h  Engel  to l o o k  for u n u s u a l  
g u l l s .  We b rnught p lenty o/"brcad 
Lo a 1 1 1·< 1 c l  the bi 1·ds, an d we lrnped 
ror SO lllC c l ose v iew.'> of wh itc
wi ngcd g u l l  species  I ha! can be 
rou nd h c 1·c in  w i nter .  The 1·c
ce11  Ll y comp lc icd Chris lmas Bi 1·d 
Cou n ts had y i e lded some u n usu
a l ly  l alc .-;tragg lers in  nor l h c rn  
1 1 1  i no i s ,  a n d  t h e  weather rema i n ed 

u nseason ab l y w arm. 

Soon after arr ival ,  I scan n ed 

lhe g u l l  fl ock 011 the ice m o u n d  
Oil lhe beach south of Lhe h a 1·hm 
m o u t h  e n t rance.  A s m al l ,  dark
hooded and dark-man t led gu l l 
res t i n g  among l h e  R i ng-b i l led 

Breeding p/urru1ge Fronklin '.1· Gull ut Wilmette '.1· Gillson 
Parle Cook Co. 2 Jun. I 998. This is northern Illinois ',1'.first 

on l y Lhe l'omlh i n  J an u ary 
1·or the .-; l a le. A Fra n k l i n ' s  
G u l l  w;1s repo1'Led i n  Rock 
ls  land on i h c  M i .'>S i s s i p 1' i  
R i ve r  ['rnm I 1 - 1 2  J a n uary 
1 992 (Da n l ey I lJlJ2 :  1 1  I ) . 

T h e  u l h e r  t w o  .l a n u <u·y 
records <ll'e rro111 cenlral  I l 
l i no i s ;  011e adu l l  w a s  l 'ou ml 
011 l h e  M i ss i s s i p p i  R i ve 1· i n  
H a 111 i l lon 1 6- 1 7  J a n u a ry 
1 9 8 7  a n d  a n o t h e r  ad u l l  
.'> Layed as l ate as 6 J an u ary 
I 976 al Lake Spri ngfi e l d  
(Boh l e n  1 989) .  

A fran k l i n ' s  G u l l  in  
J a n uary i s  rare eno ugh .  B u l  
o n e  i n  breed i ng pl u mage i s  Januurv record fi1r rhis .1pecie.1. Photo hy Eric Wolters. 

and Herri ng G u l l s  slarl led m e .  I y e l l ed lo Josh lhal  1 lhough l 
I h ad a Laugh i n g  G u l l  (f"w·u.1· ufricillu), reason i ng lhal L h c  
o lhcr  d ark-hooded, dark- ma n L l ecl gu l l , t h e  Fra n k l i n ' s ,  w i nters 
i n  Soulh  A merica.  B u t  lhc m ore we looked, the more i ts  
realures ri l a Fra n k l i n ' s  G u l l  (L f'ipixrnn).  Nol sal i s ri ed w i Lh 
t h e  look,  we t hrew bread i nto the h arbor c h an n e l . l m m ed i 
alely.  t h e  g u l l  flew towards us  arrordi ng u s  v iew.-; as c l ose as 
IS feet away . 

The b i rd h ad a dark hood; th ick,  whi te eye crescenls ;  a 
redd i s h  unmarked b i l l ;  a d ark grny m a n L l e ;  b l ad .  l egs;  and a 
sma l l  amoun l of b l ack i n  Lhe wi ngs separa L i n g  w h i te t i ps from 
Lhe w h i le cresce n L- s h aped i 11 n e 1· pri 1muies .  There was no dou bt 
abou l i l ;  we had d i scovered a Fran k l i n ' s  G u l l  i n  Jan u ary. 

Th i s  is Lhe second n o rL h e rn  1 1 1  i no is reco1·d 1 ·nr J a n u ary and 

even rarer. This  species  goes 
th rough a compl ele m o l t slarl i n g  somel i m e  between Novem
ber  and Apri l on i ls South A merican w i n te r i n g  groun d s . The 
Frank l i n ' s  G u l l  wears l h c  adu l t  s u mmer p l u mage fro111 Febru
ary lo Septe m ber (Granl  1 986) .  
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Yellow-breasted Chat Winters in Northern Illinois 
On 2 1 Decem ber 1 99 8 ,  I ran i n lo Craig Thayer w h o  was 

he lp i n g  m e  w i lh Lhe C h r i .'ilnrns  B i rd Count at L i l l i e  Reel 
S c h o o l h o u s e  N a t u re Center i n  t h e  Palos area, Cook Cou n t y .  
He lokl me of h i s 1norni 11g h i g h l i gh t  o f  over a dozen Tufted 
T i t m i ce , w h i c h  WC lhoughl  was a spcclacular n u m ber ror 
northeast I l l i no i s .  He also m en t i on ed lhal  he m e l  Karen 
Harl , w h o  c l a i med lo h ave seen a Ye l l ow- breaslccl Chat 
(/clcrio 1 1irrns ) al th e  beeh ives ' 

C ra i g  m ad e  lwo rorays after l h i s  l arge warb l er b u t  h ad 
no l uc k .  N ews spread on l l3 ET, l h e  compu ter E-m a i l  l i s t  for 
1 1 1  i n o i s  b i rd ers ,  l hal I h i s  chat  was seen ca t i n g  dead bees al 
l h c  n a t ure cen ln. La1e1· i 11 lhe week, J went o u t  lo mecl J oe 
Mi losevich who had h i s  ca111cr'1 scl lo p hotograph l h i s  u n usua l 
w i  nlcr occurrence . .J oe pointed out  t h e  ch al ,  w h i c h  w a s  rac i ng 
away frorn 111 c ,  s i ll i n g  sl i l l  in Lhc bran1 b l c s .  No wondcr o lhers 
h ad mi s .-;ed lh i s  b i rd i n  l h c  pre v i o u .-; J'cw day.-;_ The a1·ca around 
lhe beeh i ves was s urrou nded by t h i ckets o l' rn u l l i l ' Jora 1w;c 
and i i' t h e  b i rd w< 1 s  1wl ; 1c l i vc ,  ii was u n l i ke l y  lo be see n .  

VoL 7, No. 3 

On ] I Dece m ber 1 998,  everyth i n g  was q u i le di fferen t . 
The te1 11pcraturc w as w anner, lhc s u n  was sh i 11 i n g, and bees 
were fl y i ng . The chal was activ e l y J'e.edi ng , mo.c, l l y  on Lhe 
m an y  cleacl bees on lhe s n o w ,  b u l  sometimes as bees exi led L h e  
h i ves .  A l  o n e  p o i n t ,  l h e  chaL  l anded 25 reel away i n  com
p l c l c l y  u nobstructed s n ow-covered grass.  My prev i ou s expe
r ience h as been ones of bric f fl ec l i n g  g l ances ,  u s u a l l y  t hrough 
l ea ves and bu shes . /\gai 1 1sl  t h e  snow, lhe chal  stuck o u t  l i ke 
a s h i n i 11g  lemon.  

Bohlen ( I  �)89) 1 11e11 l i o n s  t h  1·ee reclmls of w i  11lcri ng cha ls 
in I l l i no i s ,  none in Lhe nort hern part of lhc stale . Th e  chal 
stayed t h rnugh 2 I Janu ary 1 998,  and w as .seen spo md i ca l  ly by 
1 1atura l i sts al t h e  nature center.  
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Field 

Notes 

Surf' Scota drmving /Jy Duvid A t/wn.1·. 

The 1997/98 Winter Season 

T h e  J 9lJ7/lJ8 w i nler season was ou lstand i n g rm l ale

dep<1 rl i ng fo l l  m i gran l s , and i n c l uded a sca l leri ng 0 1· ra 1· i l i es . 

Even w i l h  l h e  m i l d  w i ntn, lyp ica l co l d  weather s pec ies we 1·e 

prc s e n l .  though nol  i n  l arge n u m bers . Becau se o l" l hi s , lhe 
period produced perhaps the  widcs l  mnge of species  delec led 
i n  I l l i no i s  ror a w i n le 1· season .  Desen i n g spec i a l men l i o n  a 1·e 

Western Grebe., Barrow's  Goldeneye, Os prey . brced i n g- j) l u m

aged F1·an k l i n ' s  G u l l ,  Cal i fornia G u l l .  i n land Black-legged 
K i tt i i wake, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Sedge Wre n .  Varied 
Th rush . e i gh l s 1)ec i e s  o r  wmb l ers . and good conccnlrat i o n s  of 

w i n le r  !"i nches .  

Trends for mosl  b i rd ram i l ies  were m i xed. W alnbird 

h i gh l ig h l s  i nc l uded rou 1· s pec i es o l" grebes : l ate pe l icans , eor

moran ls .  and  G 1·ea l  Egre ls :  aga i n  la 1·ge spr i ng s lagi n gs for 
·'weste rn" geese: ma ny Canada Geese w i nter i ng norlh or the i  1· 
lrad i t i o n a l soulhern I l l i no i s  areas: and a l l  t h ree sco ter spec i es . 
A l l  lhe b i 1·ds or prey were rou n d  i n  average a n d  above n u m bers . 
B a l d  Eagles were fou nd i n  u s u a l  n u mbe 1·s . N o 1·lhe rn H arr i e rs 
and Roug h- legged H awks were 1·ound i n good co ncen lrat i on s 

g i ve n proper habita t . Aec i p i ters had a very good season : 

observers s po tted many 11ea1· reeders, w h i l e  a handfu l of l ucky 
obsnvers found N or lhern Gosh aw ks . V a 1· i ou s  morphs wne 

repmted for Red-u1 i l ed H awks. Keslrel and gameb i rd n u m bers 

were l ow . Observers recorded 1 1  spec ies o r  gu l l s , lhough 
n u mbers o r  i nd i v i d ua l s we1·e fewe1· l h a n  u s u a l .  O w l s  were 

u n spectacu l ar. except rm the concenlral io11 of S horl-eared 
O w l s  a l Prai 1·ie R i dge S lale N a l u 1·al Arca. S apsuc ke1·s we 1·c 
sca1·ce. The P i leatcd Wood pecker co n t i n ues to be i n creas i ng l y 

presenl  i n  l he northern h a lf o l" thc s la le . 

Obse1·vc1·s a l so  cuun led excel l e n l  nu 111 hcrs 0 1· Reel -breas ted 

N u l halcheo; ear ly  i 1 1 t h e  season .  Severn! wren s l i ngered la le. 

Scal lerccl w arblu rari l i es col ored the stale ror severa l l ucky 
b i rders. S p<1 rrnw d i ve 1·s i ly was cxce l lc 11 l . Da 1·k-cyccl .Ju ncos,  

Lap l a nd I .o n gs pu 1·s , and S now B u n t i ngs pul in norn1al  ap 1)ca 1·

ances even w i l h o u l  l l 1 c  u .s u < i l s n o w  co ver. A good v < 1r i cty o l-

no 

B y  Robert Danley 

w i n ler C inches was see1i. lhough Even i n g Grosbe<1k bucked the 

lre n d :  l h i s  was lhe second w i n le 1· in a row w i l h  low m1 1 1 1he 1·s fo 1· 
l h i s  s pec i es .  

The wca l he r cou kl be descri bed w i t h  lwo phmses :  El N i no 

and c l ouds.  h1r lu nate l y our .<; late escaped lhe dev asla l i ng h i gh 

w i nds ancl ra i 11 ra l l  su1Tered by coas la l  .<; la les .  M n s l  0 1· I l l i no i s 

j u s l  s u llered J'ro 111 p ro l onged c l o ud i ness am! lx1 l m y l e m p e 1·a 

l u res .  Meteoro l ogi s ts sa id  the pasl  Jan u a 1·y ( 1 99 8 )  was l hc 
c l o u d i e s t  i n  C h i cago h i s lory . 

The l a s l  s i n1 i lar  s lnrng El Ni no effccl was i n  1 982/83 .  

I ntere s l i  ng l y . observers recorded a s i  111 i I a1· s I ate o f  s pec i es lhe n . 

c l ose ly  ma tc h i ng w hat was fou nd th i s  yea 1·. i nc l ud i ng many I ale 

warb le rs . 

W i n lcr was res lr ic led to a pe r i od from I l l lo 1 4  Jan uary 
1 998 ,  bri n g i n g  the co ldest temperatures  o l. lhe seas o n :  lows or 
0-8 degrees F and h i gh s near 20 degrees F. Dece m be 1· ri n i s hcd 

4 degrees above normal and recei ved o n l y  7 5' ;i or normal  

p 1·ec i p i lat i on . A /"ler a m i d-J an u a ry cold snap,  te rnperatmes 

rebou nded lo 6 or m ore degrees above normal w ith below 

normal  amounls  o f  ra i n  rai l .  

A s pec i a l  lhanks  i s  ex lended t o  a l l  con lri bu tors l o  l h i s  

reporl ,  w h o  <ire l i s ted here i n  ru l l aml by i 11 i t ia l s  fol low in g each 

observat i o n :  C i mly Alberi co , A l a n  Anderson, Renee B a ade 
( R B a) ,  M a rgaret Baker ( M B a ) ,  Steve Bai ley ,  Mark B e 1 1 11cl l  

( M /3t) ,  Da le B irken holz ( DB i ) ,  R ichard B i ss , R ich �ml Bj orkl u nd 

( RBj ) ,  D a v i d  B o h l e n ,  A a rn n  Boone ( A B o ) ,  Ron B rad l ey ( R B r ) ,  

Todd B ugg (Tl3 u ) , Scol t  L. Carpe n ter ,  Kar i n  Casse l , Rohen 
Ch ape l , Pau l C l y ne, S cot t  Cohrs, W i l l  C o rn i ng, R o bert Dan l ey , 

G l y 11 Dawson.  Myrna Dcalon,  Judy De Nea l ,  Ti m Dever, 

Tam my Devi ne (TDe ) ,  J osh Enge l ,  Caro l y n  F i e l ds (CFs i ,  

Karen F ishe 1· ( K F i ) ,  Robnt Fisher  ( RF i ) ,  Darl ene F i s ke, Mall  
Fraker (MFr) , U rs Geiser, M ichel l e Gemg i  (M Ge ) , Brad () rover, 
.J i m  H am pson , Ma1· ia11 11e Hahn  ( M Ha) ,  Scott H i ck m a n ,  Ca 1·y 

I I i i lcgonds ( C l  1 i ) . Frank Hol 111cs,  Larry Hood, Roberl H u ghe,; . 
.J i m  1-l u l l i h a n  ( J I-I n ) ,  Ban·i ,� H u n l , Dav i d .J o h n s o n ,  D a n  

Meadowlark 



Kasseb a u m ,  Eric Kersh ner,  Vern o n  K l ee n ,  J ol1 11 Koch, R a n d y  

Korolev (R K o ) ,  J a m e s  Land i n g, V i c k i  Lrng, K e n t  Lan n erl  
( KLtJ ,  W ade Lou i s ,  M i ke Madsen , W a l ler  Marc isz ,  Ray 

M ars h a l l a  (RMa) , John M c Da n ie l  (J M d ) ,  C y n t h i a  M c Kee 

( C M c ) ,  Joh n  M c Kee (JMc),  Kei t h  M cM u l l e n ,  Margo Merri c k ,  
R i c hard Messenger ( RM r),  J o e  M i l os e v i c h ,  R h o n d a  M o n roe 

( R M o ) ,  R o bert  M o n tgomery, Roy M o1Ti s  ( R M s) ,  Beryl  N e l so n ,  

Dan O l son ( D O n ) ,  J u d y  Pol l oc k  ( J P o ) ,  Joh n  P u rcel l ( J P u ) ,  Fl i l l  
Reickerl ( B R ! ) ,  M i chael R etter,  A d a m  Rey b u rn ,  Ph i l  Reyburn ,  

D o u g  R o b i n s o n ,  T a ra R o b i n s o n ,  W e s  S e r a l' i n ,  D a r r e l l 

S h a m b a u g h ,  Jonathon S i ms ( J S i ) ,  J ames 0. S m i th ,  Leon ard 
S la 11 l ey ( L S I ) ,  A l a n  Stokie ,  Douglas F. Stolz, Scoll  S ud k a m p  

( S S p ) ,  .l an i ce S weet (JS w ) ,  Cra i g  Thayer, J e ll W a l k ,  Eric 
W a l le 1·s ,  A l l e n  Wel by,  R ic hard W h i t t o n  ( R Wh ) ,  D a n  W i l l iams,  
Geo ll W i l l i a m s o n ,  Bernie W i l tsh i re ,  R ic k  W r i g h t .  

WINTER 97/98 FIELD NOTES 

Red-throated Loon 
LD: 7 Dec, Saganashkee S l o u g h  (Cook Co)(WS, R F i ,  Kl-'i ) .  

Common Loon 
W i n tered, CONWR ( R D ) . LD: 1 4  Dec, Decalur ( Macon Co)( M D ) ;  
6 D e c ,  S p l'ld ( D B ) .  E/\:  1 3  Feb, Wolf L (Cook Co)(DFS).  

Pied-billed Grehe 
MC: 86,  Newlon L (Jaspe1· Co) ,  23 Dec (JW ) ;  55,  S pflcl, 27 Jan 
( D B ) ;  40, CONWR, 2 Feb ( K M ) ;  23, Wi l l  & Grundy Cos, 27 Dec 
( J M ) ;  22,  J-IL, 2 Dec ( K M ). LD: 1 5  Jan  ( 2 ) ,  Wol l ' L (Cook 
Co)(DFS ) ;  27 Dec, Wauk ( S H ) ;  27 Dec, LCal ( M l:la).  

Horned G rebe 
MC: 1 7 , S pi ' ld,  2 Dec ( I  wi n l e 1·ccl-DB ) ;  1 2, CONWR, 23 J a n  
( R D ) ;  4,  B l on111 i n glon ( M c Lean Co) ,  27 D e c  ( M F1·) ;  3 ,  I- I L, 2 Dec 
( K M ) ;  2,  Decatur ( M acon Co), 20 Dec ( MD),  

Eared Grebe 
MC: 2,  S p l'lcl, 1 6  Dec ( I  w i n le 1·cd-DB ). 

Western G rebe 
9 .Ian ,  JP (SLC, "' PC)-sc.coml l alcsl deparlu 1·e f'or J L .  

American W h ite Pel ican 
MC: 55 ,  LChau,  5 Dec ( IUlj ) ;  2 ,  Henderson Co, 26  Dec ( A R ) . E i\ :  
26 Peb, M a d i son C o  (FH) .  

Pied-hilled Grehes. Braidwood, Will Co. 2 7  Dec. / <)97. 

Sixteen Pied-hilled Grehes were tu/lied ut  the Morris

Wilminf;ton Christmas Bird Count. Photo hy Joe B. 
Milosevich. 

As a 1J1'i n l i n g  aid, the fol l ow i ng abbre v i at i o n s  have been used thro u g h o u t  t h i s  report: 

C B C  Chris tmas B i rd Cou n l  m .ob. many observe1·s 
EA bu·f i es t  An"i v a l ( s )  ad. ad u l t  
M C  M a x i m u m  Cou n t( s )  subad.  subadu l t  
LD Lalcsl Depa1'l u rc ( s )  i 111111 . i 111111alure 
'" documented recmcl w i n l . w i n lcr (p l u m age) 
ph. 11holog1·aphed Co( s )  C o u n ty (Cou nt ies )  

Cad .L 
CBG 
CypCi·k 
Chi 
C l i n.L 
CNC 
CON WR 

DcerG 
Evanslon 
Fern1 i  
GLPSP 
GranlP 
HL 
H LCA 
ll3SP 
JP 
Jo l ie t  
LC al 
LC'lwu 

Ca1·ly lc  Lake ( C l i nton.  Fayetle & Bond Cos) 
-= Chicago Botanic Garden (G lencoe. Cook Co) 

Cypress Creek N<1 l iona l  W i l d l i fe Rcl'ugc (Pu laski  Co) 
C h i cago ' s  Lakefro11l l'arks, exc lud ing JP (Cook Co)  
C l i nton Lake (De W i lt Co)  
Crab1 1·ee Nature Ccn ler, Baffi nglon (Cook Co) 

= Crab 01·chard Nat ion;d W i lcl l i fc Refuge 
( W i l l iamson Co) 

"' Dee1- G mve FP (Cook Co)  
= Evanston (Cook Co) 
= rcrrn i lab at Batav ia  (Du Page CoJ 
= Goose Lake P1·a i 1·i c  SP & Heideckc I ,  (Crumly Co) 
<= Ch icago' s  G ranl Park (Cook Co) 
= Horseshoe Lake ( M ad ison Co) 
= Horseshoe Like CA ( A l cxanclc'l· Co ) 
= I l l i no i s  Beach SP (Lake Co) 
= Ch ie<1go' s  Jackson Park (Cook Co) 
= Ju l iet ( W i l l  Co) 

Lake Cal u 111el & v i c i n i ty (Cool( Co) 
= L<1kc Chatauqua National Wi ld l i fe  Ref'ugc ( M asrn1 Co) 

LCNI' 
M . Al'b 
MPW/\ 

MidewinP1-
M M  
Montrose 
Miss .  R 
Ms!'al 
MVSP 
Palos 
l'R S N A  
R e n d  L 
Rock l'md 
SRSF 
Spfld 
UCCI\ 
U rbana 
Wau k 
W i l 11 1elle 

C A  
Fl' 
L 
L&D 
R 
S P  

Conse1·va l ion  A 1·ea 
Foresl Preserve 
Lake 
Lock & Darn 
R i ve r  
S tale Park 

La S a l le Cou n ly Nuc lear Plant (La Sal le  Co) 
MOl'ton A 1·borelu 111 (Du Page Co) 

"' M iddle Furk Fish & W i l cl l i l'e A1·ca 
(Vermi l i o n  Co) 

= M idcwi n  Tallgrnss Prairie ( W i l l  Co) 
McKee Marsh (Du Page Co) 

= C h i cago's  Montrose Harbor area (Cook Co) 
"' M ississ i pp i  R i ver ( various counties)  
= M ississ i ppi  Pal i sades SP (Carrnl l Co) 
= Motaine View SP ( McLean Co) 
"' Palos area forest preserves (Cook Co) 
= Prai1·ie R idge S tate Natural A rea (Jaspe1· Co) 
= Rene! Lake (Fra n k l i n  & J effe1·son Cos)  
= l�ockford (Win nebago Co) 

Sand R i dge Stale Fmesl (Mason Co) 
Sp 1· ingl'ield (Sangamon Co) 
U n i o n  County CA ( l l n i o n  Co) 
Urbana (Champaign Co) 
Waukegan (Lake Co) 
W i l rnetle (Cook Co) 

T1·a 1 1s 11<u·cnl  d i 1 cc l iu 1 1 <1 l s  such as c<1. = cast (cm) ,  1 1c. = 1 1orlhcas l (cm) ,  so. = south(e l'll ) ,  clc. ,  a1·c used whe1-e relevant. When i 11 l'or111a 1 io 11 011 
cou 11 Ls grcalc1· L lla11 one, 01 1  sexes,  and/or 011 ages ol" h i rd .-; observed i s  a v.:1 i l ah lc ,  iL i s  gcnc1·a l l y  i n c l uded in parcnlhcscs artcr the date of the 
rec1 1 1\I . 1-l cad i ng.s /"or .species  r c q u i 1· i n g  rev iew by Ilic T l l i no is  Orn i l h o l ogical Records Co1rnni llee ( I O RC ) ,  and s1Jecics o r· exlrc 1 1 1e ly  1 1 1 1usa l  
01u1 1Tcncc in  I l l i no is  i n  w i n 1c 1', ap 11uu· i n  CAPITALIZED, UNDERLIN ED, AND BOLDFACE!} l'on ls . Nolcworlhy dales o l'occu l'l-cncc 
and 1'e 1 1 1a 1'k< 1hly l i i g l 1  counts  fo1· 11ic slalc as  a whole 111· 1·rn· 11< 1rl icu 1 <1r reg ions  ol' the sla l c  a1•c unclcrlincd ancl bol,(!Jm:c_c;I_, and s 1 1 111e f u nhc 1· 
c d i 10 1· i a l  1'rn1a 1·k .s a 1·c bolcl l'acccl. l'u h l i 1::1 l i 1 J 1 1  o l  some docu 11 1cn icd record.s has been w i l h h c l d ,  pend i n g  JORC:  1·ev icw, Waicrl'owl  s u 1·vcy 
1'cprn·1.s f'm11 1  M ic h e l l e  CJcm :' i ( M C!c )  l l i. lhc l l l i n o i ., N �1 lu 1a l  H is l l l 1 'y S u 1·vcy arc ae1· i a l  esl i 111 ales . 
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Double-crested Cormorant 
MC: 21 l l l .  Rend L.  8 Dec ( K M ) .  O t hers:  6 Dec. W a u k (J M d ) ;  1 8  
Dec . .1 1' I l 'C) :  2 7  Dec. B ra id wood I W i  I I  C:o)( C A J :  .1 Jan ( 2 ), LCN I' 
(C&.I M c ) :  5 .I a n .  Wol l. I . (Cook C o ) ( D F S ) :  7 · I  lJ Ja11 .  Cad . I .  I K M J :  
ll & I 0 .I an .  S p l"l d  ( D B ). 

( ; reat Blue Heron 
MC:  1 0<1. C:a l'l . L .  22 l )cc ( K M ): 1 4. W i l l  & G n1ndy Cos. 2 7  Dec 
( .I M ) :  1 1 . S 1i l"l d .  I ."\ Dec ( D l3 ). L i 1 1gL '.l·cd  al scvc1·al s i lcs even in 1 10 .  
cou n l ic .s we l l  i n lo .I a n :  w i 1 1 lc1·cd < l l  R i v c 1·woods ( Like C o ) ( LW ). 

C real Egret 
L I ) :  2 8  Dec. Mel Price 1 .& D  ( M <tdison C:o ) ( i "'l-I J :  l '.l  Dec. S p l'ld 
( 1 ) 13 ) :  1 1  Dec, 1 Jccal u 1· ( M acrn1 C 'o ) ( M I ) ). 

Black-cro w n ed Nigh l-lferon 
MC: .15 .  I-IL. l lJ .Ian  ( w i n tcn:d-K M ). Other: 2 1  Feb ( local l y  
w i n teri n g " ) .  C ha111 paig 1 1  Co (.I W .  W I . ) .  

Black Vulture 
b. J ackson Co C l�C.  ::!2 Dec ( R IVl o l .  

M ute Swan 
M ' :  I 1 9 , W o l i " L  ( Cook Co),  27 . Ian ( D FS ) ;  47,  Long G rove ( l_;ikc 
Co), 2."\ Jan (CFs) :  5.  1-kywol'lh ( Me l .can Co), :l I Dec-period 1 T H u .  
M f'r):  5 ,  G 1«1ys l akt: ( Mc l lcn 1·y o ) ,  1 (1 .l <l l l  ( DW ) ;  LI w i 1 1 1crc d .  
i<. i 1 cnvood � ( I  . a k c  Co) (L:W ) :  2 w i 1 1 1c 1·c,1 . nea 1· M M  ( 1 -:W ) :  2 .  Ga�cs 
I .  ( Lake Co) .  24 Feb ( S i l ). 

L 

T u n d ra S wa n  
M C :  1 80+. Wau k .  3 I D e c  ( R l3 .  l·:W ) :  40 ( :l -1  ad . .  7 i n1 11 1. ) .  L C :h<l l l  
( R 13j ) :  1 2  ( 5  i 11 1 1 1 1 ) .  W i n 1 h 1·0 1J I l a rbol' ( l .ci kc (.' ( ) ) ,  1 7 .Jan  ( w 1 1 h  8 .s t i l l  
present  on 1 8  .l a n ) ( F W ,  n i .ob. ) :  1 1  ( (1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 , ,  5 <td , ) ,  S p l'ld . dale" 
( D l3 J :  5 .  LCl l .  1 1  J a n  ( .1 1 . J ; 4. LCN I'. 1 -2 1  Dec (C&,ll V lc l :  :I .  I l l i no is  
R ( I  .a Sa l  l e  C :o ) .  3 I . I an- I .I I 'ch  ( C&.1 Mc) :  '.:! i 1 1 1 1 1 1  . .  Roc ldord, I 4-
2h l )cc  ( D W ) :  I '.:!  1�·c h ,  Ca 1·l , I .  ( l ) K ) .  1.\ l a lc 1 1 1 i g 1·a 1ory 1 1rnve 1 11e 1 1 l .  

Wood Duck 
7- 1 4  Dcc. M cLean Co (rl3u):  20 Dec 0 ) , .lo l icl ( J l'vl ) : 2 1  Dec ( .\ ). 
S p 1·1 ( 1 ( D l3 J :  I J a n  ( 5 ) . Du l 'agc Co ( [( l ' i .  IO:i ) :  I J ;1 1 1  ( 2 l . l l l i 1w 1 s  I<. 
( I  .a Sa l  le C o l ( C'&.I M c ) :  I .I an  ( 2 ) .  1 1 1  i 11 i  S I' ( I  .a S a l l e  C o ) (  DS ) :  2 J a 1 1  
{:l J ,  G LYSI' ! DFS ). 

(;ad wall 
MC: 2:10. 1 3 1·a i d woml ( W i l l  Col & G I .PS I\ 27 Dec 
( .I M J : 2 1 0. S p rl d .  2 8  Dec ( D H J :  1 22, J IL. l 'l .I a n  
( K M ) :  .'i 8 ,  W i l 1 1 1 i 1 1 !.! lo 11 ( W i l l  C o ) .  27  D c c  ( C i\  l :  3 1 .  
LCa l .  1 5  Jan ( 0 1:;-S ). Counts o l" 1 - 'l b i rd s  rro111 
rn1·i u u s  1 10 . s i lcs  t h rough 2 J <l l l . 

American W i geon 
M C :  1 70. S p rl d .  I .\ Fch ( D l3 1 :  :m Carl . L. 22 l )cc  
( K M J: 22 .  W i l 11 1 i ngton (' W i l l  Co) .  2 7  Dec (C1\ l :  5 .  
J o l i e t .  2( )  Dec ( .I M J :  7 .  Z i o n  ( Lake Co) .  :1 1 Dec  (4 
w i n l c 1·ed-l�W ) :  i -'l . M V S P .  I .l an- 1 l'cb ( M l<. ) : 2 .  
W i n nebago C o .  1 5  Feb ( 13() ) , 

A me rican B lack Duck 
MC: 40h. N e w to n  L ( .I asper Col,  2 Jan ( , J  W ) :  I 25. 
l3 1·;1 id woml ( W i l l  Col & C J I YSP.  2 7  Dec ( J M ) :  :m. 
LCN I'. I J a n  (C&.I M c J :  2 1 1 .  S p l'l d .  2 8  Dec ( DB-
win tered a lso) :  1 8 , M id e w i n Pr. 2lJ .I an ( Dl'S l. 

Mallard 
511 0 1 1• Geese. Luke Sungchris, Sungum(l / I  Co. 22 Fell. ! CJ9R. Photo /Jv 
Dennis Oehmke. 

M C :  66.500. L.C h a u .  1 8  Dec ( R Bj ) :  .10 . I H H l .  LCN I'.  
1 4  Dec (C&J M c ) :  .'i ,4011. Nt:wlon L ( Ja s p c i- Co) .  2 

Turkey Vulture 
L D :  I .1 Dec, Rend L ( L S t ) .  

G reater W hite-fro nted Goose 
MC: 635, Ca 1· l . I .  (C l i 11 1on Co). 22 Dec ( KM ) ;  hOl l .  S p l' ld ,  5 F<.:b 
( D I� ) :  1 94. C l i n . L ,  l lJ Dec ( RC J :  1 27 .  LCN I'. 1 4  Feb (C&J M c ) .  
Others: 4 1 ,  W i n neba[!<I C<> .  1 5  �;cb ( B G i : :15 .  N ewlon L (Jasper 
Co),  2 Jan  ( JW ,  D O n .  SSp):  7, Glacial  l'ark ( McHenry Co).  24 Feb 
( RB a ) :  24 Nov-2  .J ;1 n .  W i l 1n e l lc/Fvanston (J  K. ': M l- la,  EW cl a l , ) ,  

Snow Goose 
MC: 1 20.51 10, so. I l l i no i s  con.sc 1·v a l ion areas, 27 J a n  ( R M a ) :  
I 0,000, S pfld. 4 Feb ( Dl3 ) ;  5 2 5 .  Carl.L. 2 1  Feb ( KM ); 5 1 0, LChau, 
1 2  Feb ( 1( 13j ) .  L I ) :  20 Dec ( 2 ) ,  Pecalo n i t:a ( W i 1 1 ncbago C o )( D W ) .  

Ross's Goose 
Prnba h l c  b l u e  morph, S p l'ld,  26 Jan ( Dl3). M C :  <J , S p l

.
l t l .  211 Feb 

( DH-could have found 111any 111nrc ) ;  7+. UCCI\ .  mid Jan ( R D ) :  3, 
Carl .L .  3 1  Jan ( M D ) .  M a11y i n tcri ncd i ale b i 1·ds (hybri d s )  a1·e bei n g  
seen.  B l ue 1 1 1orph hybrid. W i nnebago C o .  1 3-20 Dec ( " ' H G ) .  

Canada C oose 
I .ow n u 1 11bers ror so. areas, M C: 2YUJOll, so. I l l i nois conservation 
<l l"cas, 28 J ;u1  IR M a) :  8 ,0011 .  S p rl d .  2 1  Jan ( DB L  6.00ll . M aho11 1ct  
( C ' l 1a 111 1Ja ign  Co),  1 8  . l : \ 1 1  ( l<. C J ;  4 , IH IO, LC N I' ,  1 11 J • cb (C&J M c ) .  
il,2]8,  L.C h a u .  1 8  Dcc ( IUlj ) :  1 , 1 1 1 0, W a u k ,  1 .1 .lan ( [W ) ; lJ( ) ( ) ,  . I I ' , 
I J a n  ( l 'C ). S m a l l  race: 8, J I'. l · l  Dcc ( ! 'C J  

112 

.I an (J W ): 2,000. Spfld,  1 (1 Jan  ( D B ) :  .'i00-700. 
Shabbona L SP ( De Ka l b  Co) .  1 -24 Dec I DS ) .  

B lue-wi nged Teal 
1 9-20 Dec. Joliet ( '  J M ) ; 20 Dec & 1 2  Feb ( p;1 i r ) .  LChau. ( Rl3j
prob;1hly overwi11tercd nearby ) .  

Northern Shoveler 
MC: 352. H L, 25 Jan ( K M l :  1 55 .  1-ILCA. 3 Jan ( i' idc V K--reco1·d 
h i gh  for C B C J :  87 ,  LChau.  1 2  Dec ( RBj ) :  20. C B C ,  3 Jan ( J M d ) :  
1 6, Lake Co. 2.1 Jan (CFs ) ;  1 6 . LC:al .  9 Ja n (DFS ) :  1 4, Sp(ld. I <J Jan 
( D [:l) .  Othc1·s : 7 Dec ( 5 ) . M c Lean Co ( T H u .  M Fr ) :  1 4  Dec ( 2 ) . 
LCN P ( C &J M c ) ;  20 Dec, L R e n w i c k  ( W i l l  C o ) ;  1 3  Jan .  Evanston 
(E W ). 

Northern Pintail  
MC:  1 5 .400, M i ss.  R val ley ( s tatewide ) .  1 6  Dec ( Iv\ G c ) ;  2 1 7 .  
Carl .L .  22 D e c  ( K M ) ;  6 0 ,  Spfl d .  S J a n  ( D H ) ;  40. CON W R ,  1 0  J an 
( Rl ) J ;  7. LCN I', 1 4  Dec (C&J M c ) ,  

C reen�wingecl Teal 
MC: 98, N ewton L (Jaspe1·Co) ,  2 .J a n  ( J  W J :  1 3 , S 1ifl c l .  1 8  Dec ( D l3 ) :  
I 0 ,  Hidden L FP ( D u  l'agc Co) ,  2 J a n  ( E W  ) ;  7 ,  .lo l ic l ,  2 0  l )c,: ( J M ). 
L.D: 1 4  Dec, J I' ( PC, SL.CJ.  

Canvashack 
MC: 26,900, u 11pcr M iss. R v a l ley ,  I I Dec ( M C! e ) :  1 40, l l C C A .  4 
Jan ( i'ide V 1(-CBC rcc( ) 1·d h i g h ) ;  7 5 ,  S p  rid.  2lJ . Ian ( D ll ) : 6),  l l L. 
l 'J J an ( K M ) :  1 3 , 13ra id wood ( Wi l l  C ' o ) .  27 l kc ( J M ) .  Other:. :  J a n -

Meadowl ark 



7 Feb ( 2 ) ,  M V S P  ( M R ,  T B u ) ;  I 3 Dec (fe m a l e ) ,  Rockfcml , ( B C ) ;  I 
J an ( m a l e ) ,  I l l i n o i s  R ( La S a l l e  C o ) (C&.I M c ) ;  1 3-3 1 Jan ( m a l e ) ,  
W<1 u k  (EW, J M d ) .  

Redhead 
Found i n  usua l  low 1 1 L 1n 1ber s .  MC: 1 ,500, u 11pcr M i ss .  R va l l ey ,  1 1  
Dec ( M Cl c ) .  Olhers:  I 5 Dec ( I  0 ) ,  S 11 fl d ( D B ) ;  25 J an (:l ) ,  HL ( K M ) ;  
1 3  J an (2) ,  W a u k (EW );  2 J a n  & 2 0  J an ( 2 ) ,  W o l l' L (Cook 

Co)(DFS ) ;  l )cc- 1 0  J an ,  GrnnlP ( DFS, .I L, J Mcl ) ;  I Jan ( m a l e ) ,  
l l l i 110 i .s R ( La S a l l e  Co)(C&J M c ) ;  27  Dec, CJLPSP ( J M ). 

R i n g- necked Duck 
MC: 2,050, lowe1' J l l i 1rn i s  R v a l l ey ,  1 1  Dec ( MCe. ) ;  375, HL, 25 .I an 
( KM ) ;  1 28 ,  L R e n wi c k  ( Wi l l  Co) ,  20 Dl'.c (J M ) ; 1 3 , l l l i 1rn i s  R 
( C ru mly Co) ,  3 1  Jan (Df'S). Othe1·s :  6-7 Dec, M V S P  ( M R ) ;  1 5  Dec 
( 5 ) ,  S 11flcl ( D B ) ;  3 1  Dec- I . Ian  ( ma l e ) ,  Wauk (EW, R B ) ;  I J a n  (2 
females),  I l l i no i s  R (La S a l l e  Co )(C&J M c ) ;  1 8  Jan ( 3) , LCal 
( W M ) ;  f'erna l c  w i nte1·cd,  Evan slon (EW, 111 .o b . ) . 

Greater Scaup 
MC: 740, E v anston,  27  Dec (EW); 480, JP, w i n lcred ( KC ) . Olhcrs:  
2 2  Feb ( I  0) ,  Sprl cl ( D B ) ;  3 f'eb (3) ,  M V S P  ( M R) ;  I I Jan ,  I l l i no i s  
R ( L a  S a l l e  Co)(C&J M c ) .  

Lesser Scaup 
MC: 800, Rend L, 7 Feb (LSt ) ;  300, S pfld ,  3 0  Jan (DB ) ;  1 1 5 ,  
Carl .L,  1 9 .Ta n  ( K M ) ;  7 8 ,  LCal ,  27 Dec ( W M ,  C:H i ) .  O l 11ers:  J 0-28 
w i n le1-ccl, M V S P  ( M R) ;  27  Dec ( I  I ) , B ra i clwoocl (Wi l l  C o )  & 
GLPSP (J M ) ;  I J an ( 6 ) ,  I l l i no i s  R (La S a l l e  C o )( C&J M c ) ;  1 3  Jan ,  
W a u k  ( EW ) ;  2lJ-3 I Jan ,  Rock C u l  SP ( W i n nebago Co)( DW ) .  

Harlequin D uck 
I Dec ( male ) ,  M o n l mse ( R H ) ;  14 Dec ( m a l e ) ,  JP (GD);  3 1  Dec-20 
J an ( fe m a l e ), W a u k  (EW, S I-I ,  ni_ob. ) . 

Surf Scotcr 
M C :  8 ,  M o n lrosc:, I 5 Feb ( R H ) ;  4, Carl .L,  I 'J .I an ( KM ) ;  
3 ,  M o n lrosc, 1 2  Dec ( R I-I ). Othe1·s : h-7 Dec, M V S P  ( M R  
c t  a l ) ;  2 0  Dec, Decalu1· ( M acon Co)( M D ) ;  3 1  Dec, W a u k  
( R B ). 

W h ite- wi nged Senter 
4 Dec, S 11 J' l d  ( D B ) ;  1 - 1 4  Dec ( i n1 111 . ) ,  LCNP (C&JMc ) ;  27 
Dec ( 2 ) ,  E v a n ston ( EW ) :  28  Dec ( 2 ) ,  M o n lrosc ( RH,  
K M )-sarnc as Evan ston b i rds :  3 1  Dec,  W i 11 - lhrnp J-l a1·
bo1- ( Lakt: C . l )( E W ) .  

Black Scoter 
26 Dec ( 2 ) ,  Monlrosc' ( R H ) ;  3 1  Dec, W a u k  ( R li ) . 

Oldsq uaw 
M C :  40,  l�vanston .  27 Dec ( l�W, J E). Ol hers: 6 Dec 
( m a le ) ,  W a u k  ( i\S,  JMd) ;  6 Dt:c ( l'c111 a l e J ,  TBSP ( A S ,  

Hooded Merganser 
M C :  1 26,  N e w lon L (Jas 11e1· Co ) ,  2 Jan ( J W ) ;  90, Sp i ' ld ,  I Dec ( D B ) ;  
8 lJ ,  W i l l  & Grundy Cos, 2 7  Dec ( J M ) ;  1 2 ,  LChau,  2'! .I a n  ( R l3.i ) ;  20, 
Wauk,  20 .l a n  ( S H ) ;  1 4, Cad.L, 22 Dec ( K M ) ;  5 ,  I l l i no i s  R (La S<i l lc 
C o ) ,  I J an (C&JM c ) ;  3, Roc kford , 3 Jan ( D W ) ;  2, LCal ,  27 Dec 
( W M ). 

Common Merganser 
MC: 2,000, CLJ'S l' ,  27 Dec ( J M ) ;  2,lHJO, LCNP, I I Jan  (C&.I M c ) ;  
660, C lear L ( M a son C o ) ,  1 2  Feb ( R B j ) ;  5 1 0 , Palo, ,  1 5  Feb (CT);  
456, I-I L, 25 .I a n  ( K M ) ;  435,  I l l i no i s  R in W i l l  & ()l'LJ J l( ly Cos ( .l o l ie l  
lo M orl'i s ) ,  3 1  J a n  ( DFS ) ;  300,  S p l'l d ,  J a n  ( D B ) . 

Red-breasted Merganser 
MC: 200+, I ,Cal, I 0 Jan  ( W M ) ;  70, J I', 25 Dec (!'CJ: 50,  M o n lrnsc.  
2 8  Dec ( K M ) ;  2 8 ,  S p i'ld ,  I Dec ( D 8 ) ;  1 3 . W i l rn cltc , 27 Dec (EW. 
Jh) ; 8 ,  GLPSP, 27 Dec ( J M ) :  7 ,  HL, 1 7  Jan  ( K M ). 

R udely Duck 
MC: 2 3 8 ,  LChau,  26 F e b  (RBj ) ;  2 1 5 , N ewton I ,  (Jasper C o ) ,  2 Jan 
(JW);  2 1 5 , Madison Co, 20 Dec ( Fl-!) ;  62,  GLPSP, 27 Dec ( J M ) ;  5 3 ,  
CONW R, 1 7  Jan ( R D ) ;  3 5 ,  S 11 fl d ,  1 8  Dec ( D B ) .  Olhers:  1 3  D e c  ( 2 ) ,  
Roc kford ( B CJ ) ;  I J an ( pa i r ) ,  JP (fe1rnil e  ovet·w i n tered-l'C) ;  I Jan,  
LCNP (C&J M c ) ;  1 2  J an (felll a l e ) ,  W i l rne l lc (EW) ; 3 1  Jan ,  W a u k  
( J M d ). 

Osprey 
E A :  �3 Feb, S l<u-ved Rock SP (La Sa l l e  Co)(.I H ) .  

B a l d  Eagle 
MC: 380 (2 out 0 1· 3  were ad u l ls ) ,  S a v a n n a  Army De.pot (Jo D a v i e s s  
Co) ,  2 1  Feb (AA et  a l ) ;  63 ,  ( 3 6  ad , 27 i m rn.) ,  U C C A  & I-IL & M i ss. 
R levee, I () Jan ( R M o  cl a l ) ;  52 (28  ad, 24 i 111111 . ) ,  LChau,  5 Feb 

J Md ) ;  6- 1 � Dec, Dec<1 lur  ( M acon C o ) (M D ) :  2 1 -27 Dt:c, Mule Old.1l/Ull fl!. Wilmette ' .1· Gillson Pu rk, Cook Co. 26 Dec. l 997. 
li loo 111 i ng lo11 ( M c Lean C o ) ( D li i ,  m .ob. ) ;  I J an ,  D<1 n v i l l c  Photo hy Eric Wolters. 
(Verm i l io n  C'o ) ( R C ) ;  22  Dt:c & l 'J J a n ,  Ca1 · l . I ,  ( K M ,  
D K ) ;  2 2  !"ch, Rend L (LS l )  

Bufflehead 
M C :  3 ,400, upper M i .ss.  R va l ley,  1 6  Dt:c ( M G c ) ;  I 08, Newton J ,  
( J asper  C o ) .  2 J a n  (.I W, SSp,  J)On J ;  50, Wauk,  1 7  J a n  ( D FS ) ;  45,  
CONWR, 23 .I an ( R D ) ;  30,  W i n l h rn p  H arbrn- ( Lake Cu) ,  27 Dec 
( KM ) ;  1 '> , S pfl d ,  1 8 Dec ( D B -- 1 0 lo 1 2 w i nle 1nl ) ;  1 7 , .IP, 25 Dt:c 
( l'CJ: 1 3 ,  GLPSP, 27 0cc ( J M ) : 7, I .Cal . 27 Dec ( W M ) ;  2 1·e 1 1 1a les,  
Roc k l'ord ,  1 3  Dec ( 13 CJ )  

Common C oJdencye 
M C :  5 ,400, N au voo ( H a ncock C o ) ,  I Dec ( MC1c ) ;  600, S p l-'l cl ,  2 1  
Ja n  ( D li ) :  377,  Rrnd f , ,  1 0  .Ian ( l ,S l ) ;  370,  Carl . L, 2 2  Dec ( K M ) ;  
250,  C i L l'SI', 27 Dec ( . I M ) :  250, l ,,C'a l .  1 8  J an ( W M ) ;  1 83 ,  J P, 2 1  
l 'cb  ( l 'C J ;  1 25 ,  l. '. va 1 1 s lo 1 1 ,  14 ])cc ( I C:W);  4'l, LCl 1 <1 u ,  2�! J ;1 1 1  ( R B j J .  

BAJWOW ' S  c;oLDJ<:NlC\' !<: 
1 1  l · ch  ( ad. m a l e ) .  C l l( i  ( '  IHi. l ). 

VoL '7, J\J o ,  3 

( R Bj J ;  J 4, ( I  I ad . ,  3 i 111111 . ) ,  I l l i no i s  R ( S c h u y l er & f'u l lon Cos) ,  I .� 
Feb ( L H ) ;  9, I & M Canal  (La S a l l e  Co) ,  28 Dec ( D S ) ;  5, M a d i so n  
C o ,  5 F e b  ( K M ). Ol11ers: 3 J an ,  Palos (CA) ; '! Jan ,  C l i n . L  ( M D ); 
I 0 J an ,  LC al ( l JG) ;  I I Jan,  McLean Co ( M R ) ;  8 & 26 Jan (3 ), S p ll d  
( D li ) ;  3 1  f o n ,  G LPSP ( i\ S ) ;  3 & 2X Feb ( 2 ) ,  Starved Roc k S P  
(C&J M c ) , 

N o rthern Harrier 
M C :  37, PRS N J\ ,  22 Feb (.I W ) ;  2h,  sw.  Fran k l i n  Co, 20 Dec (LS l ) ;  
h,  C a 1·J . L, 2 2  Dec ( K M ) ; .\ l<.a11 w 111 ( I  , a  S a l l e  Co) ,  I 5 Feb ( D S  ) ;  3 ,  
La S a l l e  Co.  I J a n  ( D B ) ;  3 ,  C o o k  C o ,  :l .fa n  (Cl\ ) ;  2 ,  I .C a l ,  5 Dec 
(.I L ) ;  2,  CJ l'Ll mly Co, 27 Dec (J M ) ; 11 <1 i r, ] () J an ,  S p rl d  ( D B ) ;  2, 
f ,Chau,  29 J an ( R B,i ) ;  2, l l l i n o i s  f( (W i l l  Co), 3 1  J an ( DF S ) ;  2, 
w i 11 lc1·cd, M c Le<1n Co (T!3 u ,  Mf'r) .  Olhl: 1 ·s :  1 1  Dec ( 111a l c. ) .  
M cD011ouµh Co ( l ,l-1 ) ;  2 0  Dec, M ad i �o1 1  Co ( F f-I ) ;  26 Dec ( ma l e: ) .  
17u/ ton Co ( J , J-J ) :  1 3  .Ian ( m ale) ,  W i 11 t h 1·0 11 l J ai · i1M ( L1 kc Co ) ( EW ) .  
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Sharp-s h i n ned Hawk 
Fi ve s i g h t i ngs in  Jan ,  S p l' l d  ( D B ) ;  3 s i gh l i ngs in  pe1· i ml ,  Vern1 i l io 1 1  
Co ( J O S ). Others:  7 Dec, McHe11 1·y Co ( R l3 <1 ) ;  lJ  Dec & 24 J a n ,  
l'a la l i ne  (Cook Co)(CFs ) :  1 8  Dec, Deel'Ci  (C 'F.s ) ;  20 Dec, W i l l  C o  
( .J M ) ;  20 Dec ( 2 ) ,  R e n d  L ( KM ) ;  25 Dec ( i 1 1 1 1 1 1. ) ,  J o l i e t  (CA ) ;  3 1  
Dec, l leywonh ( McLean Co)(T B u ) ;  I Jan ,  D u  Page Co ( R Pi ,  Kl ' i ) ;  
I f a n ,  .Jol ie t  (CA) ;  LJ J a n ,  Eggc1·s Woods (Cook Co)( DPS ) ;  I CJ .J a n ,  

Carl . L  ( K M ) ;  2 1  Feb, LChau ( R Bj ) ; 2 1  Peb, J o  Dav iess Co ( DI'S ). 

Cooper's H a w k  
S e v e n  ,s i g h t i ngs i n  11e1· i ml ,  s o .  C o o k  C o  
backya1·d ( C T ) ;  h s i g h t i ngs, Du Page C o  
( R P i ,  KPi ) ;  4 s ight i ngs, Vermi l io n  C o  
1·,1rn1 (.!OS ) .  M C :  3 ,  S p fl d ,  1 7  J a n  ( D H ) . 
Othc1·s :  4 Dec-27 Feb, ( i 111111 . ) ,  Pa lat i n e  
( Cook Co) (CFs ) ;  20 Dec, R e n d  L ( K M ) ;  
2 1  Dec, G 1·ee11e V <i l ley F P  ( D u  Page 
Co)( A W ) ;  27 Dec, B 1·ai dwood ( W i l l  
Co)(J M ) ;  I J an ,  Sand l<. i dge Nature Cen
ter (Cook Co) (WM);  5 .Ian,  S L  C l a i r  Co 
( K M ) ;  1 3  Jan & 1 6  Feb, M i dewi 11Pr 
( DFS ) ;  24 J an ,  E l g i n  ( Kane Co)(JM d ) ;  
20 & 23 F e b ,  L C a l  area (DPS ) ;  2 1  Feb. 
Ryerson CA ( Lake Co) (EWJ; pair w i n 
tered, M .Arb ( E W ) ;  2 ( ad . ,  i 111 111 . )  w i n 
tered, J P  ( PC) .  

Northern Goshawk 

Rough-legged Hawk 
MC:  J l i g h l  morph,  Sangamon Co, 1 0 .lan  ( D li ) : 3 ,  New Phi l ade l 
p h i a  ( P i ke Co).  26 Dec ( I J-[): 3.  Ven11 i l i o 1 1  Co, I Dec ( J OS ) ;  2 .  
Josl i n  (He 1 1 1·y C o ) .  26 Dec (LH ) ;  2 ,  ! H S I'. 1 3  J a n  ( F W ) ;  2 ,  C l i n . L, 
1 7  Jan  ( R C ) ;  2 l i g h l  11101·ph .  LCNP, 22 Feb (C&J M c ) .  Others : 
w i 11 lc 1·c,d, P R S N  A (JW, 111 .ob . ) ;  I Dec (da 1·k 1110r 11h ) ,  M .A 1·b ( D PS ) :  
7 Dec ( cl ark 1110 1· 11 h ) ,  Coles Co (JW ) ; I I Dec.  Wi 11 11ehago Co ( DW ) ;  
1 3  J a n  (da 1·k 111m11 h ) ,  M i dc.w i 11 Pr (DPS) ;  1 5-3 1 J a n ,  LCal (J L J ;  1 7  

& 20 Jan (dark 1 n o 1·11 h ) ,  1 13SP (AS ) ;  24 . lan ( l ight  111oq1 h ) ,  Logan Co 
( M R ) ;  24 J a n ,  Pu l 11a 1n  Co ( D S ) ;  2'! Jan 
( l igh l  111rn·p h ) .  M i dewi 11 Pr ( l ) FS ) ;  5 
Feb. LChau ( R l3j ) ;  1 4  l�'eb. Mc Lean 
Co ( M R ). 

Golden Eagle 
MC: 3, LJ CCA, J & 27 Jan ( R D ). Oth
c 1·s :  2 8  Feb (ad. ) ,  S p l' ld ( D B ) . 

American Kestrel 
MC: 1 7 , S a11ga111011 Co, 7 Dec ( D B ) ;  
1 3 , Mad i son Co, 20 Dec ( FH ) ; 1 2. 
Rend L, 20 Dec ( K M ) ;  I I ,  Pal os, 1 7  
Dec ( W S ) ;  1 1 , W i l l  & Gn1ml y  Cos, 2 
J an ( D FS ) ;  7 .  Homer (Vermi l ion Co),  
I Dec (JOS ) .  

Merlin 

1 3  Dec & I LJ  Dec (ad . ) .  C l i 1i .L  ( M D.  
RC) ;  2 8 .Jan- 1 4  Feb ( i m 111 . ). MVSP ( M R ) :  
22 Feb ( ad . ) ,  H o 111e 1· L ( C h a m p a i g n  
Co J ( RC ) .  

Peregrine Fu/0111 .  First time rccord fi1r the 
Evon.1·1011 North-Shore CBC. 27 Decemher 
1 997. Northwestem U11 i 1 1e1 ".1·i1y. Photo by 

1 1  D e c ,  B l o o 111 i 11 g l o 11 ( M c Le a n  
Co) ( M Fr J ;  I J a n ,  M .Al'b ( R F i ,  KFi ) :  
I 0 J a n ,  H umbo ld t  (Coles Co) ( JWJ ;  22 
Pcb.  LC·.il ( J  L). 

Peregrine Falcon 

Red-shouldered Hawk Eric Wolters. 

MC: 5, J ackson Co, 2 Feb ( KM ). Others: 
1 2  Dec ( ad . ) ,  Cook Co (CFs ) ;  27  Dec. La S a l l e  Co (C&J M c ) ;  J Jan 
( ad. ) ,  A l l crlo11 Park (P iatt Co){ M D ) ;  2 2  & 26 Jan ( i 111 111 . ) ,  S p l'lcl 
( D B ) ;  25  J a 11  (ad . ) ,  CNC (AS) ;  2 1  Feb ( acl . ) ,  1 13 S P  ( A S ) :  22 Feb, 
U rbana ! RC ) :  w i n lerccl , Norl hbrnok (Cook Co)(M MrJ .  

Red -tailed Hawk 
M C :  34. Sanga111011 Co,  3 1  Jan ( D B ) ;  28 ,  LCal , 3 1  Jan  ( J L ) ;  27  ( 1 8  
at  M i dewi 11Pr) ,  we. W i l l  Co, 1 6  Feb ( DFS ) ;  2 1 .  Rend L, 2 1 J  Dec 
( K M ); 1 5 , L a S a l l e  Co, 2 1  Dec ( DS ) :  1 2. M ad i son Co, 20 Dec ( PH ) ;  
7 ,  LCNP, 2 2  Feb (C&J M c ) .  Krider's: 4 s i g h t i ngs, 5 Dec-2 1 Feb, 
Sa11ga111011 Co ( D B ) .  Rufous morph:  2 1  Dec. l3 o l i 11gbrnok ( W i l l  
Co){A W ) ;  2 1  Feb, LCal ( .IL) .  Harlan 's: 1 5  Dec. Verm i l i on Co 
(JOS ) ;  Jan ,  Ogle Co ( OW ) :  28 Feb. P u lask i  Co ( K M ) ;  20 .J an & 2 1  
Feb, S p l'l d  ( DB ) ;  w i 11te1·ed , UCCA ( R D ). 

6 Dec, Wauk (J M c l ) :  23 Dec. S p l'l d  
( B W ) ;  2 7  Dec, Eva11s lo 11 (J C:, EW
l ,s t I'm lhc C B C ) ;  20-3 1 J an ( 2 ) . 

M o11trnse ( 111 .ob. J ;  3 1  J a n  & 27 Feb ( 2 ) ,  LCal ( J L ) ;  pai r, JP ,  
w i n lcrccl ( PC ) :  pa ir, G rn n lP, w i 11te1·ed (DFS ) .  

PRAIRIE FALCON 
One i n d i v i d ua l :  I l J  Dec, C l i 11 .L (GL. ' RC) ;  1 7  J an ,  DeLaml 
(De W i l l  Co) (*RC) .  

G ray Partridge 
5. La Sal le Co. 27 Jan (J f-1 ), 

Ring- necked Pheasant 
MC: 1 0, S p l'l d .  1 7  f'eb ( D B ) :  n u m bers way down a l  McLean Co 
( M R ) ; clu i n g  wel l at LCal ( J L ) .  

Greater P rairie-Chicken 
1 20+ w i n le 1·ed, PR S N A  ( J W ) .  

W i ld Turkey 
M C :  82, Seneca ( La Sa l le  Co), I Jan (C&JMc) ;  
26 ,  M s l'a l .  1 5  Jan ( EW .  ph. ) ;  l (i .  S p f'l cl .  I l l Jan  
( D B ). 

Northern Bobwh ite 
M C: 2'!, S p l 1d .  3 1  J a n  ( 0 13  ) ;  1 7 , T1· i I la (Coles Co).  
1 4 Dec ( J W ) ;  1 5 . M aco111b ( Mc D011ough C 'o ) ,  l 2  
Dec ( I J-I J :  1 0. HL,  1 7  Jan ( KM J . 

A merican Coot 
MC: 41HJ. H L, 1 7  Jan ( K M ) ; 360. Wol l' I .  ( Cook 
Co), '! . Ian ( D F S ) ;  1 72 .  LCha u .  5 Dec ( R l3j ) ;  4 1 ,  
J I'. I J a n  ( l 'C) :  27 ,  S p i' l d ,  I h ,! < 1 11 ( D l3  ) :  1 8 . I .C N I'. 
1 7 Dcc (C :&J M c ) ;  1 4, l-Jcywo1· 1 h ( M c Lca11 Co) ,  l 8  
.1<111 ( M R ) . Othe1·s :  24 Jan ( 2 ) ,  Powe1·trn1 L 
(Ta1ewcl l Co ) ( M R ) ;  l 8 Ja 11 ( 2 ) . LCal ( W IV1 ) :  1 3  
Ja 1 1  ( 2 ) .  Evanston (FW J ;  1 7  J an .  l<.ock l'tml {13() ) 

/\
.
ii/deer. Luke S1111gch ri.1', Su11gumo11 Cu. 22 Feh. 1 998. F'holo /1y /)cnn is 

Oc/11n/u-' . 

Sand h il l  Crane 
LD: 31 Dec. soulhh l l 1 1 1 1d al Wauk & .J I' ( R FJ .  l J ( ;  ) ;  

Meadowlark 
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20 Dec ( 5 ) ,  Palos (WS ) ;  1 8  Dec ( 7 ) ,  Woods loc k ( M cHe1H"y 
Co) (OF) .  EA: 1 7  l'cb (30 ) .  Kankakee Co ( 'l'B u ) ;  1 9  Feb ( 7 ) ,  
Rocklon (W i n nebago Co) (DW) ;  22 Feb ( 7 5 ) ,  CNC (.J M d ) ;  24 Feb 
(4) ,  D u  Page Co (RFi ,  K F i ) ;  25 Feb, Lake Co ( J S w ) ;  25 Feb ( 1 5 ) ,  
M c H e n ry Co ( B C1 ) ; 27 Peb ( 1 6) .  Hyde  Pa rk. Ch i (WC);  2 8  Feb (2) .  
IBSP ( A S ). 

K i l ldeer 
MC: 54, H LCA. 3 J an ( fide V K--1·eccml h i gh J'or L h i s  CBC) ;  3 7 .  
C<1r l .L ,  22 D e c  ( K M ) ; 27 ,  LCh<1 u .  27 D e c  ( R l3j ) ;  1 4. S pfld , 4 Dec 
( D B ) :  4,  I & M Canal  (La S a l l e  Co) ,  28 Dec ( D S ). LO:  1 7  Jan ,  
Cl i n . L  (MR) :  I 5 Ja n ,  L&D # l  3 ( W h iteside C o ) ( [ W ) ;  2 J an ,  M .A l'i1 
(EW, .I E) .  E A :  29 Jan ,  Sa nga 111un Co ( DB ) ;  2 Feb ( 8 ) ,  St .  C l a i r  Co 
( K M ) ;  1 5  Feb a l 3 110 . s i les-W i n ncbago Co ( HG ) ,  !3 u 1Talo G rove 
( Lake Co) (  J ) J )  & J I' (PC).  Local rc:ccml earl y ar1· i val s rrorn several 
s i les .  

CALIFORNIA GULL 
8 J�'eb ( ad . ) , M o n lrnse ( ' GW, BH). A repon J'ro111 1 8- l lJ Jan was 
u mlocu 111 en ted. 

Herring G u l l  
M C :  4,425, LCa l ,  2:1 Peb ( DFS J ;  2 ,5 1 l0, LCa l . 27 Dc:c ( W M ) ;  820, 
Wauk .  1 3  Jan ( EW ) :  32'i,  H L. 1 9  .I an ( K M ) ;  l l lO, S p l l d ,  1 8  J a n  
( D B ) . 

Thayer's G u l l  
M C :  6,  LCal .  1 9 J a n  ( .I L ) ;  4 ( ml . ) .  LCa l ,  I ll Jan  (C)W ) ;  2 ( I s l & 2 n d  
w i n t.) .  HL,  1 8  Jan  ( D K ,  M D ) ;  2 ( I  s t  w i n l. ) ,  M a d i s o n  C o .  1 8  J an 
(FH).  Ot he 1·s :  1 1  Dec ( acl . ) .  Evanslon ( E W ) ;  27 Dec (ad. ) .  W i l 111etlc 
( JC:W ,  .J E) ;  I l l Jan ,  Lake Co ( S H ) :  1 3  Jan ( acl . ) , W i n l h rn p  l l a 1·b< l l' 
( l ,akc Cu) (EW);  1 6  Jan ( ad . ) .  Wau k ( DW ) :  1 7  .I an & I l'cb. Cl i n . I ,  
(RC ) :  2 & 2 7  Feb ( I  st w i nt . ) ,  G r·anLP ( DPS ) :  2 1  t0cb ( 2 ) .  M a l l ard L 

FP ( D u  Page Co) (RFi , K l ' i ) :  n Feb ( ad. ). 
l B S P  ( ] M el ) .  

Iceland Gul l  
M C :  2 a d . ,  LCa l ,  1 0  J a n ( G W J :  2 ( <1 d .  
K u rn l i c n ' s ) .  LCal ,  J O  .Ian ( W M .  J S i ) :  2 ( 1 st 
w i n l.) ,  LCal ,  23 .Ian ( DF S ) .  OLhers :  2 Jan (acl. 
K u 1 n l i c n ' s ) ,  Wi l rnette ( i::W ) ;  1 7 .lan ( I  st w i n t . ) .  
W a u k  (DFS ) :  1 8  Jan t I s l w i n l . ) . HL ( O K ,  
M D ) ;  1 8  J a n  ( a d . ) .  S larvcd Rock L & D  ( L<1 
S a l l e  C o ) ( C & .I M c ) :  J LJ  J a n  ( I s l w i n l . 
K u m l ic n ' s ) .  Tazewe l l  Co ( RC ) ;  20 J a n  ( ad. ) .  
M ad i son Co (FH) ;  6 l'cb ( I s l w i n L .) .  M o n trose 
(CFs). 

Lesser Black-hacked G u l l  

Eumsian Co/lured Do\!es. Second State Rernrd. Cor!y!e Luke. J 2 Feb. 

M C :  2 (ad .  & 3 rd w i rl l . ) .  M o n lrose-w i n ter·ed 
i n  <1 r·ca (AS cl al ) :  2. H L .  1 7  Jan  ( K M ). Others:  
27 Dec ( acl . ) .  LCal ( W M ) :  4 Jan ( ad . ). Dcca l u r  
( Macon Co) (  M D ) ;  1 1  Jan ( a d . ) .  Carl .L ( D K ) :  
1 9  J a n  ( acl. o r· 3 rcl w i rl l. ) .  Peoria ( R C ) :  20 fan 
( 1 s l  w i nt . ) ,  Wolf L (Cook Cu ) (DFS ) :  1 2  Feb 
( 3 1·d w i n t. ) . G ra n t P  ( D PS ) :  1 8  Feb ( ad . ) .  S 11 l'l d  
( D B ) .  

1 998. Photo hy Dennis Oehmke. 

LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
1 4- 2 1 Feb. Carl . L  ( HJo.  K M ). 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER 
27 Dec-3 1 Jan. Rando lph  Co ( 'TD) .  

LEAST SANDPIPER 
2 fa n ,  H i dd en L F P  ( D u  Page Co)( UG, ' M M). 

Common Snipe 
M C :  1 3 . C ar l . L .  22 Dec ( K M ) .  IJ):  24 Jan.  Lockporl Pra ir ie  ( W i l l  
Co) ( M M  . .I M d ) ;  8 .Ian (: l ) ,  LChau t RBj ) ;  3 Jan ( 2 ) ,  L DePue 
( !3 u 1·eau Co)(DS. C &J M c ) .  

American Woodcock 
EA: I 0 Feb, S pfld ( D H ) :  1 8  Feb, Chai-Jeslon (Coles Co)(J W ) ;  28 
Feb ( 8 ) ,  Or l and Park ( Cook Co ) ( W S ) .  

FRANKLI N ' S  GULL 
2 Jan ( ad .  in breeding pl umage) .  W i l rnclle ( ' 'EW, .TE, r n .ob., p h . ) .  
S e c  se<1 so 1 1a l  h i gh l ig hls i n  t h i s  i s s u e  1·u1· de la i l s . 

Bonaparte's G u l l  
M C :  250+. CON W R , 1 7  Jan ( R D -w i n le.recl) :  200, S prl d .  2 1  Dec 
( D H ) ; 3 1 , Ev<1 ns lon ,  I O Dcc ( E W ) :  1 3 , W i l rnel lc, I O J a n (.IE). 

H i ng-hi l led C u l l  
M C :  h,000. S p l l d ,  2 4  l�cb ( D l3 ) ;  .'i ,500. I-I I"• 1 7  J a n  ( K M ) :  (1tH I+. 
W i l 1 11c t l e  ( r '. W ) ;  400 . .I I'.  24 Feb ( l "CJ :  l I h,  Astor· i <1 ( Fu l ton  Co). I 5 
l 'ch  ( U-1 ). 
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Glaucous G u l l  
M C :  3 ( a c l  . .  3 1·t1 & 2ncl w i n t . ) .  LCal . 2 3  J an 
( DFS ) :  2 ( I s l w i r1 L . ) .  HL. 1 7  Jan ( K M ) ;  2 ( ad . .  

I s l wi n l . ) .  I-IL, 1 8  J a n  ( DK ,  M D).  Olhcrs : 1 1  Dc:c ( I s l w i rl l. ) ,  
Evanslon ( EW ) ;  13  Dec-periocl, M a l l arcl L FP ( D u  Page Co)(RFi ,  
K F i ) :  2 7  Dec, G LPSP ( J M ) ; 1 3  J a n  (acl . ) ,  W i n th rop J-la1·bor ( Lake 
Co)(EW);  1 6  .Ian ( ad),  Wau k (DW); 1 7  Jan ( I s l w i nt . ) ,  W a u k  
( D FS ) :  1 7- 1 8  J a n ( 2 ncl w i n l. ), S larved Rock  L&D (La Sal  l e  
Co)(C&J M c ) :  25 J an (2ncl w i n l.) ,  D e c a t u r  ( M acon Co)( M D ) :  I 
Feb, W i n lh rop Harbor ( Lake Co)(SH.  AS) :  7 Feb ( 2 n d  w i n t. ) ,  
W i n lh rop Harbor ( Lake Co) (J M d ) ;  8-28 Feb ( I s l w i n l . ), Carl . L  
( D K . R K o ) .  

C real B lack-hacked Gul l  
M C :  4 ( 2  acl . ,  I s l & 3 1·cJ win l . ) ,  LCa l ,  d ale? ( OFS) : 3 ,  JP ,  6 Dec  ( R M  
fide R H ) ;  2 ( I .s t  w i n l . ) ,  LCal , clalc'I ( AS ) ;  2 ( ad ,  i 111 111 . ) ,  Rock Falls 
( W h i les idc  Co),  23 Dec-w ith  one ad. sti l I presen t 011 1 5  J an (DW. 
EW ) .  Olhcrs: 1 7  .Ian ( I s l w i n l . ) ,  I-IL ( K M ) ;  1 - 1 8  Jan ( I s l  w i n l . ) ,  
W i l 111ette ( E W ) ;  3 1  J an ( ad . ) .  LCal ( M l-la,  W M ) ;  7 l'eb (2ncl w i n . ) .  
Wau k ( .I M d ) .  

B lack-legged Ki ttiwakc 
8 Jan, LChau (; RBj , SC ) . 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE 
2, Car·J .L. 22 Dcc-2 1 l'ch ( " D B ,  KM, '' rn .ob . .  11h . )-fi rsl accc 11 Lcd 
slalc rcccml, but severnl pre v iou s r·eporls . The s ta lus  o J' t h i s  1Tcent 
U .S . co lon i /c r vs.  Lhc: very s i m i l a r  R i nged Turl le-Dme k epi  by 

11i geon fanc i ers h<1s ycl  lo be wor·ked ouL l'or· l J l i no i s. Sec Lhe JCour·Lh 
Reporl o l' thc  I l l i no i s  O rn i l h o logical  Record s  Co111 1 1 1 i t tce (Mcud-
1! 1 1 '/urk Vol  7. No. 2: 5 K )  and a fu t u re ar·t i c l e  in Mc11do 1 1 ·/urk. 
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Mourning Dove 
MC: 350, Spfl d ,  9 Dec ( O B ) ;  350, St. Cla i r  Co, 1 7  Dec (KM) ;  1 50, 
.l o l i et, 20 Dec ( J M ) ;  82,  B ush ne l l ( M cDonou gh Co), 3 Jan ( LH ) ;  
53.  West Fran kfort ( f'ran k l i n  Co), 5 Feb ( LS t ) .  

Eastern Screech-Owl 
M C :  7 ,  S p l.ld ,  2 1  Dec ( OB ) :  2,  Ca1·l .L,  22 Dec ( KM ) .  

Great Horned Owl 
M C :  1 3 , Spfl d , 2 1  Dec ( D H ) ;  5 ,  B u s h n e l l  ( McDonough Co),  3 . Ian 
( L H ) .  

Snowy Owl 
MC: 3.  Navy Pier.  C h i ,  2 Dec ( R H ) ;  5 s ight i ngs in period, LCal 
( J L ) .  Others :  5 Dec. Woods tock (McHenr y  Co)( I JF);  1 7 , 23 & 27 
Dec , M o ntrose (.I Pu);  2 1  Dec, La Sal le Co (C&JMc) :  4- 1 3  Jan, 
Wau k  ( AS ,  DJ ) . 

Barred Owl 
MC: 4,  A l lerton Park (Piat t  Co).  J 3 Dec ( K M ) ;  3 ,  S pfld ,  29 . Ian 
(DB ) ;  2 w i n tered, V erm i l io n  Co (JOS). 

Long-eared Owl 
MC: 7,  sw. Fran k l i n  Co, 1 8  Jan (LS t ) ; 6, Ferm i ,  1 9  Feb ( RF i ,  KFi) :  
5 ,  so. Cook Co, 4 Jan (WS, CT) ; 5 ,  Carl .L,  1 -2 1  Feb (DK);  4,  Homer 
L (Champaign Co), S Dec (JW , EK, .II-I n) ; 3,  Sangehri s L S P  
(Sangam on Co),  23 Feb (DB) :  2 .  so. Cook Co. 7 Dec ( AS ) ;  2,  
MFWA, I Jan ( RC) ; 2,  W i 11neb<1go Co,  3 Jan ( R M s ) .  Others: Ci & 
1 3  Dec , Lyons Woods (L11\c Co) ( A S .  J Mcl); 20 Dec. Rend L ( KM ) ;  
28 Dec , Roscoe ( W i n nebago Co)(A Bo);  3 1  Ja n ,  LCal  (.IL) ;  I Feb, 
Montrose (,J Pu )- l st m i dwi n ter 1·ecord l'or si te ; 1 4  Feb, LCh a u  
( RC).  

Pileated Woodpecker. Ryerson Conservation Area. Lake 

Co. 2 1  Feb. 1 998. Photo by Eric Walters. Note : 1','ric has 

been flying lo get this hird un his Loke County list /(1r u 

long rime, wzd fi11111/y .1 1 1ccceded! 
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Short-cared O w l  
M C :  4 4 ,  PRSNA,  1 7  .Ian (J W) .  Othe l's :  2 w i n tered , G le n v iew 
Naval Ai 1· S tat ion  (Cook Co)(m.oh.) ;  7 Dec & I Jan (:l),  La S a l l e  
Co (C&J M c ) ;  1 3  Dec, J B S P  ( /\ S ) ;  J J a n ,  M l<WA (RC) ;  10  J an , 

Meigs F ie ld ,  Chi  (OW ) ;  I <J Jan ,  Spr i ngbrnok Prair ie  FP ( Du Page 
Co)(M M ) :  25 J a n ,  W i l l  Co (RC) ;  1 3  !<ch (2) ,  I-IL ( K M ) ;  28 !<ch . 
J ,,1kc Cn ( J S w ) .  

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
MC: 2 .  Hazle t t  S P  ( C l i n lon Co), 1 2-28 Feb ( DK ). Others :  1 6-20 
Dec.  M.Arb (RW , E W ) ;  I J a n ,  M F W A  ( S B .  M W) ;  29 Jan,  Rock
ford (DW ) ; 1 1  Feb, Carbondale (Jackson Co ) ( V L) .  

Belted Ki ngfisher 
MC: 4, S p l'ld ,  I Jan ( D B ) ;  4. LCal ,  2 1  f'eb ( .I L) ;  3, W i l l  Co, 20 & 
27 Dec ( J M ) .  Scatlc1·ed reports o l' s i ng les t h roughout  w i n tt:r. 
i n c l uding n o .  c o u n t i es .  

Red-headed Woodpecker 
Records away from so. I l l i n o i s  strongholds :  1 4 Dec (2), B u sh ne l l 
( McDonough Co)(Lff ) ;  1 7  Dec, Co l u mbi a Woods, Palus ( RF i ,  
KFi);  2 1  Dec ( 2 ) ,  S p fld ( D B ) :  I 0 J a n ,  S tarved Rock S P  ( L a  Sal le  
Co)(C&JMc);  24 Jan .  B u ffalo Rock S P  (La S a l l e  Co) ( D S ) ;  25 Jan .  
Thatcher Woods FP (Cook Co)(DPS) ;  1 3  Feb (pair),  High land  Park 
(Lake Co)(CFs).  

Red-bel l ied Woodpecker 
MC: 20, Spfld ,  3 1  Jan ( O H ) ;  1 2 , Carl .L ,  22 Dec ( K M ) ;  8, Th atcher 
Woods FP (Cook Co), 25 Jan ( DFS). 

Yellow-bell ied Sapsucker 
few reports. Dec (2), S p fld (DB); 6 Dec, Champaign Co (JOS ) ; 7 
Dec, Urbana (RC); I Jan .  S t .  M a 1·y 's  Semi nary (Lake Co )(AS ) ; 1 1  
Jan ,  M . A l'b ( A S ). 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC: 28, l & M Canal (La S a l l e  Co) , 28 Dec (OS ) ;  J 7. S p fld. I 0 Jan 
( D B ) ;  1 7 ,  R end L. 20 Dec ( K M ) ;  1 3 , I l l i no is  R va l l ey i n  W i l l  & 
Crundy Cos ( J o l icl  to M o 1Ti s ) , 3 1  J an ( D FS ) ;  7, .IP, 25 Dec ( PC).  

Hairy Woodpecker 
Few reports .  6 ,  S pl1 cl , 3 1  Jan ( D B ) ;  6, Carl .L. 22 Dec ( K M ) ;  4, 
Thatcher Woods FP (Cook Co), 25 Ja n (DFS) ;  pai 1', DeerC . 1 8  Dec 
(Cfs). 

Northern Flicker 
M C :  1 5 , Spfl d ,  7 Dec ( D B ) ,  M idewi nPr, 29 Jan ( D F.S ) :  6, Lyons 
Woods ( Lake Co),  15 Jan-end of period (S H ) ;  2, Rockforcl, 3 Jan 
(DW ) ; 2 w i n tered . G 1·cene Val ley FP ( D uPage Co)(JMcl ) .  

Pi leated Woodpecker 
Records away 1·rom so. I l l i no is :  M C :  5, Spfld ,  :l l Jan ( D B ) .  Others: 
1 4  Dec, i\cl a i r (Ful ton Co) ( LH) ;  1 6  Dec , Vermi l ion Co (JOS ) ; 2 

Jan .  Co l u mb i a Woods, Palos ( RFi , K F i ) ;  1 4 fo n ,  MsPal  (EW);  1 5 -
2 1  Feb ( male) ,  Ryerson CA (Lake C o ) ( S H ,  EW. ph.); period, 
Severson FP ( W i n nebago Co)(DW).  

Eastern Phoebe 
LD: 3 Ja n,  HLCA ( l'ide V K J ;  14  Dec (2) ,  Sp rkl (D H). Other: 2 Pcb, 
Oakwood Bottoms ( Jackson Co) ( K M )-l i ke l y  w i n tered.  

Loggerhead S h rike 
MC: ll., PRSNA. 1 7  J an (JW, EK). O th ers : 8 Dec, Carbondale 
(Jackson Co)( K M ) :  I O .lan ,  Mason Co ( M D ) ;  I lJ J a n ,  Carl .L (KM ) ; 
2 Feb , S t. Cla ir  Co ( K M ) .  

Northern Shrike 
Dec-2 1 Peb, W i n nebago Co ( B G .  DW); 6 Dec. IBSP (AS);  12 Dec , 
S eward ( Winnebago Co)(OW); 27 Dec , B raidwood ( W i l l  Co)(JM);  
27 Dec,  W i nthrop Harbor ( Lake C o ) (m.ob.) :  I Jan,  Lock port 
Prni ric (W i l l  Co)(CA);  1 0  Jan  & 2 1  reb, S,pflcl ( D B ) ;  1 1  fan,  
_MFWA (RC). 

Blue Jay 
M C :  52, l<eml L. 20 Dec ( K M ) ;  40,  S pr ld ,  1 7  Jan ( D l3 ). 

Meadowlark 



American Crow 
M C :  6,500, E l g i n  (Kane Co), 22 Dec ( L H ) :  1 ,750, Evanston,  2 7  
Dec ( EW, J R ) :  1 ,500, N(ffthem I l l i no is  U n i vers i ty campus ( DeKa lb  
Co),  2 1  Feb ( S i l) :  1 ,000, S l .  C l a i 1· Co,  1 7  Jan (KM) :  500, S p /'ld ,  2 7  
J an ( D B ) :  21 10, B u shne l l ( McDonough C o ) ,  20 Dec ( L H ) .  

Horned Lark 
MC: 300, Car l .L, 2 2  Dec ( K M ) :  1 50, 
W i l l  C", I Jan (DFS) : 1 1  fl, S pfkl, 3 1  
Dec ( DB ). Ei\:  1 4  Feb ( 2 ) , C h i  (JL) .  

Tree Swal low 
EA: 2 8  Feb (3  ) ,  Me!"lncl L ( M assac 
Co)( K M ) ,  

lllack-cappcd Chickadee 
MC: 72, M.A t'b, I Jan ( DFS ) :  29, 
S 111 ' ld, 3 1  Jan ( O B ) . Low n u m bers 
( ll l a X i lll u tn 1 1 ) reported el sewhere. 

Tufted Titmouse 
MC: 38, S pf ld ,  3 1  J an ( D H ) :  1 8 , 
Cc1 1·l .L,  22 Dec ( KM ) :  1 3 , Pa los, 2 1  
Dec (CT).  Othe1·s: 20 J an (3  ) .  G reen 
L FP (Cook Co) (DFS ) .  

M a rsh Wren 
I lJ Dec, C l i n . L  ( ' M D ) :  4 Ja n ,  UCCA ( fi d e  V K ) ;  1 9  ,Ja n ,  Lockport 
Prai rie (Wi l l  Co)( M M ) .  

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
M C :  6, S pflcl , 3 1  Jan ( D B ) :  3 ,  W i l m i n gton (W i l l  Co), 27  Dec (CA) , 

Others: 2 w i n te red, J P  ! PC ) ;  28 Dec 
( 2 ) ,  Chi ( A R ) :  I Jan ( 2 ) ,  S tarved 
Rock Sp (La S a l le  Co)(C&J M c ) :  1 8  
. Ian ( 2 ) ,  Zander Woods FP (Cook 
Co) (WM ) :  I f'eb, Fran k l i n  C nc-ek S I' 
( Lee Co)( DS ) :  28 f'eb, 1-leyworlh 
( M c Lean Co)(TB u ). 

R u by-crowned K i nglet 
MC: 45. J-I LC A ,  3 J an ( i' ide V K-
1·eco 1"Ll m1 rnhcr  l'o l ' l h i s CBC);  7 ,  Sprld,  
Dec ( D B) .  Olhe 1·s : 2'! .l an-5 Feb, 
Rockton ( W i n nebago Co) ( D W ) :  27 
Dec, W i l m i ngton ( W i l l  Co)(CA ) ;  20 
Dec, F a b y a n  W o o d s  f'P ( K a n e  
Co)(JM d ) ; 20 Dec, W heaton ( D u  Page 
C o ) ( EW, RW, 111 .ob. ) .  

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
MC: 30. SRSF. I lJ Jan ( R C ) :  1 3 . 
CJ l adstone L ( Henderson Co) ,  1 4  J an 
( A R ) :  I 0, Sp ri d, 2 Dec ( D H ) :  8 .  
M . i\ t'b,  25  Dec ( EW ) .  Others :  2-3 in  
period, M V SP ( M R ) :  2 w i ntc 1·i ng.  
Vern1 i l i on Co (JOS ) :  2 w i n ter ing,  
Cham paign Co (.IO S ) :  2 w i n teri ng ,  
Wes l  Frnn k rorl (Fra n k l i n  Co)(LS l J :  
7 D e c - 2 0  J a n ,  P a l a t i n e  ( C o o k  
C o ) ( C Fs J :  3 1  D e c  
( 2 ) ,  B ushne l l  ( M c Donough C:o) ( L H ) :  
1 0  J a n ,  S habbona L S P  ( De K a l b  

Co)( D S ) :  24 J an ,  Sta1·ved R o c k  S P  
(La S a l l e  C o ) ( D S  ) :  8 Fe b,  Ol lawa ( La 
S a l l e  Co) (C&.I M c ). 

Northern Shrike. B raidwood, Will Co. 2 7  Dec. 

/ 997. This hirdwus seen at the Morris- Wilmington 
Ch ristnw.1· Bird Count. Photo hy Joe B. Milo.1·epich. 

Eastern B luebird 
MC: 6, S pfld. 20 J an ( D B ) ;  6, G 1·eene 
V a l ley FP (Du Page Co),  l lJ Jan 
( M M ) ;  4, McDonough Co, 3 Jan  (LH). 
Olhe1·s : 1 2  Dec (3 ), B arri nglon (Cook 
Co)(CFs ) :  1 7  & 2U Dec, Woodstock 
( McHe nry Co) (Df') :  2 2  Dec ( pa ir ) .  
Dee 1·G (Cf's ) ;  27  Dec (3 ) ,  Lake Fo1·esl 
(Lake Co)(RHa et a l . ) :  3 J an ( 2 ), Hu-
1·eau  Co (C&.I M c ) .  E A :  24 .I a n .  
S anga 111on C o  ( D B ) ;  2 1  ['eb (4) .  S a
v a 1rn a A r m y  Depot  (Ju D a v i e s s  
C o ) ( OFS ) :  2 6  & 2 8  F e b  ( 111 a l e ) ,  
M o n l ro.se ( J Pu ). 

White-breasted N u t h a tch 
M C :  1 4, S p l'kU I Jan ( O B J :  7 .  Dce1·G, 
30 J an (Cb's ) . 

Herm it Th rush 

Brown Creeper Varied Th rush. Joliet, Will Co. 23 Dec. 1 997. 

M C :  83, UCCA. 4 J a n  ( l'i de V K
rccord n u m ber fo1· t h i s  CBC) :  1. se. 
Lake Co. 27 Dec ( R B a  cl a l . ) :  6, 
S pfld, 2 Dec (DB ) : 4. U rbana,  1 4 & 20 
Dec ( R C ) :  3. Rockford. 1 3  Dec-23 
J an ( B G ) .  Olhe1·s : 23 Dec-peri od, 
L i n c o l n  Park Zoo, Chi (.!Pu ) :  I J a n ,  
S t .  M a ry ' s  S e 111 i nary  ( La ke C o )  
( A S ) ;  20 Jan,  Lyons Woods ( Lake 
Co)( S H ) ;  l lJ  Jan ,  M . Arb (RFi,  KFi ) :  

M C :  I I ,  Des P la i nes R (Cook Co) ,  2 1  
Dec ( O FS ) :  1 1 . W i l m i ngton ( W i l l  
Co) ,  2 7  Dec ( C A ) ;  7 ,  S p l' ld,  2 3  Dec 
(DH) :  6, Fra n k l i n  Creek S P  ( Lee Co) ,  

This hird wos counted ot the Joliet Chris/mus 

Bird Count. Photo hy Joe B. Milo.1·epich. 

I Feb ( O S ) :  2, JP, 1 8  Occ ( PC ) ;  2 ,  B u shne l l  ( McDonough Co), 3 Jan  
(Ll-1 ) . 

Carolina Wren 
MC: 1 3 , Spfld ,  3 1  Jan ( D B ) .  Olhe 1·s ( no .  half of stale):  4 Dec ( 2 ) ,  
Verm i l i on Co ( J O S ) ;  Dec-25 Jan ,  Thatcher Woods FP (Cook 
Co){DFS ) :  26 Dec,  McDonough Co (LH); I .I a n  ( 2 ) ,  S la 1·vecl Rock 
S P  (L1 Sal l e  Co)(C&.T M c ) ;  2 Jan ,  Grundy Co ( DFS ) ;  1 8  J an ,  so. 
Cook Co ( W M ) ;  1 4  Feb, M VS P  ( MR ) :  22 Feb (3 ) ,  I & M Cana l  
(cou n ly '? ) ( CT) . 

House V,Trcn 
M C: 10, H LCA, 3 Jan ( l" ide V K-recurd CBC h i g h ) .  Others: 1 3  
Dec (2) ,  Rend L (LSt ) ;  2 3  Dec & l lJ  Peb, S p l'ld  ( D B ) . 

W i n ter Wren 
U): 4 Dec , Vermi l i on  Co (JOS ) .  Others : 30 Dec, Des P la i nes CA 
(Wi l l  Co)(J M ) ;  I J an ,  S l . M ary ' s  Srn1 i n ary ( Lake Co\( A S ) ;  3 Jan ,  
W i n n e bago Co ( B Ci ) ;  2 5  .Ian ,  Palos ! RC ). 

SEDGE WREN 
l .D :  l'LJ)�c;. C l i 1 1. L ( * D B ,  MW, S H ) . 
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I 5 -27 J an ,  Wolf L (Cook Co)(DFS ) .  

American Robin 
MC: 4.500, HLCA, 3 Jan  (ficle V K-record h i gh l"or t h i s  C B C ) ;  
1 50, DeerG, 1 8  D e c  (CFs ) ;  7 1 J ,  Carl .L,  1 9  J an ( K M ) ;  25 ,  S p l'ld, 3 0  

J a n  ( D B ) :  25 ,  Palos, 2 1 Dec (WS) ;  1 2 , J P ,  period (PC) ;  1 1 1 .  Thatcher 
Woods FP (Cook Co),  25 J a n  (DFS);  1 0, Horner L (Champaign 
Co), 1 7  Dec (JOSJ .  

V ARIED THRUSH 
22-23 Dec, Jol ie t  ( MHx,  ' JM ,  p h . ) .  

Gray Catbird 
2 1  Dec, La Salle Co (C&.TMc) ;  23 Dec, M . A t'b ( U G ) ;  23 Dec, Sp l'l d  
( D B ) :  7 Jan-24 Feb. L i ncol n Park Zoo, C h i  ( ] P u ) ;  I Feb, Evanston 
( JPu) .  

Northern Mocki ngb i rd 
M C :  5, Rend L, 20 Dec ( K M ) ;  4, Spfl d ,  1 3  J a n  (DB ) :  4, M ad i son 
Co, 20 Dec ( FI-1 ) .  Others :  3 J a n ,  B ushne l l ( McDonough Co)(L l l ) ;  
2 4  J an ,  B a n nct Marsh ( Peori a Co) ( M R ) ;  2 w i n le1·ed, M idcwi nPr 
( lWSJ. 
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B rown Thrasher 
:l Dec, Spfld ( D B ) ;  21l Dec, Rend L ( KM ) ;  23  Ja n,  Norihbrook 
(Cook Co)( M M r) ;  20 Feb, LCal ( Df-S ). 

European Starli n g  
M C :  3 ,500, M ad i son C o ,  20 Dec (FH ) ;  '!20, Cirundy & W i l l  Cos, 
2 Jan ( DFS). 

A merican Pipit 
MC: 62, HLCA. 3 Jan (fi de V K-record high 1·01· l h i s  C B C ). 
Olhcrs: 27 Dec, Teclrny (Cook Co)( :•m .ob . )-nc:ir- reco1·d l ate 
dale for no. I l l inois.  

Cedar Waxwing 
M C :  1 50, S prld , 6 Dec ( D l3 ) :  1 1 2 , (] rcene V a l ley rP ( D u Page Co) ,  
2 1  Dec ( W M ) ;  I 00,  DeerG. 1 8  Dec (CFs ) :  'iO, W i n throp Harbor 
( Lake Co) .  1 7  Jan (EW): 25, S RS F. 1 3  Dec ( KM ) ;  1 0+, Du Page 
Co, I Jan ( R F i ,  Kf-i ), LD:  6 Dec (3 ), JP ( P C J .  

Spotted Towhee 
22 Dec ( remale) ,  Dundee ( Kane Co)(* RM, Ll-1 )-·same bi 1·d as l asl 
year; 2 7  Dcc-24 Jan ( female),  LChau/Banncr Marsh ( Prnria 
Co)( D B ,  M R, T B u J .  

Eastern Towhee 
MC: 5,  Ren cl L, 20 Dec (KM).  Other  ( no. I L) LJ Nov-26 Dec ( a l  
J'ceder), E vanston ( EW, 111 .ob . ) .  

American Tree Sparrow 
M C :  500+, Urbana, 20 Dcc-22 Feb (RC); 400, l'RSN i\ ,  23 Dec 
(JW): 270, S p rlcl, 1 8  Jan ( D B ) ;  250, LCal ,  21 Jan ( DFS J ;  240, La 
S a l l e  Co.  1 4  Dec (C&J M c ) :  2 1 1 1 1+,  Heyworth ( McLean C o ) ,  w i n 
lc1·ed ( ' J 'B u ,  M f r ) :  200, J ol i et area, 2 0  D e c  (J M ) : 1 00+. se. Jo  
Dav iess  Co, l 'i  J an (EW);  87 ,  LCl l ,  2 7  Dec ( W M ) :  85 ,  I-IL,  25 Jan 
( K M ) :  7 8 ,  M ad i son Co. 2 1 1  Dec ( F i l ). 

Chipping Sparrow 
7 Dec, lJrbam• (DR, T R ) :  3 J a n ,  nea1· J-ILC;\ ( l" ide  
V K) :  23  Feb, La Salle Co ('J I-I ) :  25 Feb, S t  Cla i r  
Co ( KM ) .  

Field S pa rrow 
20 Dec ( 2 ) ,  Hende1·so11 Co ( l'R .  A R ) ;  I Jan ,  M . Arb 
( DFS) :  :I Jan. nea 1· K i shwau kec R (Og le  C<l ) ( H G ) ;  
I 0 & I 6 J a n ,  S p fld ( D B ) ; 1 5  Jan-6  feb,  Severson 
Del l s  FJ> (Win nebago CoJ( DWJ .  

Vesper Sparrow 
'1. sw. Fntn k l i n  Co, I J a n ( LSt ) .  

Savannah Sparrow 
MC: 30 ,  PRSN1\ .  2 3  D e c  ( .J W ) .  Others: 21 1  Dec ( 2 ) .  
U rbana ( R C ) :  22 Dec ( 3 ) .  C:a 1· l . L  ( KM ): 23 .I an .  
LC:al (J I . ) :  27 J an,  Montrose ( .! Pu ) .  

L e  Contc's Sparrow 
22 Dec ( 2 ) ,  C:1d.L ( D K, K M ) ;  23 Dec. PRSN A 
(JW ) :  30 Dec, h·an k l i n  Co ( L S t ) .  

Immature male Dickcissel in E1'w1sto11 hackyard, Cook Co. The hird 

renwined ji1r two weeks. 1 8  No F. 1 997. Photo hy Eric Wolters. 
Fox Sparrow 
M C :  I 0, S p  rid. 23  Dec ( D B ). Others: 22 Dec ( 2 ) ,  
C:ar l . L  ( K M ) :  28-29 Dec ( a t  feeder) ,  Rockf'o 1·d 

Orange-crowned Warbler 
1 4  Dec, W i l mette (JK);  2 1  Dec, Spfld ( D B ) ;  27 Dec, W i l 111 i ngton 
( W i l l  Co)(CA, JM);  3 .Jan, Rockford ( D W ) ;  I Feb, Randolph Co 
(; TD).  

NASHVILLE W ARBLER 
21  Dec,  S pfld CV K ) .  

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
MC: 50, Cherry Val ley ( W i n nehagu Co),  1 3  Dec ( O W ) ;  26, 
Decatur ( Macon Co), 20 Dec ( M D ) ;  7, Sprl d ,  5 Dec (DH);  5, St. 
Clair Co, 1 7  Dec (KM); 5 ,  Palos, 1 8  Dec (WS); 5 ,  Barrington (Cook 
Co), 1 2  Dec- 2 1 Feb ( CFs-birds reed ing on G ra y  Dogwood 
berr ies) ;  4, K nox Co, I Jan (PR, A R ) ;  3 ,  W h eaton ( D u  Page C o ) ,  
20 D e c  ( E W ,  RW, 111, ob . ) .  Other: 28 F e b ,  Colfax ( McLean 
Co)(M R ) .  

P i n e  Warbler 
W i n tered in a t  l east 4 so. l l l i no i s  locations ( R D .  K M ) .  

PRAIRIE W ARLI3ER 
21 Dec, Pope Co C MBtJ.  

Common Y el lowth roat 
20 Dec, Wi nncbago Co ( B G ) ;  20 Dec, Decatur ( M  aeon Co )(*MD).  

WILSON'S WARI3LER 
1 6  & 23 Dec, S pfld C O B ) .  

YELLOW-BREASTED_ J_:HA 'f 
�-8 Dcc-1, l.illl

_
(cati ng bees) ,  Pal os ( 11 1.ob. ,  ph . ). 

1 1 8  

(DW); 1 3  Jan ,  Evanston (JE) , 

Song Sparrow 
MC: I Oil+, sw. Fran k l i n  Cu. I Feb (LS t ) ;  41, Carl . L, 22 Dec ( K M ) :  
2 5 , M ad i son Co, 20 Dec (FH) ; 2 3 , S pfld .  1 4 Dec ( DB ). Others:  1 st 
succes s l-ul ove1-w i n ter. JP (PC);  2 1  Jan,  B ushne l l ( McDonough 
Co) (LJ-1). 

Lincoln's S parrow 
27 Dec, Wil mington (Wi l l  Co)(CA) ;  2 1  Jan (probably  w i n tered), 
.Jackson Co ( R O ) .  

S wamp Sparrow 
MC: J OO, Carl . L, 22 Dec ( K M ) ;  5, Sp fld ,  1 7  & 23 Dec ( D B ) :  3, 
B ushne l l  ( McDonough Co), 28  Dec (Ll-1). Olhers: 2 w i nle1·ed, 
G ranlP ( DFS): 1 Jan, Colfax ( M c Lean Co)( M R ) :  1 7  & 20 Jan ,  
Li ncoln Park Zoo, C h i  (JPu ) ;  24 Jan ,  Lockport Pra i ri e  (Wi l l  
Co)( J M cl).  

W hite-throated Spa rrow 
MC: 1500, HLCA, 3 fan (fide V K-record h i gh for t h i s  CBC):  3 5 ,  
Spflcl, I Jan  (D B); 1 8, Mad i son Co, 20 Dec (Fl-I): 1 5  w i n tered. 
13arri n g to n  (Cook CoJ (CFs);  7 w i ntered, GranLP ( D FS ) ;  5, Elg i n  
( Kane Co),  2 2  Dec ( L H ) ;  3 ,  C B C ,  3 J an (]Mel) ;  2 ,  Jol i et, 20 Dec 
(JM) .  

Harris's Sparrow 
LD: (1 Dec ( i 111 m . ) ,  Urbana ( RC).  

White-crowned Sparrow 
MC: 65, l ' l�SNJ\, 28  Dec (JW,  E K ) ;  50, M idcw i nJ' 1-, 29 .Jan ( DFS ) ;  
40, Des P l a i nes CJ\ ( W i l l  Co), ]() Dec ( J M ) ;  4 5 ,  Carl .L,  2 2  Dec 
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' 

( K M ) ;  l l ,  E l g i n  ( Kane Co),  6 & 22 Dec (LH); 6, Chcckrow (Fu l to n  
C o ) ,  26 D e c  ( LI-I ) . Othc1·s : 2 1 1  Dec ( 3 ) ,  J o l iet (CA) ;  27 Dec ( i 111111 . ) ,  
LCal  (W M ) ;  3 Jan ,  CBCJ ( J M d ) ;  26 .J an-2 Feb, L i ncol n Pai·k Zoo, 
C h i  ( J P u ) ;  1 0  Feb (4 i 111 111.) ,  S p l.l cl ( O B ) ;  1 3  Feb (4 i m m .) ,  CBG 
(CFs).  

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC:  201 1+,  Urbana, 6-20 Dt:c (RC);  1 67 ,  Rend L, 20 Dec ( K M ) ;  
1 30, I l l i no is  R val l ey i n  W i l l  & Cru mly Cos (Jol i e l  t o  M rnTi s ) ( DFS) ;  
1 20, S pfld, 2 1 Dec ( D B ) ; 1 00, DeerG, 1 8 Dec (CFs). 

"Oregon J u n co": 
MC: 3 ( 2  male, I female) ,  B anner Marsh ( Peoria Co)(RC). OLhcrs: 
w i n tered, Colfax ( McLean Co)(M R ) ;  I I .J a n ,  M FW A ( R C ) ;  4- 1 O 
Jan ,  S h abbona L SP ( DeKa lb  Co)( D S ) ;  I Jan ,  M .Arb (DFS ) ;  2 Dec, 
Sangamon Co (DB ) .  Bolh  "Pi n k-s ided" and "Whi le-w i n ged" 
Ju ncos repol"led, b u l  nol  docu mented. 

� 

Lapla n d  Longspur 
MC: 3,000, McLean Co, 6 Dec (M R ) ; 1 ,0011+, Verm i l i o n  Co, 3 1  
Dec ( JOS ) ;  1 ,000, S angamon Co, 23 Jan  ( D B ) ;  I ()(J 's ,  B o l i ngbrnok 
( W i l l  Co), 24 Jan ( J Md ) ;  200, J ac k s o n  Co,  2 1  J an ( R O ) ;  
2 3 ,  Pecalon ica  ( W i n- nebago Co).  1 1  Dec ( DW ) ;  I 0 ,  LChau,  2l) 
Dec ( K M ) ;  4. McHenry Co, 26 Dec ( R B  a) ;  3, LCal , 1 5  Dec (DFS) .  

Snow Bunting 
MC: 200,  McHen 1·y Co, 26 Dec (RBa) ;  1 61 1 ,  Ogle Co, 1 3  Dec 
(.IOS ) ;  1 48 , La Sa l l c Co, I I  J an (C&J M c ) ;  1 00+, W i l l Co, 24 Jan 
(J M d ) ;  50, Pecalon ica ( W i n nebago Co),  J () Dec (DW ) ;  1 0, CNC, 
23 J a n  (CFs) ;  7 ,  LC a l ,  I 0 .Ian (AA,  WM):  6, C h i  ( M o n Lrose) ,  3 Dec 
( DFS ) ;  5+,  norl h-centrnl DeW i l l  Co, 1 7  Jan ( M R ) ;  5, A 1Tows 111 i l h  
( McLean C o ) .  7 Dec ( M R) :  2,  Logan Co, 1 9  J a n  (RC) ;  2 .  
l "Chau,  1 9  Jan  ( RC) .  

North e rn  Cardinal  
M C :  l l l3.  Rend L 20 Dec ( K M ) : 71 1 .  Spfl d .  2 1  Dec ( ] ) fl ) ;  
2 2 ,  l l l i no i � R val l ey i n  W i l l  & C 1·u ndy Cos ( .lo l ic l  lo 
Murr i s ) .  3 1  Jan ( D FS ). 

ROSE-BREASTED GlWSBEA K 
I Dec ( ma l e ) .  Char lcslon ( Cu lcs Cu)(i3!-l ) , 

indigo Bunt ing 
3 1 1  Dec . r'ra n k l i n  Co ( LS L ) : .1 .1 <1 1 i .  1 1e<1 1· J lLC/\ ( l'i de  V K ) .  

DICKClSSEL 
1 5  N Ol•-2 Dec (al  l"ecclcr) , Eurnslon ( B N . ''' LW . 11 1 l  ) : 
Fc h- 11e1·iml . McLean Co ( .! Pc .  • : M R ) , 

Red �winged Blackbird 
IVlC: 25,000 w i n ler ing .  L<1 S<l l l c C< 1 ( C&.I M c ) :  1 3 .450, 
R e n d  I . , 20 Dec ( l\. IVl ) : I .601J, I ,Cal . 27 Dec ( W M ) :  2 3 .  
W i 1 l l i l rop [-Jadmr ( Like C o ) ,  1 7  .I an ( EW 1 :  1 7 . l '. l u i n  ( l\.a nc 
Co) .  22 Dec ( LJ- 1 ). 

L 

Eastern Meadowlark 
M C :  300.  l'R S N f\ .  1 7  Jan  ( .I W ) ; 54.  Rend I . .  20 Dec ( K IVI ) ; 
2 7 .  S p l'l d ,  I 9 .I an ( /) /3 ) ; '>. J\clai 1· ( M c Donough C o ) .  1 4  Dec 
( Li l ). 

Western Meadowlark 
4 J an. lJCCA ( V K .  DB ). 

Rusty B lackbird 
M C :  3 511+.  CO N W I� ,  8 Dec ( K M ) ; 21111 .  S 11 J- l d ,  24 .J <i n 
( D l3 J ;  9, M idcw i 1 1P 1-. I .I . Ian ( Df'S ) ;  .� , LChau.  J O  J a n  
( M D ) . 

Brewer's Blackbird 
1 , 1 ) :  h l )cc. S L. C l a i 1· Co ( K IVI ) ; I Dec (2 al kcdcr) ,  
Vermi l ion Co ( J OS,  ph . ) , 

Common Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowb i rd 
M C :  l ,700, Rend L, 20 Dec ( K M ) ;  350, LCal ,  27 Dec (WM ) ;  2 1 0,  
I l l i no i s  R val l ey in W i l l  & () rundy Cos ( J o l i e l  lo Morr is ) ,  3 1  Jan 
(DFS ) .  

PINE GROSBEAK 
20 Dec (pair) ,  Woodstock (McHenry Co)('OF). 

Purple Finch 
MC: 3 1 ,  Sa l ine  Co, � Dec ( K M ,  J D ) ;  1 6, Rockford area, 20 Dec 
( DW ) ;  5, Pal us,  3 Jan ( JMd) ;  3, M sPal , 1 5  Jan ( EW) .  Others: 23 
Dec, B loo1ni nglon ( M Fr) ;  1 2  Dec, Barr i nglon (Cook Co)(CFs) .  

House Finch 
M C :  630,  H LCA,  3 . Ian ( fide V K-record h igh  l'or th is  CBC) ;  60,  
S p l'lcl, 2 1  Dec (DB);  50, B arri ngton ( Cook Co),  12 Dec (CFs ) ;  5 1 1 ,  
Carl .L ,  J 9 Jan ( K M ) ,  

R e d  Crossbill 
MC: 20, SRSF, period ( M D ) ;  4 (2 m al es ,  2 females ;  l arge-headed/ 
l arge-bi l led race) ,  S p l.lcl, 1 5  Jan (DB) ;  3, Kleh 111 Arbmelu 111 
( W i n nebago Co),  1 7  Jan ( B G ) ;  2 (pa ir) ,  Savanna (Carro l l  Co),  1 4  
.Tan (ficlc EW). Other: 2 1  Dec- 1 8  Feb ( at feeder) ,  Champaign  Co 
(JOS,  p h . ) .  

White-winged Crossbi l l  
MC: 23-50, Page Pa1·k ,  Rockford, 7 Dcc-30 J a n (DW);  � M . A1·b , 
25 Dec ( EW ,  p h . )-25+ st i l l  p1·csenl 011 2 J an ;  1 5 , SpFld,  20 Jan 
( D B ) .  Othe1·s : 5 Feb (4) ,  McHen 1·y Co backyard , (RBa) ;  10  & 1 9  
J a n  ( m a le ) ,  SRSF ( M D ,  RC) ;  2 1  Dec ( J'e111a le) ,  Acac i a  Cemetary, 
Chi ( AS ) .  

M C : :  40,01111 .  W a s h i n g t o n  Co, 1 1 I ke (J OS J ; 3 .0111 1 .  S L .  
C l a i r  C o .  1 6  Feb ( K M ) , 

Femo/e White-winged Crosshil/feedin;.; rm hemlock seeds ut Morton 
A rhoretu111. D11Pu;.;e Col. 25 Dec. 1 997. Photo hy Eric Walters. 
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Evening C:rosbeak 
5. S a l i n e  Co, 8 Dec ( K M .  J D ) ;  14 Dc:c. 
ll rbana ( RC ). 

House Spa rrow 
M C :  200. Vcrn1 i l ion  Co. 11c1· iod ( .IOS ) :  J .l'J, 
Evanston .  2 7  Dec ( �W . ./ FJ .  

Eurasian  Tree Sparro w  
M C :  7'J+. 13 ro w n i n g . 1 5  Feb ( Li l l :  4 5 .  
M ml i son Co, 20 D e c  ( P I-[ ) :  1 4. S 11 l'ld .  3 I .Jan 
( D r3 ) ;  8 .  Fu l ton  Co. 30 Dec ( K M ). Olhc1y 
1 7  Jan ,  Farmer City ( Dc W i l l Co)( : M R J . 

EXOTICS/n.ELEASED SPECIES: 

Trumpeter Swan 
W i ng- lagged b i 1·d in V c rrn i l ion  Co, 1 8  Dec 
(JOS ) ;  h (4  ml, 2 i 111 111--3 w i t h  Qrccn neck 
bands), Sangamon Co l i ne ,  1 3  F�h ( D B ) ;  LJ,  
Carl .L. 12  Feb ( D K) . 

Trumpeter Swem.I'. Sungmnon/Mont;;omery County. Line, IL. 20 Feh. 1 998. 
Photo hy Dennis Oehmke. 

SPECIAL NOTE 
Commun Rccl poll  70, S pfld ,  2 Jan ( D B ) ;  50 w i n lcrcd, Urbana 

(RC);  :r n ,  Fran k l i n Co, I Dec ( LS l ) ; 3 1 ,  
Rend L. 20 Dec ( KM ) ;  25,  Ca1· J . L, J l)  J a n  
( K M J ;  1 6, E l g i n  ( Kane Co) ,  22 Dec ( L H ) ;  7 ,  
Ms Pa l ,  1 5  J a n  (EW) ;  6 w i n le1·cd, Rockfmd 
( O W ) ;  4, S tarved Rock SP (La S a l l e  Co),  I 
J an (C&J M c ) ;  3 wi ntered ( at feeder) , 
B arri ngton (Cook Co)(TDe, CFs ) .  

OF THANKS AND W ELCOME : 
MC: 3 8 ,  CBG,  28 Dec ( AS ) ;  22, Skok ie  
(Cook Co),  27 Dec ( J K ) .  Olhers :  7 - 1 4  Dec 
( 3 ) ,  La Sa l le Co (C&J M c ) ;  l) Dec+ ( <1 l  
feeder), B u ffalo G rove (Cook Co)(DJ ) ;  25 
Dec (al J'ccdcr), Rockford ( OW ) ;  27 Dec 
(2), G ru ndy Co ( J M ) ;  1 7  Jan, C l i n . L ( RC ) ;  
3 1  J a n  ( 3 ) ,  Rockfo1·d ( B G ) ;  22 Feb, LCa l 
( W M ,  RMr) .  

American Goldfinch 

Robert Dan ley has moved from I l l i no i s  

lo pLll'su e  orn i lho logica l  s l u d i es i n  west
ern North America.  W e lhank h i m  l'or h i s  
many years o r  serv i ce compi l i ng and 
wri t i n g  lhe W i n ler Fie l d  N oles for Lhe 
S l ate o r  I l l i no i s .  

We welcome a new W i n ler  F i e l d  Notes 
Ecl i lor, Kel l y  McKay , who h as 20 years 
of bird ing experience as well as fi e ld  
orni lho l ogy s t u dies work w i ll1 lhe I l l i 
n o i s  Nalur a l  H i story S urvey. 

Pinc Siskin MC: 250, Car l .L,  19 Jan ( K M ) ;  95,  LCal.  
23 Jan (DFS) ;  56, S pflcl ,  2 8  Dec ( DB ) ;  48, 
M sPal,  1 5  Jan ( EW ) ;  42, Madi son Co, 20 
Dec (Fl-!). 

M C :  I OU+, A l lerton Park ( P i a t t  Co).  3 Jan 
( M D ) ;  80, Du Page Co ( backyard ) , I Jan 
(RFi , KFi ) ;  75 ,  G ru ndy Co, 27 Dec ( J M ) ;  
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SEND SEASONAL REPORTS TO: 

Winter Field Notes Due by 7 March 1999. 
( 1  December through 28 February) 

Send to: Kel l y  McKay 

420 First Ave. ,  PO B ox 452 

Hampton , TL 6 1 256-0457. 

Spring Field Notes Due by 7 .June 

( l March Lhrough 3 1  May) 

Send to: Paul R. Clyne 

5538 S. B l ackslone Ave. 

C hicago, lL 60637 

Breeding Season Field Notes Due by 7 August 

(J J une Lhrough 3 J July)  

Send to:  Vernon K l een 

l l li nois Department of Natural Resources, 

Nalural Heritage Di vision 

524 S. Second St.  

Springfield,  IL 6270 I 

Fall Season Field Notes Due by 7 December 

( I  A ugust through 30 November) 

Send to: Robert Chapel 

306 _ West Californ i a  

Urbana, I L  6 1 80 l 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

Members of the Tl l i nois Orni lhological Society re

ceive Meodmvlark, the quarlerly journal , p l us Wings Over 
The Pruirie, the TOS newslcltcr. Members are a lso i n v ited 

to special field trips,  the annual  meeting, and o ther  lOS 

functions .  

To join or send a g ift subscriplion.  send your  n ame or  

that  of the  gift recipient, address, and te l ephone number 

along with fee to: 

! O S :  P .O.  Box 93 1 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 

Fees : Indi vidual $20; Fami l y  $30; 
Ful l -t i me student $ 1  O;  Contributor $50 - $99; 

Supporlcr $ 1 00 - $499; Sponsor $500. 

13 ack issues of  Vol u rn c  2, 3 ,  4, and 5 are sti l l  
avai l ab l e  for $ 5  each .  Some back i ssues of 

Volume I are also avai l able at $6 eac h .  

SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

7'" We welcome manuscripts, photographs,  and illus

tralions for possi ble publi cation i n  Meodowlurk. 

7'" A rlicle top ics incl ude u nusual bird sighti ngs and 

ncsling accounts, technical papers on bird research,  and 

other arli cles such as bird fi ndi ng gui des and fi e l d  identi 

fi cati on tips.  Joy of birding articles wi l l  be considered . 

7'" Manuscri p ts  shoul d  be typewritten or computer

generated, double spaced and on on l y  one side of mm1 -

bered pages.  Please send two copies of your manuscri p t  

a n d  make sure y o u  keep another for yourself. 

7'" If you are able,  submit a computer disc in ascii 

fi l e  or for Word Pcrfccl.  

7'" We prefer c lear b l ack and w h i le or color prin t  

p holographs.  Color s l ides may a l s o  be acceptable .  

7'" Incl u de n ame, address, and d ay and night  Lime 

phone numbers . Other pertinent information about your 

qual ificati ons and background is  a lso helpfu l .  

7'" W e  reserve the right t o  review and edi t art i c les 

according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability. 

�n Send arti c l es,  photographs,  and inquiries Lo: 

S heryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 B raeburn. Mundelein, IL 60060 

e-mail  address : sdevore @ ai s .net 

.ct:JJ Pen and i n k  drawings are al so accepted 

Conlacl: 

Den is Kania, 1 536 Preston Road 

Naperv i l l e, I L  60563 

,f3pringhousc  begins where the 
travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois: 
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters

always plenty of letters. 
One-year subscription (6 issues) $25 .00 

�prin.ghousc 
P.O.  Box 61  ° Herod, lL 62947 

Tel. No. (6 1 8) 252-334 1 
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Ye/lmv-hrcustcd Chut 011 11 Christnws B i rd Count in filinois � Ym t he1! 

Sec ins ide .fi1r detoils on this !llinois CBC.first. 

Photo tuken 011 3 1  Dcccmher / 997 h\' Joe B. Milo.1·cvich o t  the 

Little Red Sc/1001/wusc Noturc Center in Cook County, !llin ois. 


