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President’s Message

Society and conservation initiative need your help

Many of you will be chasing the winterraritics and scouting your Christimas
Count areas for that “really good bird.” Seasonal parties provide an
opportunity to visit family and friends as well as to make new friends.

members, giving gift subscriptions to your birding {riends and family
members, or giving a special gift of support Lo the Society. Our ability to
meet the objectives of the Society’s charter is limited by the operating
capital, and for the past two years the budget has been very tight. We have
two new publication projects waiting in the wings (Check-list of Tilinois
Birdsandanew fieldcard). Wealso haveopportunities to starteducational
programs, something the Board strongly supports. To pursue these activi-
ties, we must have a sounder funding base.

We now have about 512 members, and the Board has set a goal of 600 by
December31, 1998, and along term goalof 1,000. We cannotachieve these
goals without your help. Make a commitment to help promote our Society.

have heard about the Teaming With Wildlife (TW W) funding initiative to
fund conservation programs that will benefit birds and other non-game
wildlife.

anew initiative would use royalties fromoff-shore oil and gasleasesto fund
conservation and education programs.

of 1998 sponsored by Representatives Don Young, John Dingell, Billy
Tauzin, and Richard Baker and Senator Mary Landrieu) has been devel-
opedandis circulating. The bill has three sections. Title 3 is the one section
that is written to include the intent of TWW’s proposal. Conservation
groups still support the TWW method of funding but are not pushing it, and
instead are waiting to see what happens to this new proposal. The National
Teaming With Wildlife Coalition is encouraging supporters (o study the
new proposal and let their Senators and Representatives know their views.

conservation issues we are facing. | wantto encourage each of you o study
the proposal, and then let me and, most importantly, your Senators and
Representatives hear your views. Il you needinformation or would like (o
see a draft copy this proposal please contact me at PO Box 9, Dundee, 11,
60118 or call me at 847-428-6331. Good birding and happy holidays.

It is that time of year again when our birding and social lives get busy.

It is also a time to consider helping the Society by recruiting new

One way to expand our financial health is to expand our membership.
Yourhelpisalsoneeded on the conservation front. Eachof you should

While thisinitiative targeted a userfee on selected outdoor equipment,

Currently a discussion bill (The Conservation and Reinvestment Act

FFrom my perspective, this is one of the mostimportant and beneficial
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Letter from the Editor Articles

Take o first-tinwer on 4 GHC. Eastern Bluebird Production 82

The first time [ went on a CBC, many
years ago (please don’t ask how many), I was
amazed to see robins in winter. It scemed

Nest Site Selection. and Population Dispersal
al Three DuPage County, Hlinois Study Sites

anachronistic at first, puzzling, almost surreal. — Victoria J. Byre and Mary Hennen

Now T knowingly nod when a new birder or

first-time CBCersaystome, “We saw robins!” I'he 1997 Illinois Christmas Bird Count 91
T used to think the best time (0 get some — David B. Johnson and Alan F. Stokie

new folks hooked on birding was in spring,
when I'd take them to my favorite warbler

Departments

spot and they could “ooh™ and “ah™ over the
amazing array of colors. Unfortunately, while
I’'m “oohing”™ and “ahing,” these beginners :
o . . - Grassland Bird Research
are struggling (o get their binoculars focused o
o d e at Prairie Ridge State Natural Area 105
on the bird, that, ol course, is gone by the

time they almost find it! They're frustrated, — Jeft Walk and Eric Kershner
and I can hear them muttering, “This is too . .. .
U & Bird Finding Guide:
difficult. o
Pomona/Southern Illinois 107

— Keith McMullen

Avian Studies in Illinois:

But in winter, if you show a new birder
a lovely colored avian creature against the
baclf(lrop of a dreary day, you've given them Seasonal Highlights:
a glimmer of hope that maybe they can spot )
a bird, focus on it, and identify it. With that Winter 1997/98 Season 109
phllosop.hy in ﬂ]llﬂ(.l, I encourage you to .II]VltC Field Notes:
a new birder to join you during part of your
Christmas Bird Count day. Point out the
robins, the flocks of American Tree Sparrows — Robert Danley
with their cheery red caps, and yes, even the
Black-capped Chickadees. Perhaps in the
process you will remember what it was like
when you saw your [irst American Tree
Sparrow in the snow. The Christmas Bird
Count season is a magical time for beginning
and advanced birders.

Winter 1997/98 Season 110

/V‘ Visit Our Website at: http://www.chias.org/ios
/(Q'Q/ Q—"(_{/

About Our Cover:
Yellow-breasted Chat drawing by Brian K. Willis.

Copyright© by the Minois Ornitholagical Society. No part of this
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Eastern Bluebird Productivity

Nest Site Selection, and Population Dispersal
at Three DuPage County, Illinois Sites

By Victeria J. Byre and Mary Hennen

Abstract. - From 1989 - [99],
Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) nest
success, productivity, nest-site selec-
tion, anddispersalbetween sites were
studied in three different habitats in
DuPage County, Illinois (The Morton
Arboretum, McKee Marsh, and
Fermilab). One-hundred and thirty
nest boxes were distributed over the
three sites. Very little quantitative
dataexistonnest-site selection, nest-
ing success, percent of a population
returning o a site, or popu-
lation dispersal between
sites. Discriminantanalysis
significantly distinguished
between the three sites. The
Morton Arboretum site con-
sistently had the highest
percentage of box use by
Eastern Bluebirds (56 Y%,

Introduction

Although scientists
have conducted a number
ol detailed studies ol the
Hastern Bluebird (Sialia
sialis)(Thomas 1940, Harl-
shorne 1962, Krieg 1971, PinkowsKi
1977a & 1979, Gowaty 1981, Eakin
1983), many aspects of the species’
life history. habitat prelerence, pro-
ductivity, and population dispersal
are still poorly understood. In lllinois
for example, no quantitative data ex-
ist on lile expectancy, survival rale,
or mortality factors other than “nest
mortality” (Graberetal. 1971). Also,
very little gquaniitative data exist on
nesting suceess, pereent ol a popula-

82

3 year average), and the highest
productivity as measured by number
of young fledged per successful nest
(3.7/mest, 3 year average). Major
causes of nest failure were House
Wren (Troglodytes aedon) competi-
tion (6.7 % the (irst year) andraccoon
(Procyon lotor) predation (10.7 %
the second year). Strategic placement
of nest boxes was the only successlul
methodofreducingHouse Wren com-
petition without hindering bluebird

tion returning (o a site, or population
dispersal between ncarby nesting
sites.

In this paper we examine Fast-
ern Bluebird populations in three
separate and distincUy different habi-
tats in DuPage County, Illinois. Dala
on nest success, productivity, nest
site selection, and dispersal between
sites are compared. Several manage-
ment techniques are also suggested.

= =
A banded Eastern Bluebird. Photo by Victoria J. Byre.

nesting. Use of a number ol anti-
predator devices greatly reduced
raccoon predation. Datafromthe 624
adultand nestling bluebirds thatwere
banded revealed a high annual
turn-over rate at each study site, and
a high number of nestlings that were
absent during their first adult sum-
mer, butreturned to their natal area to
nestas second yearadults. Over three
years, nestlings fromeach of the three
study sites were found at the other
two sites. Availability of
suitable nesting cavities is
a major lactor in the ulti-
male size and stability of
local bluebird populations
but habitat characteristics.
food supply. predation. and
nest box competition also
are important variables.

Description of
Study Areas

DuPage County, [lli-
nois, which lies approxi-
mately 43 km wesl of Chi-
cago, 1s a heavily popu-
lated and rapidly developing section
ol northeastern Ilinois. The three
study arcas, the Morton Arboretum
in Lisle, [L (600 ha), McKee Marsh
inWinlield, 1. (240 ha), and Fermilab
National Accelerator Laboratory in
Batavia, 1L (2800 ha), all lie along
approximately the same latitudinal
fincandare separated from each other
by 6 10 9 km ol suburban develop-
ment (Figure 1).
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The Morton Arboretum bluebird
trail, which consisted of 73 boxes

by year three of the study,

in open, savanna-type woodlands.
Large oaks (Quercus sp.) are the

dominant trees, and

is located

the present study. The boxes at all
sites were monitorect only irregularly
however, and only at the Arboretum
site did a few pairs of bluebirds con-
sistently fledge young.

the groundcover is
composed of Eurasian
grasses that are mowed
one to three times per
year. Al McKee Marsh,
9 km northwest of the
Arboretum, the 41-box
trail is inopen grassland
(Bromus sp. predomi-
nate) that borders a 32
ha man-made marsh. In

contrast to the Arbore-

tum site, none of the

McKEE
West Chicago Wheaton
Balavia
{28}
B
&
g 53
/
FERMILAB
P MORTON ARBORET UM
5) Lisle
5 Km ‘
—_— N

boxes at McKee Marsh
are wooded
canopy; border
floodplain woodlands or
fence rows and

under a
most

wooded
some are very much in the
open (e.g. in meadows on
exposcd hilltops).

[Fermilab, a high-energy
physics research labora-
tory, the grounds of which
are designated a National
Environmental Research
Park,isapproximately 6 km
southwestof McKee Marsh.
Most of the I8 bluebird
boxes on the site border a
10-year old reconstructed
prairie. Indian grass (Sor-
gastrum nutans) and big
bluestem (Andropogon
gerardi) are the dominant
grasses. Partof the prairie is
usually burned each yearin
carly springorlatefall. Scat-
tered ouak trees and an old
apple (Malus sp.) orchard
provide canopy cover for a
few ol theboxes. IFiveof the
18 boxes are located along
the edge of an old pasture.

All threestudy sites had
blucbird (rails established
four to eight years prior to

Vol. 7, No. 3

Figurce 1. Location ol three DuPage County,
[linois Eastern Bluebird study sites.

bluebird nest box characteristics at Morton Arboretum.
Photo by Victoria J. Byre.

Methods

Peterson-style (Henderson 1984)
nest boxes, separated by adistance of
atleast SO m and usually greater than

90 m (excepl lor a few
placed within 3-6 m of
another box to reduce
Tree Swallow [Tachy-
cineta bicolor] com-
petition), were used at
all three study sites.
Thirty-one boxes were
added o the Arboretum
sile at the beginning of
the second year of the
study, and three more
were added at the start of
the third year. The num-
ber of boxes at the other
two sites was kept virtu-
ally constant during all
three years of the study.
Most boxes were mounted
on either smooth metal
poles or steel fence posts
(T-posts). A few boxes at
the Fermi site were attached
(o trees. By the end ol the
second year of the study,
approximately 909 of the
130 nest boxes were pro-
tected with at least one type
of predator guard; usually
cither a heavy coating of
grease on the pole or a wire
“cat ‘n coon guard” (Noel
1991) or both.

Throughout the nesting
period (April to mid- Au-
gust) from 1989 through
1991, all boxes were moni-
tored a minimum of one (o
twotimesperweek. During
the 1988 nesting season,
priortothe formalinitiation
ofthis study, 30 of the boxes
at the Arboretum site were
monitored at least weekly.
Species use was determined
by presence of adults or
characteristics ol nests or
cggs. A nest was defined as
a box containing at least
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oneeggandasuccessful nest fledged
at least one young.

House Wrens (Troglodyies
aedon) were discouraged [rom nest-
ing in the bluebird boxes by placing
theboxesaway fromshrubby, brushy
areas and thickets. Tree Swallow
competition was reduced by placing
an additional nest box within 3 -6 m
of cach of the nest boxes that was
favored by the swallows. House Spar-
rows (Passerdomesticis), arare nest
compelilor at our sites, were dis-
couraged by removing the nesting
material immediately. Wasps
(Polisitis sp.) and their nests were
removed [rom in or under the nest
boxes. Where wasps were a persis-
tentproblem, petroleumjelly applied
to the inside roof of the box discour-
aged them fromattaching theirnests.

Bluebird nest and egg charac-
teristics, including laying and hatch-
ingdates, clutchsizeandcolor, length
and width of eggs (measured with
dialcaliperstonearest(). lmm), num-

ber of nestlings and fledglings, and
presence of ecloparasites such as
blowlly larvae (Protocalliphora sp.)
were all recorded.

Bluebird nestlings were banded
when 8- 12 days old with a standard
aluminum U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) size IB band and
aunigque combination ol one to three
plastic, butt-end type colored leg
bands. Adult bluebirds, which were
banded in a similar manner, were
captured in mist nests or usually, in
the nestbox, eitherby placing a hand
over the entrance hole or by using a
cardboard “trap door” that had been
taped to theinside top ol the entrance
hole and propped up with a stifferass
stem. The trap door, which was
tripped when an adult bird entered
the box, [MTapped down over the en-
trance hole trapping the bird inside.

SecRead (1990) foran illustration ol

this method.

To minimize possible desertion
of the territory or nest, adults were

Table 1. Nest box character

¢s and habitat variables evaluated
at three DuPage County, Illinois study sites.

Variables

Units or Categories Recognized

Hole height from ground
Hole length
Hole width
Direction entrance faces
Box mount

Predator guard

Distance 1o perch

Distance Lo cover

Distance to water

Distance to rouds

Distance to buildings

Height of swrounding grass
Density of surrounding grass
Dominant grass

Habitat in which box was placed

Measured in cenlimeters

Mecasured in centimelers

Measured in centimelers

N. NE. E, SE, S. SW, W. or NW

Round metal pole, steel T post.

woaoden post, ree

Grease, wire hole guard, wren guard,
orany combination

Measured in meters

<30 m, 30-100m,> 100 m

<30 m, 30-100 m, > 100 m

< 30 m, 30-100 m, > 100 m

<30 m, 30-100 m, > 100 m

0-30 cm, 30.1-50 ¢cm, 50.1-70 ¢cm, >70 cm
Sparse, medium, high

Andropogon sp.. Bromus sp., Dactylis sp.,
Festuca sp., Phleum sp., Poa sp.,
Sorghastrum sp.

Oak savanna; scattered deciduous trees or
orchard; grassland bordering woodland:
tree-lined fence-row along grassland or
pasture; open grassland
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not captured until the Tatter stages of
the nesting cycle. Mostcaptures took
place near the end ol incubation or
when very young (I-5day old) nest-
lings were present. Banding was not
attempted in rainy weather or when
the temperature was below normal,
and nests were never disturbed or
more than 10 minutes at any onc
time. Adults were banded whenever
possible, especially at the Morton
Arboretum site, but priority was
placed on banding all nestlings at
each study site. Individual bluebirds,
identifiable by theircolorbands, were
observed with binoculars and spot-
ting scopes o document behavior
and dispersal to new sites.

Nest box characteristics and the
habitat surrounding each nest box
were assessed to try to determine
uniqueness ol each study site, sig-
nificant nest site selection factors,
and relevance tonesting success. IFif-
teenvariables were measured aleach
nest box (Table 1). Measurements
were taken by asingle observer within
a five-day period during the nesting
season. Entrance hole length and
width and height from the ground
to the bottom rim of the hole were
measurcd with a tape measure. The
direction cach box faced was deter-
mined with a hand-held compass.
Distance to nearest perch (> | min
height) and nearest closed canopy
cover were measured with a
surveyor’smeasuring wheel, as were
distances to the nearest water, road,
and building. Distances over 100 m
were estimated by pacing. Height of
the grass within a 3 m radius ol each
box was estimated by standing a tape
measure parallel to three to five rep-
resentative stems, measuring the
heights in their “natural™ positions,
then averaging the results. The den-
sity of the grass within this same ares
was estimated as sparse (up to 50%
bare ground), high (thickcarpet with
little or no bare ground visible) or
medium (between the twoextremes).
Dominant grasses were estimated by

Meadowlarlk




visual inspection of grasses within
the 3 m radius. A larger area (100 m
radius) around each box was rated as
to general habitat type according to
the following guidelines: type | -
savanna (> 50% canopy cover) con-
sisting mostly of large (rees such as
oaks, type 2 - widely scattered de-
ciduous trees or orchards (< 50%
canopy cover), type 3 - tree lined
fence row along grassland or pas-

tureland, or grassland within 5SOmof

woodlands, and type 4 - open grass-
land (> 50 m away from any trees).

Stepwise discriminant analysis
(McLachlan 1992) was used (o ana-
lyze and compare the nest box char-
acteristics and habitat variables at
the three study sites. Calculations
were carried out using the computer
package SPSS/PC+ (Norusis 1988).
Descriptive discriminantanalysisim-
ploring Wilks” Lambda was utilized
with minimum F to enter and maxi-
mum F to remove set to 1.00 for
stepwise variable selection. For ca-
nonical discriminant functions, maxi-
mumsignificance of Wilks' Lambda
was set to 1.00.

Variables listed in Table | that
were included in the analysis are
hole height, hole length, hole width,
distance to perch, distance to cover,
distance (o waler, distance to road,
distance to building, grass height,
and grass density. The remaining
variables were examined as indica-
tors of habitat quality or successful
use of the nesting box by bluebirds.

Results

Bluebirds nested at all three
study sites during each year of the
study. The Morton Arboretum site
consistently had the highest percent-
age of box use by Eastern Bluebirds
(Table2),and the highest productiv-
ity as measured by number of young
Medged per successful nest (Table
3). The Fermilab site was consis-
tently the least productive.

Discriminant analysis signifi-
cantly distinguished between the

Vol. 7, No. 3

three sites, correctly classifying the
Morton Arboretum 97% of the time,
McKee Marsh 88% ol the time, and
Fermilab 74% of the time. Hole
height and distance (o waler ac-
counted for 97% of the variance be-
tween groups. The majority of
misclassifications confused the
McKee Marsh and Fermilab arcas.

Initial examination of use of a
box by bluebirds combined all three
sites across years. Use was correctly
classified only 74% ol the time, and
non-use was correctly classified only
57% of the time (barely above the
per cent expected by prior probabil-
ity (50%).

Comparison of use versus no-use
of each nestbox within a study area
was done for the Morton Arboretum
and McKee Marsh sites. Discrimi-
nant analysis could not significantly
distinguish between the nest boxes
used versus those not used at either
site. The Fermilab site had too small
asample for this analysis.

Nesting Success - OfF 208 blue-
bird nests attempted in thestudy area
during 1989-1991, 149 (72%) were
successful. Eighty-five percentofthe
successful boxes were mounted on
roundmetalpolesand wereequipped
with at least grease as a predator
deterrent. Annual variation in suc-

1989: ARB
Boxes available 39

Use by bluebirds 21(53.8)
Use by House Wrens 21(53.8)
Use by Tree Swallows 3(7.7)
Use by Black-capped

Chickadees 6(15.4)
Use by House Sparrows 2(5.1)

Use by European Starlings 0

Use by rodents 0

1990: ARB
Boxes available 70

Use by bluebirds 40(57.1)
Use by House Wrens 45(64.3)
Use by Tree Swallows 8(11.4)
Use by Black-capped

Chickadees 1(1.4)
Use by House Sparrows 2(2.9)

Use by European Starlings 0

Use by rodents 0

1991: ARB
Boxes available 73

Use by blucbirds 42(57.5)
Use by House Wrens 40(54.8)
Use by Tree Swallows 13(17.8)
Use by Black-capped

Chickadees 3(4.1)
Use by House Sparrows 0

Use by Europecan Staclings — 2(2.7)
Use by rodents 0

Table 2. Number (and percent usage) of Eastern Bluebird
nest boxes at three DuPage County, Illinois study sites.

MCKEE FERMI TOTAL*
45 17 101
11(24.4) 1(5.9) 33(32.7)
16(35.6) 2(11.8) 39(38.6)
34(75.6) 9(52.9) 46(45.5)
0 1(5.9) 7(6.9)
2(4.4) 1(5.9) 5(4.95)
0 0 0

1(2.2) O 1(0.9)
MCKEE FERMI TOTAL
42 18 130
13(30.9) 1(5.6) 54(41.5)
12(28.6) 4(22.2) 61(46.9)
29(69.0) 9(50.00)  46(35.4)
5(11.9) 1(5.6) 7(5.4)
1(2.4) 2(11.1) 5(3.8))
0 0 0

0 0 0
MCKEE FERMI TOTAL
41 18 132
T(17.1) 3(16.7) 52(39.4)
15(36.6) 7(38.9) 62(47.0)
28(68.3) 12(66.7)  53(40.2)
4(9.8) 0 7(5.3)

0 0 0]

0 0 2(1.5)

0 0 0

“Totals may add up to more than 100% since some boxes were used by two
oimore different species at different times during the same season.
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cess ranged from 66.7% (1990) (o
78.3% (1989) (Table 3). An average
ol 3.9 eggs was laid per nest and an
average ol 3.5 young was lledged per
successful nest. For all seasons and
study areascombined, approximately
65% ol the eggs laid resulted in fledged
young (0.72 successlul nests x 3.5
average Iledged per nest / 3.9 eggs
laid per nest).

The three study areas differed in
nest success and productivity. Over
the three-year breeding period, blue-
birds at the Morton Arboretum site
had an average success rate o1 76.6%,
and an average ol 68.2% of the cggs
laid resulted in fledged young. The
bluebird nests at the McKee Marsh
site, on the other hand, had an average
success rate of 63.5% and only
56.6 % of the eggs laid resulted in
ledgedyoung. The IFermilab site had
oo few bluebird nests to make valid
comparisons.

Failures

During the firstyear of the study,
House Wrens were the major known
cause of bluebird nest failure, result-
ing in a 6.7% loss of bluebird eggs.
This rate dropped to 3.0% during the
second year and rose to 4.7% during
the thirdyear (Table 4). House Wren
compelition was most prominent at
thearboretum site which has a greater
abundance of the brushy, shrubby
habitat that the wrens prefer.

During the second year ol the
study, predation by raccoons (Pro-
cyon lotor), as evidenced by tracks
and type ol destruction, was the major
known cause of nest lailure. Rac-
coons caused no loss ofeggs atany ol
thesites in 1989, but wereresponsible
for a 10.7% loss of blucbird eggs
during 1990. AtMcKee Marsh during
that year, 25% of the bluebird cggs
were lost to raccoons. With the in-
stallation or application ol anti-
predatordevices. the overall failure due
to raccoons dropped (o0 4% in 1991,

Tree Swallow compeltition was a
cause of bluebird nest failure only at
the McKee Marsh site (11.5% cgg
loss in 1990), where boxes were situ-
ated i much more open habitat than
at the other two sites. The placement
of a second nest box within three (o
six meters ol a box at which bluebird
and tree swallow competition was
occurring almost always resulted in
successful nesting by both species,
one in the original box and one in
the new one. In one instance how-
cver, Tree Swallows nested in both
boxes, al a distance of only 2.5 m
apart; a rare occurrence for such a
territorial species.

Human interference with nests or
young wasnota major factor until the
third year of the study, but did cause
7.4% of the eggs o fail that year,
mainly from vandalism (destruction
ol nest boxes, removal of hardware
ete.) to occupied nest boxes.

Unknown causes of failure in-
clude such tactors as infertile or ab-

Table 3. Eastern Bluebird nesting data for three DuPage County, Illinois study sites.
1989A% 1989M  1989I° 1989T 1990A 1990M 1990F 1990T 1991A 1991M 1991F 1991T
Number of nests 33 12 | 40 64 22 | 87 62 8 $ 75
Number of eggs laid [44 45 R 194 277 Ol 0 338 251 31 15 297
Eggs/nest (cluteh) 4.4 3.8 5.0 4.2 4.3 2.8 0 3.9 4.1 39 3.0 3.6
Eggs hatched 109 36 4 149 208 40 0 248 195 21 S 221
(percentage) (75.7)  (80) (80)  (76.8) | (75:1)  (65.6) (73.4) | (77.7) (67.7) (66.7)  (74.4))
Eggs hatched/nest 3.3 3.0 4.0 3.2 23 1.8 0 2.9 3.2 2.0 1.0 29
Nestlings lost 12 2 0 I 17 12 0 29 24 6 0 30
(percentage) (11.0)y  (5.6) (9.4) (8.2) (30) (HE7) ) (12.3) (28.0) (13.0)
Y oung fledged of
eggs laid 97 34 4 135 191 28 0 219 171 15 S 191
(percentage) (67.4)  (75.6)  (80)  (69.6) | (68.9) (45.9) (64.8) | (68.1) (48.4) (33.3) (64.3)
Young fledged
of eggs hatched Pil 34 4 135 191 28 0 219 171 15 S 191
(percentage) (88.9)  (94.4)  (80)  (90.6) | (91.8) (70) (88.3) | (87.7) (7T1.4) (100)  (86.4)
Young fledged/nest 2.9 2.8 4.0 2.9 29 i 0 2.4 2.8 1.9 1.0 Y
Successful nests-
at least one fledged 24 Il | 36 S0 8 0 58 49 5 | 55
(percentage) (72.7)  (91.7)  (100) (78.3) | (78.1) (36.4) (66.7) | (79) (62.5) (20) (738)
Productivity-young
fledged/successful 8% 3.8%
nest 4.0 3.1 4.0 3.0 3.0 ) 0 3.6 3.5 3.0 5.0 33
“A=Morton Arboretum, M=McKee Marsh, F=Fermilab, T=total
“Eproductivity caleulated with (top number) and without (bottom number) Fermilah data, which skews results.
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CAUSE OF

Table 4. Causes of Eastern Bluebird nest failure at three DuPage County, Illinois study sites.
Number and percentage of eggs or nestlings lost.

FAILURE [989A  [989M 1989 1989T  1990A  [1990M  1990F  1990T 1991A 199IM 19917 199t
House Sparrow ) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
House Wren I 2 0 13 10 () () 10 9 0] 5 14
(percentage) (7.6) (4.4) (6.7) (3.6) (3) (3.6) (33.3)  (4.7)
Tree Swallow 0 () 0 0 0 7 0 7 0 0] () 0
(pereentage) (11.5) (2.1)

Other Eastern

Blucbird 0] 0] 0 0 5 0 0 5 4 0 0 4
(percentage) (1.8) (1.5)  (1.6) (1.3)
Raccoon () 0] 0 ] 21 5 () 36 4 4 4 12
(percentage) (7.6)  (25) (10.7) (o) (129 (26.7) (4)
Human 6 () () 6 5 () 0 5 13 9 () 22
(percentage) (4.2) (3.1) (1.8) (1.9) (5.2) (29) (7.4)
Weather 5 0] 0 5 0 0] 0] 0 0 0 (0] 0
(percentage) (3.9) (2.6)

Unknown 24 9 | 34 45 11 0] 56 50 3 | 54
(pereentage) (16.7)  (20) (20) (17.5) (16.2) (I8) (16.6)  (19.9) (9.7) (6.7) (18.2)
Oulcome

unknown | () 0 | 1 () () | 0 0 0] 0

#A = Morton Arboretum, M = McKee Marsh, F = Fermilab, T = Total

normal eggs, laulty incubation, unex-
plained abandonment of cggs or
young, unexplained disappearance of
one or both adults, and fluctuationsin
Food supplies and weather conditions.
Most of these faclors are extremcly
difficult to verify, hence the large
percentage of unknown causes of fail-
ure each year.

Banding

Forty-five adult Eastern Blue-
birds (36 females and 9 males) and
579 nestlings were banded during

the course of the study (Table 5).
Forty-seven of these (3 adult [emales
and 44 nestlings) were banded at the
Morton Arboretum site in 1988, be-
fore the formal initiation of this study
(with USFWS bands only)
Thirty-eight individuals or 8.6%
of the 444 bluebirds banded from 1988
- 1990 returned to the study sites for
one or more years. Thirty (19.4%) of
the bluebirds (23 nestlings and 7
adults) banded in 1989, returned in
1990 and/or 1991 (Table 6). Seven of
the nestlings that returned as adults to

nest on the study sites in 1991, had
been banded in 1989 and were notin
evidence at any of the sites during
1990,

The overall number of breeding
adults increased quite dramatically
from the firsttothesecond yearof the
study (64 adults in 1989, 98 adults in
1990). Thisincrease in breeding adults
did not come solely fromthe previous
year's Iledglings at each site how-
ever. Al the Morton Arboretum sile,
for example, even though all nest-
lings and nearly 70% (15 of 22) of the

Table 5. Number of Eastern Bluebirds banded at three DuPage County, Illinois study sites.

MORTON ARBORETUM MCKEE FERMILAB YEARILY TOTAL
MARSH TOTALS BANDED

Year Males Females Nestlings Total Nestlings Nestlings Males FKemales Nestlings
1988 0 3 44 47 0] 0 () 3 44 47
1989 5 15 97 17 34 4 S i5 135 155
1900 ¢ 17 193 214 28 0 4 17 221 242
1991 () | 163 164 Il 5 0] I 179 180
Totals 9 30 497 542 73 ) 9 36 579 624

Note: Banding was not initiated al McKee Marsh or Fermilab until 1989,

and no serous attempt wis made to band adults at those sites.
Vol. 7, No. 3 87



adult females were banded in 1989,
26 unbanded adult females were
presentat the site in 1990. A1l 7 of the
year-old, banded male nestlings that
returned to nest at the Morton Arbo-
retum in 1990 were paired with
unbanded females. And, although all
but 7 (17 out of 24) of the adult
females and all nestlings (193) atthe
Morton Arboretum were banded in
1990, 18 of the 29 females nesting
therc in 1991 were unbanded.

Five bluebirds had a consecutive
three-year history, and 5 bluebirds
had a three-year history but with the
middle year missing. Seventeen blue-
birds returned for two consecutive
years during the study. A few indi-
vidualsreturnedtothesamebox [tom
which they had fledged or in which
they had raised young the previous
year, but most birds moved to other
boxes within the same study area
from one year (or even from one
brood) to the next.

While most of the returns were
seen at the same site at which they
had been banded, there was evidence
of interaction between the three study
areas. A female bluebird banded as a
nestling at Fermilab in 1989, nested
atthe Arboretum in 1990; and, a male
banded as anestling at the Arboretum

in 1989, nested at McKee Marsh in
1990. Also, two males banded as
nestlings from the same nest at Mc-
KeeMarsh in 1989, returnedin 1991,
after a year spent elsewhere, one (o
Fermilab and one (o the arboretum.
Therefore, Eastern Bluebird nestlings
from each of the three study sites
have appeared al the other sites.

Discussion
and Management
Recommendations

During our study, the number of

Eastern Bluebird nesting pairs in-
creasedfrom [ | in 1988, beloreregu-
lar monitoring began, to a pecak of 49
in 1990. The number droppedto42in
1991, despite a slight increase in the
numberofboxes available. Also, de-
spite a relatively constant number of
boxes available from 1989 - 1991,
the number of nests peaked at 87 in
1990, up from 46 the year before, but
dropped slightly 0 75 in 1991. These
results are consistent with the as-
sumption that availability of suitable
nesting cavities is but one of the many
interdependent and complex factors
involved in Eastern Bluebird popula-
tion dynamics (Parren 1991).
Seventy-nine percentofthe blue-
bird nesting activity took place at the

Table 6. Return of banded Eastern Bluebirds
at three DuPage County, Ilinois study sites.

BANDED IN:

1988

3 adults

44 nestlings
47 total

RETURNED IN:

1989

2 adults (66.69)
0 nestlings

2 (4.3%) total

1989

20 adults —
135 nestlings —
155 total =

242 (olal

19940

1 adult {33.3%
) nestlings

| (2.1%}) 1o1al

7 adults (35%)
16 nestlings (11.9%)
23 (14L.8%) total

1990 - —
21 adults — —
221 nestlings — —

1991

| adult (33.3%¢)
0 nestlings
1(2.1%) total

2 adults (106¢)
12 nestlings (8.99¢)*
14 total (9.06¢)

2 adults (9.59%:)
3 nestlings (1.4%)
5 total (2.1%)

* Seven of these nestlings were not seen in 1990 but retirned o breed in 1991,
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Morton Arboretum where the habitat
consists of open grassy areas with
scattered trees and shrubs. Discrimi-
nant analysis well distinguished the
three sites. The two sites that had the
least bluebird use (Fermilab and
McKee Marsh) had the most
between-group confusion, which sup-
ports the hypothesis that sites with
suboptimal habitat would have the
most misclassification with each
other.

With the variables used in this
study, discriminantanalysis could not
distinguish between boxes used ver-
sus those not used. The results were
examined for indications of bluebird
preference. Further studies may ana-
lyze a wider range of variables in
greater detail as the interpretation of
the data warrants. Overall, shorter
grass heightwas found at the Arbore-
tum (an average height of 62 cm as
opposed to 70 cm at McKee Marsh
and Fermilab). The preference [or
shorter grass was strengthened when
hole height was also considered. The
mean hole height for the arboretum,
I71 cm, was higherthan that found at
theothertwosites (124 cmtorMcKee
Marsh, 152 ¢m for Fermilab).

Ourdiscriminantanalysisresults
concur with past studies of bluebird
habitat, conlirming the Eastern
Bluebird’s preference for open areas
with scattered trees and sparse or
relatively short herbaceous vegela-
tion (Willner et al. 1983, Munro and
Rounds 1985, Parren 1991, Pogue
and Schnell 1994). The importance
ol short grass or sparse vegetation as
foraging arca for bluebirds may be a
key ftactor in this habitat preference,
more important than entrance hole
height or the grass height to entrance
hole height ratio (Pinkowski 1977b,
Power 1980)).

Competition other
cavity-nesting species is a factor that
can greatly influence bluebird nest-
ing success, and one thatcanneverbe
completely climinated (Munro and
Rounds 1985). Although House Wren

rom
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competition for nest boxes was re-
duced by placing the boxes away
from the shrubby arcas wrens prefer,

wrens were still a major cause of

bluebird nest failure during all three
years ol the study. Because House
Wrens are smaller than bluebirds,
there is little that can be done to
make abluebird nest box
“wren-prool” and still
acceptable to bluebirds.
Several hole designs and
“wren guards” havebeen
tried on bluebird boxes
(Berner 1990, Berner
1991, Bernerand Pleines
1993), and a wren guard
designed by Pollock
(1989) was tried on sev-
cral ol our boxes. Re-
sults of our tests and
those of the others show
that wrens were still able
Lo gain access 1o nest
boxes (o build nests or
destroy bluebird eggs.
The only elfective way Lo reduce
competitionfromHouse Wrensisby
trial and error; e.g., relocating nest
boxesused by wrens (usually to more
open areas) until they find them un-
acceptable (Parren 1991).

Boxes placed in open areas
should be monitored closely forTree
Swallow competition. If a second
box is placed within 3 - 6 m of the
contested box, the chances of having
both species nest successfully will
be increased.

The fact that raccoon-caused
nest Failures rose (rom 0% in 1989 (o
10.7% in 1990 may represent learned
behavior by the raccoons. By using
several anti-predator management
techniques (mounting houses on
smooth metal poles, greasing the
poles with white lithium grease, and
attaching wire guards to the fronts of
the boxes) overall cgg loss due Lo
raccoons was reduced (o 49 the fol-
lowing year. [Uis safe to assume that
cventually a raccoon will find and
try (oinvestigate any nestboxes in its
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territory. Precautions taken to pre-
venl them from successfully gaining
access initially will save much time
and effort later, as raccoonsare very
persistent once they have found a
food source. Nest boxes should al-
waysbemountedatleast [.3mabove
the ground on smooth round poles

Eastern Bluebhird fledgling. Photo by Victoria J. Byre.

thathave at leasta 0.5 m wide, liberal
coating of grease (carnuba car wax
may be a less messy alternative
(Davis 1993). In high rnsk areas, an
anti-predator device should also be
attached below or onto the front of
the nestbox. The Noel ““cat ‘n coon”
guard (Noel 199 1) appeared to work
well in our application. The “bird
guardian,” a tube-like commercially
available predator guard thatfits over
the entrance hole has not proved ef-
fective (Berner 1991, Berner and
Pleines 1993).

Human-caused nest failures can
best be prevented by strategic place-
ment ol the nest boxes (especially
away from frequently used paths or
roads) and informative signage and
public education.

WhileanumberofEastern Blue-
birds returned to their previous
year’s nesting areas the following
year, a surprisingly large number of
unbanded adult birds appeared cach
spring, despite the Fact that all nest-
lings and most adult females (the

majority of which nested success-
fully) were banded ateach study site
duringthe previous years. This find-
ing is somewhat contrary (o a study
done by Pinkowski (1979) in which
thenumberolEastern Bluebirds nes(-
ing in an arca gradually increased
after the initial provision ol nest
boxes, because young birds
that were reared in the arca
were returning there to breed,
and adults that were success-
ful in the arca were returning
there Forsubsequent nestings.
While our bluebird popula-
tion also increased quite dra-
matically, many of the birds
were “new’ (o each sile each
year, and took advantage ol
the abundance ol nest boxes
provided. This high turnover
rate was surprising and cer-
tainly would not have been
suspected had the banding
study not been done.

Preliminary banding re-
turns also indicate that a large num-
berofnestlings [romourstudy areas
spent their Cirst adult summer some-
where other than their hatching site,
then returned to their hatching site
duringtheirsecondadultyearto nest.
Whether these two-year-olds nested
somewhere else during their first
summer is unknown.

Our banding returns also show
that local bluebird populations do
intermix. Areasof higherproductiv-
ity, such as the Morton Arboretum
sitemay provide asource ot birds for
areas of Tower productivity such as
the McKee Marsh and Fermilab sites.
Likewise, areas of higher quality
habitat may draw birds to them [rom
less suitable areas.

Many lactorsare involved in the
ultimate size and stability of a local
Eastern Bluebird population. The
availability of suitable nesting cavi-
ties is certainly a major factor, but
food supply, predators and competi-
tors, habitat characteristics, and lo-
cal and regional weather conditions
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are also important tactors that influ-
ence size and success of local popu-
lations. 1t seems likely that if" good
quality habitat within the Eastern
Bluebird’s nesting range contains
properly monitorednestboxes, blue-
birds will eventually colonize the
area provided the regional popula-
tion base is sufficiently high. These
localareas,especially those that pro-
vide predator proof nesting boxes,
can aid in increasing the Eastern
Bluebird’s nesting success.
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The 1997 Illinois
Christmas Bird Count

By David B. Johnson and Alan F. Stokie

Neurly every birder claimed the
discovery of good birds and high
numbers during the 1997 Illinois
Christmas Bird Count. This phenom-
enon was probably due, in part, to the
EINifno winds. Predominately south-
erly warm air [Towed through
Tinois during the later partof
the count period, 19 Dec. 1997-
4 Jan. 1998, giving observers
spring-like weather in early
winter. Despite a 5-inch snow-
fall in northern Illinois on
Christmas Eve, birds thal were
supposed Lo departlingered and
many countcircles recorded all-
time high species counts. The
expected winter finch invasion
did happen, butforsome counts,
finches mainly trickled in and
waterbirds remained in one
place. Passerines stayed long
enough for some counts to bol-
sterlandbird tallies. This mix of
good walter and Tand bird num-
bers along with some winter
finches gave lllinois compilers
the right stuff!

Results from 61 counts included
169 species, including one exotic
Monk Parakeet, a Baltimore Oriole
(actually in Towa), and the unbanded
Trumpeter Swans at Crane Lake/
Sangamon. The result was 20 species
higher than the 1996 Ilinois CBC.

Rend Lake Ted the way with 104
species -— a remarkable total. Nine
other counts recorded 90 or more
species, four of which were reported
asall-time record species counts: Cy-
press Creek (96); Carlyle Lake (95);
Clinton Lake (93), a record count;
Union County (92); Horseshoe Lake
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(92); Chautauqua, arccordcount (90);
Cranc Lake/Sangamon (90); Spring-
lield, another record count (90); and
Evanston (90), a record count (in 36
years) and surprising for northern
[1linois. Collinsville had the highest

[ 557 5 f

number of individuals: 1,206,189.
IFermilab/Batavia fielded the highest
number of observers in the state, 95.
In second place was Lisle, with 63
observes. Evanston came in third
with 57 observers.

We welcome a new count and
all their Greater Prairie-Chickens, all
103 ofthemtobeexact, from Newlon
in the southeastcentral portionol our
state. Jeft Walk compiled this count.
We also welcome Mermel Lake in
the south,compiledby Frank Bennett.
Also, thanks to Larry Hood or resur-
recting the Bushnell Count (sce the

| L

Yellovw-breasted Chat. Little Red Schoolhouse,
Cook Co. 31 Dec. 1997. This clhatwintered here (see
seasonal highlights for details) and was observed

at the Lisle Arboretum Christmas Bird Count.
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

count circle map; blank circles indi-
cate counts not reported to us this
year or bordering circles that do not
report their counts).

CBC Firsts and Rarities

The top rarity prize goes
to Lisle Aboretum’s Yellow-
breasted Chat (see photograph)
at the Little Red Schoolhouse
ForestPreserve in Cook County.
The bird feasted on bees that
cmerged from their hive during
the winter warm-ups! A slale
and CBC first were (wo Eur-
asian Collared-Doves at Car-
lyle Lake. These two birds at-
tempted to breed in winter and
were well-documented by pho-
tographs. This rapidly coloniz-
ing species was also recorded at
Champaign. This is the second
record forlllinois of this invad-
ing species.

The well-documented
Prairie Falcon at Clinton Lake
was the mostoutstanding raptor
find. Lingering shorebirds included
five Pectoral Sandpipers at Meredosia
Island, acountweek Greater Yellow-
legs, three Least Sandpipers and two
Dunlins at Mermel Lake and another
al Pere Marquette. Clinton Lake’s
Sedge Wren was a well-documented
find. A count week Varied Thrush
was at a feeding station at Joliet,

Some insectivores like warblers
were noted more than usual in the
state; four Orange-crowned Warblers
were detected on four counts: Mor-
ris/Wilmington (sce photograph),
Kishwaukee, Springfield, and Rend
Lake. Springlield had a well-
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described Nashville Warbler. An
excellent tally of 1,062 Yellow-
rumped Warblers was noted on 35
counts. Rend Lake had the only other
Pine Warbler besides Crab Orchard’s
five. Evanston recorded its lirst ever
Palm Warbler as did Middlefork
River Valley and Baldwin Lake/
IKaskaskia River Valley. Rockford
and Decatur recorded their fivst ever
Common Ycllowthroats and other
singles were at Calumet/Sand Ridge,
Crane Lake/Sangamon and Baldwin
Lake. A count-weck Wilson’s War-
bler was at Springficld.

Other unusual birds included
21 American White Pelicans on five
counts along the Mississippi River
with Pere Marquette recording the
highest number, 16. An American
Bittern was recorded at Carlyle Luke,
and a Great Egret was recorded al
Jackson. Four and six Ross’s Geese
appeared at Rend Lake and Union
County, respectively.  Also, most
unusual was the apparent Ross’s X
Snow Goose hybrid at Rockford.
Twenty Blue-winged Teal (on six
counts), a bird normally in Central

America by this time, put in a good
showing. The only scoters were a
count-week Black Scoter at Wau-
kegan, two White-wingeds at Evan-
ston, and a count-first Surl for
Decatur. A female Harlequin Duck
was at a jeity intake, feeding on ze-
bra mussels in Lake Michigan al
Waukegan. Solitary Merlins were
noted at Thorn Creek/Park Forest,
Kishwaukee, Clinton/lowa, Mere-
dosia Island, and Cypress Creek.
IFour Northern Goshawks were
reported on four counts. This species
has lTong been absent From IMlinois in
winter. Two Sandhill Cranes at
Chillicothe were noteworthy, and
count-week birds were detected at
Waukegan and Lisle Arboretum.
Middle Fork River Valley had the
only Sora. The only uncommongulls
were Lesser Black-backed Gulls at
Chicago Lakefront and Calumet/
Sand Ridge plus a count week bird
at Springfield. Only four Glaucous
Gulls were recorded on four counts
with the southernmost at Elsah. A
noteworthy jaeger species was ve-
corded at Rend Lake. The state’s

only Barn Owls were three at Cy-
press Creck.  Waukegan and Hlini
reported the only two Snowy Owls
(Chicago Lakefront also had a count-
week bird). Anapparent BarnSwal-
low was at Carlyle, but no details
were reported.

The tone northern Hinois Ameri-
an Pipit was Evanston’s first and
pechaps a first wintering record for
northern Hlinois. Well-documented
Spotted Towhees were tallied at
Barrington and Chautauqua. Fourim-
mature lemale Indigo Buntings were
al Rend/Carlyle (2) and Horseshoc
Lake. The only Le Conte’s Sparrows
were two each at Cypress Creek and
Carlyle Lake. The only Vesper Spar-
row was at Crane Lake/Sangamon
plus a count-week bird was at
Champaign. Solitary Harris’s Spar-
rows were at Van Patten, Davenport,
and Cypress Creek. A remackable |1
Harris’s Sparrows were seported al
Elsah and 25 at Humiston Woods,
but no details accompanied the re-
ports, so the data were deemed inac-
cuwrate. Well-described solitary Chip-
ping Sparrows were at Horseshoe
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Lake and Pere Marquette. A
Brewer’s Blackbird was at
Mermel Luake.

One of the most interesting
lingerers was a Baltimore Ori-
ole (in TA) at Davenport.

Finally, the agony ol the
bird that did NOT count on
this year’s CBC was the bird
two miles outside of Leon
Hendrickson’s Collinsville
circle, a male Rufous Hum-
mingbird (hat wintcred in
[linois.

Regularly Occurring
Species

GreatBlueHerons were re-
corded in unusually high nun-
bers. Observers reported 1,165 indi-
viduals in 52 count circles, perhaps
reflecting on the expanding breeding
colonies in both Illinois and to the
north (see histogram). Burgeoning
Canada Geese defy imagination and
are becoming anuisance in suburbia.
Observers counted record numbers
of 22,517 and 12,451 individuals at
Barrington and Rockford respec-
tively, mirroring an increasing
population stalewide. Fifty-seven
Oldsquaws (in five circles with
Carlyle Lake being the southernmost)
seems (roublesome as this species
used to winter in greater numbers on
Lake Michigan. Evanston was the
only count with 44 individuals at
the lakelront.

No Gray Partridge records were
noted this year.

Starved Rock had a record 24
Bald Eagles in northern Illinois.
Birders recorded 1,053 Bald Eagles
in Ilinois and the Towa counts in-
cludedhere. Thesenumbers are lower
than last year’s (see histogram) per-
haps indicating the species was win-
tering (arther northduetothe warmer
weather.

Several compilers commented
that some owls were sparse while
others like Great Horned, Eastern-
Scereech, Barred, and Short-cared
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Orange-crowned Warbler. Des Plaines Conser-
vation Area, Will Co.30 Dec. 1997. This bird was
seen on the Morris-Wilmington Christmas Bird
Count. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

Owls were relatively common.  In
the sparse department were 21 Long-
eared Owls recorded in 12 count
circles and only four Northern Saw-
whet Owls statewide, two at Middle
Fork River Valley and one each at
Thorn Creek/Park FForestand Clinton
Lake. Birders counted 1,141 Red-
headed Woodpeckers (a bird of spe-
cialconcern)in 50 countcircles. This
number is higher than the 640 count-
ed in 48 circles last year. The 684
Red-breasted Nuthatches in 57 count
circles represents the second highest
state total in at lTeast 10 years (see
histogram). How, if at all, does this
correlate to this year’s winter finch
invasion? Was it due to a cone crop
failure larther north?

Only 9 Northern Shrikes were
recorded this year (in seven circles).
Fifty-one Loggerhead Shrikes were
counted in 15 circles, two in central
and the rest in southern Tlinois.

Irruptive Species

The winter finches! They were
bestrepresented by 1,810 Pine Siskins
(in 40 count circles); 118 Common
Redpolls (in 9 count circles, none in
southern Ilinois); 97 White-winged
Crossbills (in 5 count circles) with
Springficld having 13 birds, the far-
thest south in the state; and only 11

Red Crossbills statewide in-
cluding 4 at Kishwaukee, | at
Chautauqua, 5 at Muslcatine,
and 1 at Princeton/Cordova.
The creme de la creme winter
linch find goes to the well-de-
scribed pair ol Pine Grosbeaks
alMcHenry. Evening Grosbetiks,
however, were conspicuously
absent.

High Counts

Twelve new all-time state
high counts were set and one
was tied for an individual
species tolal recorded within
a count circle.  Observers re-
corded 78 Pied-billed Grebes
al Rend Lake, 181 Great Blue
Herons at Carlyle Lake, 7
Trumpeter Swans at Crane Lake/
Sangamon (some of which were
unbandedoruncollared), 3,852 Ring-
necked Ducks and 93 Hermit
Thrushes at Cypress Creek, and §
Pectoral Sandpipers at Meredosia
Island. An amazing tally of 38
Short-eared Owls was recorded at
Newton (anew countcircle). Horse-
shoe Lake, however, captured four
all-time high counts of: 10 House
Wrens, 4,500 American Robins, 62
American Pipits and 1,500 White-
throated Sparrows. Union County
had arecord 203 Eastern Bluebirds
and 83 Hermit Thrushes. Crab Or-
chard NWR, once again, recorded §
Pine Warblers. The 998 Lapland
Longspurs at Middle Fork River
Valley was a significant high count
for central Ilinois.

Documentation of Rarities

No reliable evidence exists for
wintering Ospreys in Illinois. Two
reports on this year’s CBC were un-
convincing to the 1llinois Ornitho-
logical Records Committee. Birders
must be aware that “white-bellied”
Bald Eagles can often be confusing
at a distance, especially those indi-
vidual eagles that have dark in the
nearly all-white head, appcaring as
if there’s a dark eye-stripe.  Hard
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cvidence such as a photograph or video may be necessary
to properly document a wintering Osprey in Illinois.

Careful scrutiny and descriptions must also accom-
pany Brewer’s Blackbird reports lor winter in 1llinois.
Descriptions in the field are required for this species’
acceptance and other notable extreme departures and
rarities on all Illinois CBCs.

Acknowledgments
and Comments on Documentation

Thanks to all compilers and observers who noted
highlights this year for their respective counts. ' You made
our job a lot casier! Any crrors ol omission or any
inaccuracies of the data herein are the authors. As a

general note to compilers the “sp.” or species data of

CBCsis sometimes excessive on some counts often tothe
point where too many birds are being unidentified. This
information is discouraged from submission. We recom-
mend the use of these sp. references only: duck, scaup,
merganscr, accipiter, buteo, falcon, hawk, gull, owl, spar-
row, meadowlark, and blackbird sp. Al other sp. that are

not identified in the future count reports will be dropped
from publication, unless the compiler states a good
argument (o include the dala.

The 99th Christmas Bird Count will be held Friday,
18 December 1998 through Sunday, 3 January 1999.
Until then, good birding!

—David B. Johnson,
S04 Crown Point Drive,
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

—Alan I-. Stokie,
174 E. Kathleen Drive,
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Editor’s Note: With thiy issue of Meadowlark we adopt
the sequence of birds as published in the seventh edition of
the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North
American Birds, issued July of 1998, A complete listing of
Hlinois birds following the updated taxonomy is being
prepared by the Hlinois Ornithological Records Commitice.

Meadowlark
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Iliinois ‘97 Christmas Bird Count ¢ Table 1

Caum Kgme Map J.D,| Date Ti|me Te mp Sky' Snow Water  |Wind | Wind [Veloc.| Field | Feeder] Feeder | Parties| Party Hours Hours Party Miles Miles Owling | Owliing | Compiler Ares
Begin | End | Low | Dircction| Low | High | Obsrv| Obsry | Hours hnﬁ Hours | onfom | bycar Milcs on (oot 9‘ car Hours | Miles ! Hours
[ Andalusin-SufTalo ANDA | 29-Dec| 0445 | 1715 | 20 | 30 | Cloudy,lightsnow [ 500 | PrlyFroz | NW [ 10 | 151 6 0 | 000 { 3 %0 | 450 2400 296.50 550 29100 | 450 | 45.00 |KelivJ McKay
[Barri BARR | 22-Dec| 0715 | 1645 | 30 | 34 Cloudvral 100 | PiyFroz | E-NE | 2 | 8 | 30 | 7 | 1400 | 14 | 9250 | ss00 | 3750 344.00 45.00 2900 | 200 | 400 [Duane Heston
Calume: City-Sand Ridge  [CALU [ 27-Dec| 0700 | 1600 | 13 [ 32 Clowdy: clcar 0.00 Open Nw ||| o34 8 [ 1400 19 | 9350 [ 7100 | 225 | 33100 64.00 26700 | 050 | 050 [Carolyn Marsh
Chicago Lakefront CHIL | 2%Dec| 0700 | 1500 | 20 28 Clcar 2:300! PrlyFroz | WNW | 3 | [0 0 0.00 2-3 1600 12.00 4.0 6550 1150 3400 0.00 0.00 |Joct Greenberg
Chicago Urban CHIU | 21-Dec| 0400 | 1600 | 29 | 36 Partly Clear 0.00 Open E s 110 10 | 1000 | 7 $7.00 | 4500 12 00 349 00 49.00 30000 | 300 | 1200 [Jeffrey Sanders
Ciinion IA-Savanna Fulion |CL1A [ 23-Des| 0530 | 1730 | 32 | 37 Cloudy, lightrain | 0.00 | PrtlvFror | ENW ! 6 [ 15 | & 0 | 000 4 36.00 600 3000 424 00 6.00 7.00 300 | 2900 [Kelly ) McKay WSS
Du Kalb {DEKA | 27-Dcc| O848 | 1630 | 18 | 28 Partly Cloudy 400 | PrilyFroz | Calm | 0 [ 0 | 9 0 [ 000 L] 3000 | 1350 16.50 231,50 20.50 20100 | 000 | 000 [KevinM Jgry
Evanston Nortb Shere EVNS | 3%:Dec| 0430 [ 1700 | 20 | 29 Clear 200 | PriyFror | NW | 10 ] 18 [ $7 | 21 | 2500 [21-247 13300 [ 109.00 | 2400 391 00 97.00 29400 | 700 | 2608 |J Geoxmberg, A. Stobie
Fermi [2b-Bauis FERM | 20-Dec | 0630 | l64s | 27 | 38 Cloudy 000 | PrilyFroz | W-NW| 8 | 15 | 95 2 | 600 | 9-28 | 17200 | 12750 | 4450 $1900 | 11450 | 41450 | 500 | 1500 |DenisKania
[Frespart FREE J-Jan | 0715 | 1600 | 3 | 52 Cloudy: Light 1sin 0.00 | Prtly Froz W 5 b} 4 18 10.00 4 3075 5.00 25.75 396 80 450 39150 200 50.00 |Reith Blackmore i
Miini State Fark [[u1] N-Dec | 0818 | 1645 | 34 | 40 Cloudy 100 | PrlyFroz | SE | 9 [ 20 ] 1L 3 | 400 s 4175 1150 | 3025 477.00 1000 46700 | 3% | 2300 |lim Hampson L=
aliet jjoL1 20-Dec | 0700 | 1630 | 32 | 37 Cloudy 000 | PilvFoz | W | 5 | 0| 1t 2 | 200 E 5500 | 2500 | 3000 320,00 20.00 30000 | 100 | 300 llerry Obson
Kishwaukee KISH 3Jan | 7 ? $S | 43 | Cloudy. Lightrain | 0.00 | Py Froz s 15 ] 15| 35 7 | MO0 15 | 9800 | 6278 | 3525 645.00 63.00 58200 | 300 | 600 'Brad Grover =
Lisla Arboretum LiSL 21-Dec| 0500 | 1700 [ 26 | 37 Partly Cloudy 000 | Pty Froz | NNE | 7 | 7 | 63 1 | 500 [20-27] 14900 | 10700 | 4200 54100 | (2900 | 41200 [ 1700 | 3600 h Hop
IMcHenry County MCHE | 20-Dec | 0730 | 1700 | 28 | 37 Cloudy 0-100| PriyFroz | N S & ¥ 5 3 [ 600 | 13 | 6725 | 3050 | 3675 476,78 3128 44550 | 275 | 2500 |David A Frev =
Manria-Witmiingion MOWT | 27Dcc | 0715 | 1630 | 21 | 29 Clear 000 | PrixFroz | WNW [ 2 | 5 | 9 0 | 000 8 6600 | 2250 | 4350 47925 2825 45000 | 000 | 000 |lohn Swolan
Muscaline JA-IL City MUIA | 28-Dec | 0500 | 1700 | 32 | 38 Fogsy 000 | Prily Froz 3 sluw]| 9 6 | 1200] 4 36.00 800 %00 | 31300 800 38500 | 650 | 4200 [Kelly) McKay -
Princcion-Buronu PRIN 3-Jan | 0530 | 1645 | 52 | 60 | Cloudy,lightrain | 000 | PriyFroz | ealm | 0 | © 6 0 | aoo 4 18.25 4.00 1425 213.00 400 21400 125 | 15.00 |Seven Shipp
Princeton-Cordova PCIA | 30-Dec | 0550 | 1600 | 13 | 29 Cleat, Clondy 000 | Prily Froz E s1nf o 3 | 400 3 33.00 1200 21.00 314.00 15.00 30300 | 550 | 5600 [Kelly) McKay =
[Quad Citics DAIA | 22Dec| 0300 | 1700 | 33 | 38 Cloudy 0.00 ¢ E Sl IS E 20 8 | 1600 | 1o | 6sew | 2600 | 4200 538.00 | 2600 | $12.00 | 10vo | 6700 [Kelly$ MeXay
Rockford ROCK | 20.Dec| 0700 [ 1700 | 32 | 37 Cloudy 000 | Prly NW | 0| s [ 45| 2 | 200 [13.18] 1550 | 5900 | $200 68000 6700 | 60100 | 300 | 400 [Daniel T. Williams
Schupuillc SCHA | 3-Jan | 700 [ 1700 | 47 | 52 | Cidwfoplightrain | 000 | PrlvFroz | NW | 5 | 10 | 25 o | 200 4 33.00 500 200 | 32800 10.00 31800 | 1.00 | 000 [Tescose N, ingram
Stned Rock State Pork  [SRSP | 28-Doc | 0545 | 1645 | 27 | 40 Cloudy 200 | PrbyFrox | SE | 0 | 20| 15 2 | a0 7 5175 | 3078 | 2700 423.00 3450 38850 | 325 | 3000 [lohm McKee
Thom Creck-Park Forent  [TOPF 3dan | 0630 | 1630 | 40 | 55 Cloudy 000 | PribwFroz | SW [ 15| 25| 32 [ 17 [ 2000 | 13 | 9675 | 5200 | 4475 $02.25 3015 45200 | 150 | 075 [Jim Kelly
V'an Fanen VANP | I-Jen | 0600 | 1700 | 32 | 37 | Cldy,fog: lighimist | 000 | PrtlyFroz 5 ol s 4 2 | 200 3 2250 3.00 1450 252.00 300 24900 | 200 | 1600 |KellyJ McKay
[Waukegan WAUK | I-Jon | 0530 | 17301 10 | & Clear 24 | PrlyFroz | S-SW | 10| 29 | 38 | 39 | 7800 | 1420 | 10750 | 8700 | 2050 | 47450 72.50 40200 | 235 | 600 |lool Greenberg
[White Pines WTEN | 2i-Dec | 080D | 1700 18 34 Prily Cldy 0.00 | Prtlv Froz NW 2 | 10 3 4 1.00 4 27.00 1200 15.00 252.00 11.00 24100 1,00 0.00 {Jers McCormick
e e e
Bloomington- Normal BLOM [ 20-Dec| 0730 | 1700 | 28 | 34 Cloudy 000 | PrtiyFroz | NwW | s [ 15 | 13 o | 080 2 400 | 2800 13.00 217.60 1960 19800 | 000 | 000 [DaleBirkenholz
|Busbrelt BUSH | 3-Jan | 0715 | 1715 | 45 | 63 Cloudy: lightroin__ | 0.00 | PartlyFroz | Var | 0 | 15 | 1t 0_| 000 6 4175 | 1700 | 2475 330.50 16.00 51450 | 000 | 000 [LaryHood a
gﬁgun CHAM | 20Dcc| 0530 | 1645 | 33 | 35 Cloudy 0.01 Open N jel|»® s | 800 | 59 | 4575 | 3575 lo0o | 27700 31.00 20600 | 200 | 3500 [HelenM Parker
NWR CHAU' | 27-Dec| 0600 | 1700 | 17 | 29 Clear 075 | PrilyFroz | W 0| s 17 1 100 | 67 | 5350 [ 2450 29.00 19775 2138 376,50 1.00 3.00 |Richard G, Bjorklund | o
| Chifiicothe CHIL 3-Jan | 0700 | 1630 | 52 | 61 [Priy Cldy; fog:lghtrai| 000 | PruyFroz | SW | 20| 20 | 13 o | 000 /] 59.00 | 2000 | 3900 | 417.00 21,00 39600 | 000 | 000 [TrmeyFox |
Clinton Laka CLLK | 19-Dec| 0515 | 1700 | 37 | 59 Clear 000 | PryFroe | SW | 0 | 8 | 16 0 | ooo 7 6250 | 4050 | 2200 | 36750 43.50 32400 | 300 | 3300 |Myms Deaton | =
Cronc Lake-Sangamon CRLK | 20-Dec| 0700 | 1700 | 32 | 35 Cloudy 0.00 Qpen Nw | s [10] 12 0 | e00 5 4025 | 2200 1925 279,60 2100 ; 25800 | 000 | 000 [RobertQ Randall
Decatur DECA | 20Dec| 0515 | 1700 | 33 | 38 Cloudy 000 | PrbvFroz | WNW | 0 | 15 | 17 4 _| 600 i s000 | 3550 1450 | 20850 3350 | 17500 | 250 | 1700 |Myma Deston =
Forest Glen Proseine FGPR | 27-Dec| 0630 | 1630 | 23 | 31 | Cloudy;partlyclear | 000 | PrilyFroz | Calm | 0 | 0 | 23 i 200 | 13 | 7200 | 8100 | 2100 285,50 19.50 26600 | 500 8.00 [Marilyn F, Campbell
Humlatcs Woods IHMWD | 30-Dec| 0630 | 1700 | 30 | 38 Foggy, lightnin | 0.00 Open sw o] s | 2 8 |l000} s 30.00 | 2000 [ 1400 2500 1000 2000 000 0.00 _|Joe Jobst -
Meredosia Isiand MERE | 30.Dec| 0645 | 1700 | 20 | 25 | Cloudy:heavysnow | 000 | PrirFroz | NW | § | t0 | 8 0 | 000 L] 3550 | 1550 | 2000 | 240.00 15,06 22500 | 000 | 000 [Tony Ward
Middie Fock River Valley [MFRV | IJsn [ 0130 | 1715 | 15 | 44 Cloudy 000 | PalyFroz | SW | 12 ] 28 | 26 2 | 300 | lel6| 8950 | 6100 | 2850 49200 400 $300 | 450 | 3300 [Steven D. Bailey >
Pecria PEOR | 20-Dcc | 0700 | 1630 | 34 | 37 Cloudy 000 | PilyFroz | N | 10] 15| 19 0 | ooo 8 67.00 | 3100 | 3600 489.00 27.00 46200 | 000 | 000 [L H Princen
Quircy.[L-Marion CoMO [QUIN | 27.Dec | 0600 | 1600 | 17 | 30 Geer 100 | PrlyFroz | NW [ 10 ] 1o | 12 | 3 ] s00 6 41,00 €50 32%0 301 00 6.00 295 00 150 | 17.00 |KeaVail =
0700 | 1700 | 40 | 55 | Cloudy: fog.lightrain| 0.00 | PrtvFme | SW | 0 | 10 | 3 28 | 5000 1 100 3,00 400 19 00 4.00 15.00 000 | 000 [Hareld EHedden
{0330 4700 | 30 | 3?7 Cloudy 000 | PrilyFroz E s 12| 17 s ldooo| 7 | 8930 | 2750 | 3200 | 369.00 35.00 33400 | 400 | 53.00 |H Dsvid Bohten
0445 [ 1715 | 30 | 37 Cloudy 000 | PivFroz | NW | 0 | 3 8 o _J ono ] 34 1 3378 1 1025 | 2350 274.50 12 50 26200 | 425 | 5750 [Kellvd MeKay
0430 | 1838 | 30 | 42 Partly Cloudy 0.00 Open w 1] ]| 2 2 | 400 | 58 | 5200 | 3400 18.00 35825 2428 IM00 | 280 100 |Tim Dever
0645 | 1700 | 28 | 39 Cloudy 080 Open NW | S[16]| 18] o | 000 9 5850 | 2800 | 3050 42050 | N0 39700 | 000 | 000 [Frunk E Storment
: 0642 | 1710 | 39 | s2 Cloudy 0.00 | Prily Froz s 2[5 6 0 | 000 4 3900 | 2600 13.00 36600 3100 335.00 | 200 | 3100 |DanKagebeum
Collinsville COLL | 21-Dec| 0745 | 1630 | 29 | 40 Cloudy 000 | PrlyFroz S 1713 9 0 0.00 k] 4325 | 2100 2225 364.50 2050 34400 0.00 000 |LB Hendrickson )
[Crab Orchard N.W.R CROR | 20-Dec| 0635 [ 1708 | 39 | 44 Cloudy 0.00 Open N 0] 20| 1B 0 | 000 6 59.25 | 2450 | 3525 384,00 17.00 36700 | 1.50 | 2000 |Tracy R Evans
ICypress Creck CYCR | 19-Dec| 0630 | 1715 | 32 | 62 | Partly Cloudy;Clear | 000 | Prily Froz 5 ofw| » 0 | 000 | 814 | 9700 | 7075 26.50 40375 275 37600 | 000 | 000 |JudyK DeNeal =
IEtnh IELSA | 3-Jen | 7300 | 1300 | 60 | 63 Partly Cloudy 000 Open SE o] s 0 | 0 3 16.50 0.00 16.50 74.00 000 7400 0.00 000 |Taslor A Delancy
[Hovseshoe Lske |HSLK | 3-Jan | 0615 | 1800 | 52 | 59 Cloudy 0.00 Open S 12 (18| 18 | o 000 10 | 8450 [ 4800 | 3650 400.00 4000 36000 | 200 000 |VernonKlicen
fackson Comsny [ACK | btam | 0645 | 1715 | 29 | 47 | ClearPortly Cloudy | 000 Open w [25]25]| 2] 2 | so00 7 B0 | 3275 | 4028 48125 1538 45600 | 275 | 2250 |Rhonda Montoe
Kaskatkia Audubon |KASK | 28-Dec | 0715 | 1600 | 45 5 Prily Cloudy 000 Open ssw | 8 [ 12| 0 | o | 000 0 875 267 508 4430 1.00 4330 000 000 |Joc Mcrkelbach =
Linsoln Trai! Sute Park  [LINC | 20-Dce | 0700 | 1600 | 37 | 47 Cloudy- foggy 000 | Open NW [ s {10 21 | 1 [ 3s0] 8 4000 | 900 31.00 319.00 8,00 32100 | 000 | 000 |[Charlottc Connerton
Mermet i ske IMRLK | I-fn | 0700 | 1630 | 21 | 45 | Clear.Partlycloudy | 0.00 | Open Va. | 10| 20| 2 0 | 000 | 12 | 1500 5.50 950 109.00 4.00 105.00 | 0.00 | 000 |Frank Bennetr =
[Newion INEWT | 2Jan | 0550 | 1700 36 | 5t Cloudy: light min_| 0.00 Open SSE| s3] n o | 000 | 4 29.00 14.00 1500 | 30600 2000 28600 | 050 | 1000 |JefTery W Walk
Pero Mueguento Park _'PEMR | 20-Dec| 0800 | 1630 | 31 | 40 | Parlycioudycloudy | 000 | PribvFroz | W | S | 15| 35 | o | 000 [ 10 [ 6725 | 3500 | 3425 266 25 34258 23200 150 | 500 |Bob Thoss
Rond Lake RDLK | 20-Doc | 0645 | 1715 | 38 | 48 Cloudy 0.00 Open WNW [ 10 25 | 9 o | 000 6 6000 | 3800 | 2200 43950 3550 40400 | 750 | 106.00 |Roben Danley
U nion Counry UNION | 4-Jan | 0615 | 1730 | 53 | 65 Cloudy 0.00 Open ssw | s || 2 0 | 000 | 7-10 | 8250 | s450 | 28.00 470.50 4250 42800 | 250 | 000 [Vemon Kleen
WarblufT Valley Sanztuary [WRBV | 2 Jan | 0630 | 1700 | 45 | 38 Cloudy- light tain_| 000 Open | _sw | 5 | 10 | 23 1| 428 E; 5700 1 2725 | 2975 336.00 22.00 300 | 000 | 000 [PatBrown
3185 ] 4141 11671 228 |369.75 3194.50 | 1926.42 | 156283 | 2123730 | 1766.00 | 1903330 | 14130 | 973.25
{ AvLo | AvHi Total | Total | Total Total Total Total | Total
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Species WAUK EVNS CHIU | CHIL | CALU MCHE BARR FERM LISL TCPF JOLIL MOWI | DEKA | ILLI ROCK | KISH SRSP FREE | WIPN | PRIN TDTATE‘
Common Loon 1 nc
Pied-billed Grebe - 4 ~ 1 30
Horned Grebe 1 3 :
Double-crested Cormorant [2*-cw] 1 11 4 = 2
Great Blue Heron 3 4 3 5 6 7 he 29 he 25 1 17 15 4 5 2 21 25
Bliack-crowned Night-lleron 2] 3 ]
Greater White-fronted Goose 1* nc s
Snow Goose 1 1 1 _| 1 6 2 7 6 1
Ross's Goose o 2
Ross's Goose X Snow Goose I [ - 1 !
Canada Goose 15683 13149 9kl 763 939 14063 22517 he 42432 15390 1956 1182 11889 536 4626 | 12451 he | 3552 292 669 178 263
MuteSwan 13 2 141 3 1 5 4 | 2 1
Tundra Swan 1 B B | 4*hcgd| 3°
\Wood Duck 2 3 4 | 2 2 8 3 1 1 4 he 2
Gadwall 22 4 10 36 87 52 148 10 2 8
Amencan Wigson 7 5 6 1 1 5 30 4 0
Amencan Black Duck 116 21 15 3 1 63 16 12 110 284 24 22
Madlard 2087 1282 1202 158 1935 890 1425 2927 2554 211 979 30581 349 |30341 he 1337 1406 610 107 38 44
Mallard X Black Hybrid 2 2, 4
Mal'ard X Wood Duck 1 i
Blue-winged Teal 4* gd 1*gd | nd 10" he
Northern Shoveler 24 1 24 4 1 1
Northern Pintail 2: 1 e 1 1 6 he
Green-winged Teal 2 1 | he 16 i 2
Canvasback 1 1 2 14 1
Redhead 8 1 1 2. 1
Ring-necked Duck 252 1 S 24 12 he 128
Greater Scaup 376 1210 1 330
Lesser Scaup 10 6 8 12 84 2 16 30 12 1 %
5Caup sp. 58 156 500
Harlequin Duck 1 1
SurfScoter cw ow
White-winged Scoter 2 cw 2 2
Black Scoter cow {1-cw)
Oldsquaw 44
Bufflehead 97 57 i 18 16 7 30 2) 1
Common Goldeneye 235 448 20 98 147 27 71 14 16 26 387 834 6 73 25
Hooded Merganser 20 5 i i 4 3 ] 8 73 B 13 Jr 3 he
Common Merganser 103 10 1 14 14 1 9 35 3109 5508 8 13
Red-breasted Merganser 103 Al 15 219 266 1 10
Ruddy Duck 5 2 2 2 2 62 6
duck sp 22 3
Bald Eaple | 1 | 1 3 24 he 52
adults | 2 10 39
_immatures | [ 1 12 13
unk.20wn 1 2
Northem Harrier 1 1 12 1 13 4 3 19 2 2 s
Sharp-shinned Hawk ) 3 2 1 1 ) 1 1 3 1 1 2
Cooper's Hawk i 6 2 4 7] 4 11 6 1 1 3 he 8 4 7
Northem Goshawk ~ 1 ks
accitpiter sp. - | 1 2 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 I 1 1*
Red-tailed Hawk 51 59 9 62 55 49 99 118 59 30 50 15 50 104 63 68 he 40 4 29
Rough-legged Hawk 2 ! 1 L 1 2 2 3 2 1 2 7 4 1 2 1
| American Kestrel 12 23 | 4 37 11 33 34 33 17 14 25 2 23 28 21 31hc 23 3 13
Merlin T 1=
Peregrine Falcon 1 1 1 2 ==
falcen sp L 1
hawk sp 1 buteo 1 (buteo) 1 2 2 buteo
Ring-necked Pheasant 1 29 23 2 1 i 12 | 8 22 S 2
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Species WAUK EVNS CHIU | CHIL | CALU MCHE BARR FERM LISL TCPF JOLE MOW] DEKA | ILLI ROCK | KISH SRSP FREE | WTPN| PRIN |[TOTALS
Wild Turkey 10 1 9 7 7 69 he
Northern Bobw hite 2
Sandhill Crane cw (5-cw)
Amenican Coot 47 8 2 58 648 ow 1 20 657 9 4 1
Xilldeer 1 4 hc
Common Saipe B 1 ow 1 1 2
Beonapane’s Gull 1 9 5
Ring-billed Gull 1375 1689 658 965 1744 160 118 386 874 133 502 927 2 149 23 6 576 he 6 938
Hermng Gull 373 685 144 100 2680 2 2 138 65 5 40 336 854 5 4 90 84
Theyer's Gul! 6 1 1 2,
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 1
Glaucous Gul! - ) } cw 1
gull 5p 20 689 200 39 18 20 3 7 i
Rock Dove 134 998 1500 436 766 603 112 727 1370 SIt 397 116 143 257 1353 he 986 157 581 185 94
Mouming Dove 424 301 258hc 1 456 151 236 683 he 358 240 425 101 95 33 363 466 126 122 21 33
Easterm Screech-Owl ow 8 4 3 ] 1 29 2. 1 6 2 | 2
Great Homed Owl 9. 10 6 1 5 8 i 30 he R3 9 5 71 3 12 he 22 10 5 4 )
Snowy Owl 1 ow 1
Bared OWl cw - dead 1 1 1 4 1 1
Long-eared Ow!l ) 3 3 3 2nc
Short-eared Owl 2 1 |
Northem Saw-whet Owl ow 1
owl sp 1
Beited Kingfisher 22 3 2 4 6 3 15 6 3 8 2 4 8 13 3 2 1 6
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 i 1 16 2 S 9 2 2 26 2. 2
Red-bellied Woodpecker 25 88 21 23 49 28 68 85 44 13 31 13 25 108 he 84 36 11 7 21
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ] | =] ow 1 1 | ow
[Dovwny Woodpecker 69 176 114 e/ 77 121 78 226 199 67 53 54 33 62 he 240 188 10l 52 8 24
Hairy Woodpecker 24 54 37 i 10 11 27 29 5 S 6 12 he 30 44he S 2 1 1
ﬁrthem Flicker 9 8 3 5] S 6 40 he B 31 7 12 2 13 he 23 17 14 6 7z i)
Pilcated Woodpecker ow 1 ] 1
Norther Shrike B 1 1 1 3 1 [
aucja)' 66 1ne 38 212 171 62 90 157 163 24 52 30 32 226 165 6l 80 12 43
Amed¢ n Crow 675 3111 915 13 668 688 6951 he 1156 1021 1122 208 131 847 156 3087 2785 260 327 156 7
Homed Lark 67 3 2 6 cw b} 3 62 4 81 203 336 44 69 303 37 14 20
[Black-capped Chickadee 406 553 342 13 203 337 350 610 595 178 108 85 62 107 401 | d66he [ 173 89 32 51
Tufted Titmouse 1 49 ) 22 25 6 S 3 39 25 60 he 59 ! 9 22
Red-breasted Nuthatch 26 33 3 9 43 20 28 30 38 15 8 6 She 46 36 he 3 <) 4 2
White-breasted Nuthatch 49 87 31 3y 69 25 86 141 56 23 27 18 49 he 161 17 41 32 12 13
Browwn Creeper 7 22 49 6 ) 52 he 29 7 24 41 8 16 65 96 he 28 4 2 5
Carolina Wren 1 | 1 {dd 2 t 2 t
Winter Wren 2 1 | | [1-ow} 2 2
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 13 9 3 9 6 = 9 3 3 1 16 26hc 1
Ruby-crosvned ll'ing)et B 3he 1 2nd
E stern Bluebird 2 3 ! 3 he 2 3 3
Hermit Thrush 2 2hcm A B ] [ low]
American Robin 773 1545 59 1 20 23 72 140 74 2 [2-cw] 8 1 15 11
Varied Thrush [cw-1* ph (1-cw}
Gray Catbird 1* 1* gd B
Northem Mcckingbird i 1he
Brown Thrasher 2
European Starling 2897 3512 1950 7 1207 1291 121 3521 he 3995 4471 3452 2679 674 1699 2928 | 3495 8142 2188 103 417
American Pipit 1* nced
Cedar Waxwing e 65 45 38 155 228 47 he 490 55 9 34 199 B
Orange-crowned Warbler 1* ph e
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Species WAUK EVNS CHIU | CHIL | CALU MCIE BARR FERM LISL TCPH JOL! MOWI] [ DEKA | ILLI | ROCK | KISH SRSP FREE | WTPN | PRIN |TOTALS
Vellow-rumpad Warbler 30 182 48 6* hc 17 19 4 ow 17he VI )
Paim Warbler 1° ncgd
[Common Yellowthroat d 12
Yellow-breasted Chat 1* ph 1
Spotied Towhee iy
Eastern Towhee 1
American Tree Sparrow 245 947 103 I 3 285 804 756 613 464 546 621 149 502 1145 260 616 he 2l 4 63
Field Sparmmow | 2°
Savannah Sparrow 2" he
Fox Spamow 2 1
Song Sparow 18 60 17 35 " 78 90 50 27 31 24 9 14 162 33 40 12 44
Lincoln's Sparrow 1"
Swamp Sparrow 10 34hc 6 b/ 4 10 18 20 3 1 3 37 7 3¢ he
White-throated Sparrow 38 64 39 2 7 43 34 70 8] 10 8 1 1 17 he 13 18 3 4
\White-crowned Sparrow i 1 1 1 12 14 8 3 3] 3 1 27
Dark-eyed Junco 503 1092 398 524 715 949 1155 854 338 474 625 272 333 1862 1032 825 242 14 42
Cregon form 4 1 5
SparTow sp 2 2 4
Lzpland Longspur 18 12 6 147 7
Snow Bunting 6 S 40 75 39 148 3 1
Northem Cardinal 218 301 216 6 157 143 218 351 he 300 240 86 82 71 68 307 299 210he 6% 6 63
f:ed»\:'inged Blackbird 2500 8 2 1616 17 123 8 25 10085 424 3 1 1015
Eastern Meadowlark 1 1 1 13 1 21
meadowlsrk sp 1
Rusty Blackbird i
Common Grackle 53 ow 13 2 1 5 52 4 4220 1738hc 5685 s 9
Brown-headed Cowbird 2 392 9 1 2 ) 2034 2 96 ow S 140 [S-ow]
blackbird sp 1 49000
Pine Grosbeak 28 2
Purple Finch 2 10 g 6 12 4 1 B, 11 [1-ow] 1 17 he 16 3 2
House Finch 219 281 5] 218 164 157 250 92! 216 183 158 146 63 he 649 602 28 87 ] 28
Red Crossbill 4 o
White-winged Crossbill 1 32* 2l he [ew]
ICommon Redpoll 27 5 27 30 2 7 17
Pine Siskin 14 93 9 32 119 152 46 101 8 24 ke 12 15 28 | 28 25
American Goldfinch 223 739 156 6 244 177 19 364 314 153 S7 80 28 157 491 253he 113 he I 50 8 48
House SpaTow 762 997 2140 11 738 590 7 81t 1020 862 509 937 267 367 924 1441 869 1119 43 470
=xotics. [Monk Parakee1] 2] [ow] [16] [18)
[Collared-Dove) [121] [121]
Total species 77 90 he 73 30 69 53 55 68 69 58 68 70 41 71 68 67 62 38 30 44
Total indhiduals 31419 35114 11627 3532 17421 21160 36864he 58315 32188 12029 9930 71449 4060 49626 | 2894i he | 18672 70085 6227 883 3150
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Northern Central i
SPECIES VANP SCHA CLIA PCIA DA 1A ANDU MUIA MF_RV FGPR CHAM | HMWD BLOM CLLK DECA UFL PEOR CHAU CRLK SPFD BUSH | TOTALS
Picd-wThed Grebe i 9 1 2 1 47 he
Homed Grzbe 1 ! 2 |
{Exred Geebe 1= 1
Amenicao White Peliean 1° 12
Double-cresied Cormerant 10 1 S ho 6
Greal Blue Herfon 1 3 1 3 2 17 8 8 3 2 19 he 30 10 16 38 35 & cw
Turhav Viiliure 6
Greaier White.froated Goose cw 196 he 68 he 251*he 2
Saow Gecse 21 1 3 2 1 oW
Canada Goose 80 1436 3 939 244 721 1423 208 406 , [kz) 2126 845 454 996 1223 2968 963 480 123
Miite Swan — s 4
{Trumpelor Swan| [51 121 17 y.nn<-HC
Tundra Swan 200* 44" he 3 imm
Wood Duck 1 k] 3 15 10 4
Gadwall 10 12 21 46 hc 6 23 17 he 18 81 168 200 he
Awmcrican Wigeon 2 2 15 5 8 29 1
Americaa Black Duck 34 12 49hc 6 39 34 30 il 374 81 19
IMalised 195 4 1149 54 1638 [ 443 1121 he 18 99 48 780 2690 1241 4004 1053 29706 20292 1315
| Ma)land X Wood Duck 1
Blue-winged Teal I pd 20
Nanbarn Shoscior ! ] 3 4 76 58 10
Worhern Pintail 9 2 2 6 [ew] 46 57 0
Green-winged Toal = 2 2 i | 32 | 37 i
(Canvasback 2 1 12 2 5 22 1
Redhead 3 4 5
Rine-necked Duck 1 8 11cw] 44 be 9 36
Gireater Scaup - [l -cw] 9 6
1Lesser Scaup 2 8 70 5 3 3 3 2 92 he 57 26 24 64 24
S urf Scoter 1%nc 1
Oidsguaw — I’ 1
BulTichemd 3 1 1 20 3 ] 18 3 12 1 22hc
!Cammon Goldenese 170 1152 19 27 16 21 lew] b 258 283 18 1 16 25 250
IHoodcd Morgaiier 1 35 6 4 32 3 26
1€ emmon Meryaiser 10 1100 68 133 14 90 3 7 30 2 213 21 543 85 40
[Red-breasted Merganser 1 10 2 s 2
Ruddy Duck 1 1 {lcw] 1 3 & 7/ 16 9 he
I duck sn 4
Bald Enale 3 10 49 11 47 16 179 1 1 1 70 [P} 74 69 1
adults 2 9 31 9 38 11 132 1 1 53 12 35 43 1
mmaturey 1 1 18 2 9 3 47 1 17 39 26
[ unkogun 2
[Northern Harvier 1 3 2 2 1 3 11 1 4 t 3 5 3 1
[Shurp-shinned Hawk 2 1 1 1 2 7 2 1 1 | 3 )
Cooper's Hawk 1 1 4 2 2 2 5/ 2 1 2 3 3 5 2 1 2
Nonkem Goshawk CW L
sicipiter sp. 2 2k 1 1
Red-shouldered Howk 1 2 2
Rod-ilod Hawk 7 62 55 24 67 16 67 48hc S0 26 13 18 55 13 78 he 41 75 50 44 he 10
Rough-leaged Howk 4 12 1 1 E 2 Z 2 1 1 1 L 7 8 3 1 3
FAmerican Kestre! 10 19 16 16 30 12 40 13 29 20 15 12 29 14 i) 37 18 10 31 be 14
[Medtin — 1
[Peuirie Ealcon 1= }
I 2
1 2 2 1 6 9l 1 1 32 18 2 33 11 1 12 1 1 9
[H 20 138 i [3 21 he 2 20 2 2 he 1 2 Ins |
[ 2 35 b 14 1 14 10 [
1= 1
3 2. 6 30 59 2 19 139 11
24 2
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(Nurthern | Central i
SPECIES VANP SCHA CL 1A PCIA DAILA | ANDU MU IA MERV FGPR | CHAM | HMWD | BLOM CLLK DECA CHIL PEOR CHAU CRLK SPED BUSH | TOTALS

Killdecr 4 1 3 ] ! 7 | 2 =k
Common Snipe 1 3 2 1 i 3 2 ]
Banaparic's Gull i8 ! 4 200
Ring-billcd Gull 24 14 109 1435 221 578 122 20 7 1866 3800 716 3752 1050 543 3000
Herring Gull 63 24 _ 46 345 14 212 1 1 13 22 45 696 59 35 1)
[T haver's Gull 1 1*
Eesser Black-backed Guli - = 11 -ewi
{Great Black-backed Gull f ]

ull 550 2 6
Rock Dose 321 185 179 86 1369 28 272 158 623 582 60 167 32 48 73 257 42 28 153 5
Eurasisn Collared-Dove 1*
Mourning Dose 28 59 180 35 256 95 736 66 128 190 70 Al 172 74 68 320 200 169 912 he 119
Eastcrn Sereech-Owi 1 CW 6 1 6 6 | 21 (¥l 4 k) 6 2 1 ] 3
Creat Haned Qwl 4 5 18 7 S 9 13 o7 17 8 ) 7 28 he 7. _{1-cwi S 10 23 5
Barred Owl 1 2 1 i ] 4 A 8 ) 3 20 he 1 2 5 1] 3
Loog-cared Owl 1 2 2 [1cw] |
Shodt-cared Ow! = 1 1
Northcrn Saw-whet Owl 2he 1 - 4
Belted Kinglisher | | 1 3 4 4 2 [ 10 2 3 1 {4 he 7 9 $ 4 4 2
Rcd-neaded Woodpecker 4 9 22 8 1 b/ 4 26 | 6 1 9 | 17 12 4 10
Red-beilicd Woodpecker 13 33 41 20 50 31 52 30 179 35 7 ) 57 50 94 52 76 65 7% 50
Yellow-bellicd Sapsucker 2 | 2 1 1 1 | | fewl
Downy Woodpecker 29 55 78 40 125 45 103 75 108 85 243 56 97 52 113hc 89 84 79 92 41
Hairy Woodpecker 3 7 12 15 17 13 18 1 18 [ 8 3 1 3 13 14 13 26 3 R
Northemn Flicker 2 13 53 &) 20 27 24 18 2l S| 17 il 38 26 21 38 98 54 9
Pilcated Woodpecker 2 1 6 1 5] 7 28 2 | 2 4 6 5
Eastcrn Phocbe 1° n
[Loguerticad Shrike 2
Nonhern Shrike ow 1 )
Blue Jay 30 179 236 108 128 100 202 108 277 87 50 39 210 he 114 62 80 398 98 131 80
Amcrican Crow _ 517 458 304 85 1444 128 290 167000 13079 320 150 3034 717 2522 198 303 1474 461 1660 136
tomed Lark. 61 13 217 | 8 13 128 124 421 4 116 60 37 260 10 30 37 31 17 2
Cacolina Chickadee 106 166 $3
Black-capped Chickadee 57 130 238 14 273 101 193 | 30 103 157 115 269 280 66 n 200 42
Tullcd Titmousc 13 53 18 30 13 31 122 210 24 24 60 54 124 86 66 59 97 28
Red-breasted Nuthatch 5 2 12 6 8 4 6 12 he ]| St 17 [} 13 25 3 1 6 28 2] 16 2
Whilc-breasted Nuthatch 7/ 55 L 30 83 39 83 60 137 15 20 14 102 he 19 87 68 58 69 52 L5
Brown Creeper 8 4 2% 12 29 1l 12 (4 26 28 1 21 16 he 20 12 1.2 14 10 37 2
[ Carolina Wren CW 3 2 k) 8 25 14 2, 1 20 7 4 33 13 23] EN
Winigr Wren 1 1 1 4 2 7he & i q 3 b;
Sedge Wrea = 1% nc — A
Marsh Wren 1* ne
Golden<rowned Kinglat 4 2 3 12 1 Z 4 33 4 4 [} 2 2 1 48 9 14
Ruby—rowned Kinglet ] 1 2 ] | ]
Eastern Bluebird 2 o 4 | 10 4 ;] 1l i} 3 1
Hermit Thrush il 1* 2 1 ] 4*nc & he
’_mcncan Robin | v} 1 4 4 4 45 S ) | 12 2 13 1 3 66
Gray Catbird <]
Naorthern Mockingbird i § 1 1 B, E) 6 2
Brown Thrasher 1
European Starlin 300 672 | 787 1189 2965 591 1876 3308 1123 3828 960 330 2530 1361 1511 1842 624 112 1524 1207
Cedar Waxwing 21 24 7 30 9 3 1 7 2 13 £l he 9 '5g) 21 21
Orange-crowned Warbler e, (G
Nashyille Warbier 1* 1
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 S J* [ il 1 i | 19kc 26hc 2 2 [ 2
Pulm Warbler 1°
Common Yellowthroat = 1% nc 1
Wilson's Warbler 11 - ew] [1ieml
Spoticd Towhee 1*nc 2
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|Northern Central
SPECIES VANP SCHA CLIA °C 1A DA 1A ANDU MU IA MFRV FGPR CHAM | HMWD | BLOM CLLK DECA CHIL PEOR CHAU CRLK SPFD BUSH | TOTALS

Eastern Towhee [ 2 ! 1
Amcacan Tree Sparrow 69 107 993 260 984 427 1560 556 186 716 40 194 884 he 520 363 )G 1069 562 335 130
Ficld Sparrow I 507%0d 28 4 6 8 4 3 6 s 1 ’
Vesper Sparrow [1*-=n] i
Sovannab Sparow = 2 2 2
Fox Sparrow S 1 Ll 2 14 25
Song Sparrow 9 3 I 32 ¥ 25 7 49 17 75 3 Is 8 82 15 98 102 174 53 T8
Lincaln's Spamraw _ 1=
Swamp Sparrow 2 10 58 b 2 4 25 [ 23 7 29 32 1] 6 29 128 10
\White-throated Sparrow 2 4 6 34 9 R &) 12 533 . 2 18 38 19 18 34 247 166 200hc 3
Hammis's Spartow 1* imm | " imm 1257 od)
Whitccrowncd Sparrow 6 cw 1 1 %) 2 8 44 he 4 69 3
Dark-esed Junco 114 229 1136 278 513 332 1253 168 558 613 170 17 503he 109 505 128 1979 [ 655 161
Laoland Longspur 9 21 3 3 [ 988 he 3 7 Tew) 25hc | 20 138
Snow Bunting B 5
Nosthern Cardinal 44 114 214 122 491 162 354 160 226 224 S0 43 200 203 201 188 218 143 290 (3]
Rcdv\\‘ingcd Blackbird 1 b4 I& 15 2 5 17 34 6 40 170 2892 711 822
Casior Mcadowlark 1° 2 2 1 [ev]
| mcadowlark sp 2
Rusty Blackbird 27 150 3 3 32 2
Brewer's Blackbisd 15 ad]
[Common Grackle 1 30 3 S R 15 2 3 4 70 85 3 500 [4-ew]
Brown-headed Cowbird cw 6 1 » | 2 20 51 81 s 31 1 s 1 b 4 500 20

blackbird sp. = 45 160
Buitimere Oriele _ 1*{im 1A} 1
Purple Finch | 34 25 3 1 24 27 39 2 7 2 2 1 8 5 5
House Fineh 34 97 87 128 317 5 309 132 110 299 55 19 16 5 109 10 | 3 133 he 21
Rcd Crossbill 1° 5% (in 1A) 1 T
White-winged Crossbill 30¢ (in1A) 13 97
Common Redpoll 1* 2 118
Pinc Siskin cw S 39 2! 45 32 12 82 3 184 he 29 1 R 49 1 159
Ancrican Goldfinch 25 131 145 182 156 96 210 12 171 124 42 21 170 177 141 127 281 954 240bg 28
House Sparow 132 614 844 366 2373 538 2011 734 410 915 540 226 458 1025 735 846 660 748 604 601
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 1 5 21 62 459 25

Total Species 51 44 72 57 77 58 i 75, 55 64 48 54 93 he 82 66 59 90 he H he 9 he 41

Total Individuals 2482 H17 11578 3994 18411 3765 12800 177911 18315 9528 2753 7687 14174 13324 11420 13412 46579 29529 15573 3u13
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Central South
Species RUSH MERE | WMER | QUIN | LINC | NEWT | BIRD | KASK BALK RDLK JACK | CROR | CYCR | CALK UNION HSLK MRLK COLL WRBY PEMR ELSA | TOTALS
[Common Loon 1 2
Picd-billed Grebe 68 27 9 78 HC 24 60 2 1 6 5 3 379
Horned Grebe 2 1 3 2 17
American White Pelican *[IA] 2 162 21
Oouhle-cresied Cormorant 5 3 | 50 he 2 99
Fucrinn Bittern 1= 3
3t Bluc Heron 68 28 26 2 54 10 39 69 33 3 7 181 HC 115 67 24 14 9 48 3! 1165
Creat 12 I
Black-cromned Night-Heron iy g ' 7
Blsck Vultere 6 101 i) 58 212
[Turkey Vuliure S 5 39 4 1 114 9 9 44 282
Greaicr While-fronted Goose 35 31 53 he 10 635 he 350 he 500hc 4 Ed 2140
Snow Goose ) 2 1 3, 653 18188 he 32 193 10245 183 2000 1076 255 10840 43732
[Ross's Goere dhe 6 2
(Canada Gonss 181 2340 515 1051 729 2719 (418 1804 1182 1067 9500 1244 71 21000 25000 693 82 30 1062 58 250393
Mutc Swan I 182
Trumpoter Swan] I3
[Tundra Swan L% o= ] [1-ew] 257
Wood Duck 2 3 2 [E] 11 he 20 —4 124
foadwall 125 96 19 184 67 71 278 429 13 100 32 6 16 242
American Wigcon 1 7 2 8 16 S 66 8l he 80 17 7 3 Firs
Amcrican Black Duck 5 406 178 2 41 240 8l 60 35 9 ey 2483
Mallard T 242 800 51 5496 99 586 863 621 8755 25028 | 31383 he 4000 3000 1052 339 t 1735 44 231417
INorthern Shoveler (1) 10 45 4 48 he Y 91 387 26 123 155 he 8 20 274 1438
Northern Pintail 3 2 2 4 17 29 246 224 he 83 137 i n 37
Green winged Teal 1 | 98 3 25 24 8 165 432 129 200 45 he 7 2 40 1395
ICanyasback 74 1 59 2 8 4 8 4 140hc 3 A 32 1 407
Redhead 1 19 5 2 i 157 1 5 1 217
IRing-necked Duck 3 2 3 4 46 90 | 3852HC | 75 27 47 1 3 1479
Grzater Sciup 3* 1935
Lesser Scaup 7 1 4 422 7 3 27 59 104 365 48 50 49 305 2 70 ] 2004
scup sp: ! L1} 726
Oldsguzw el ! 51
§Bufchead 108 ) 3 15 2 91 4 13 2 3 566
ICommon Goldzneve 19 2 88 D) il 736 he 1 778 ¥ 28 55 4 6400
1}{0“136 Aorganses 126 ! 9 13 684 6 125 he 19 2 S 8] 7 1242
Common Merganses 70 o 8 52 3 13 10 15 2 28 7 11431
Red-breastcd M. 32 3 1 3 734
merganser sp. 2 2
5; 21113) 50 6 19 he 7! 47 20 10 42 4 215 2 768
11 969 1009
4 62 78 9 1 P2 4 9 18 7 4 he 16 44 1 4 2 IS, 48 1053
& 30 Sl 34 1 2 2 6 10 3 8 25 1 4 2 3] 19 663
unmatures 32 2 13 R’ 3 8 4 8 19 44 28 330
unknown 4 i 10
No:thern Harrier 16 9 1 6 31 £\ 4 34 4! he 6 9 6 7 6 2 ] 33 3 123
I5harp-shinaed Hawk 1 2 1 2 1 6 1 1 6 4 2 2 6 he 2 3 | s | | 89
|Cooper’s Hawk t i 1 1 4 1 1 3 [ew] 1 1 1 [ ] 124
Northern Goshavik A [ 4
scsipiter #p. _ 2 13
Red-shouldered Hawk | 1 I 2 1 I3 L 14 6 4 i 2 56
Red-tailcd Hawk 9 sl 46 45 28 22 34 J ! 80 60 ss 58 96 53 he H 51 1] 44 4 | ™ 17 2790
IRough-legyed Hawk 2 1 ! 1 3he 2 [y 1 1 3 102
Golden Esgle 1 1 2 4
Aerican Kestrel €] 8 (] 24 17 18 27 12 33 35 51 23 69 2% he 43 55 27 H 47 16 1414
Merlin 1 14pd s
[Peregdne Falcon | 3
hawk sp, 2 ] 12
Ring-necked Pheasant 12 L 1 15 be 371
Grester Prairie-Chichen 103 103
(Wild Turkey 1 38 2 4 3 4 [ew] 1 4 1 38 602
Northern Bobwhite 4 53 12 1 2 25 § 44 21 ) 19 20 3] 5 9 6 0| 20 vk 405
American Coot 14 198 167 40 842 274 200 20 3 | 2 10 D) 3575
|I(ii1dm' [} 2 1 20 10 8 2 37he 22 54 20 2 2| 20 I-I_G_
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Central South
Species RUSH | MERE] WMER ] QUIN | LINC | NEWT| BIRD | KASK | BALK ~ RDLK JACK | CROR | CYCR | CALK | UNION | HSLK MRLK COLL | WRBV | PEMR | ELSA | TOTALS
Greater Yellowlegy i ew | | [Lsw]
Least Saudpi 3%ed 3
Ir:uor-l Sundpiper s (=
Jounia 2 ed 1s 3
Comuoen Snipe 1 7he 7 13 he 22 1 6 %
Americar Woodcock - [1? nd.dd 1 2d
1% |
s 28 2982 he 9 H 1 3307
245 263 105 389 4 183 4062 471 267 44 6409 34 194 33 1517 6 317 183 43767
JHerring Guit 21 26 56 18 1 63 A 1 3 3 3 7399
Cesser Bleck-backed Gull fl 3
[Glaurous Guil 1 3
suli s I 28 30 25 1134
IRouk Doe 1 9 96 9l 463 49 124 s 46 21 139 8 8 58 111 13 35 354 4 27 7] 17871
urxzsion Collnred-Bore 2*NC 3
Mourring Dove 57 240 2% 149 117 202 438 10 7 139 189 124 170 386 he 305 35 [ 9 245 304 31 4 12298
Barn Cwi | 3* 3
Easizm Scrzech-Owl 2 3 by I 2 1 2 3 4 L) 3 J | 172
Gicat Homed Owl 7 25 ] | ) 4 7 12 4 2 6 9 18 7] 3 4 L 467
Harred Owl 1 8 4 2 2 1 8 4 | 1 14 3 6 1 3 2 2 189
| ] ! 21
| 38 HC 1 3 1 17 67
4 4 1 1 4 2 3 ! 7 4 4 2 13 3 4 2 7 2 247
3 3 50 | 57 7 42 8 88 20 22 9 124 23 he 262 48 26 16 5 59 2 B4l
Red-bellicd Woodpeck 10 76 59 60 43 30 56 i 66 13 54 73 90 62 he 161 163 i9 42 54 66 | 46 3117
Yellow-bellicd Sapucl ] | 2 2 L [ | 1l 31 15 cw 2 6 2 2 | 9w
Dovny Woodpech 28 2 112 64 38 26 62 i 19 58 41 33 138 60 he 195 156 6 50 57 94 21 1756
Hairy Woodpecker 2 16 30 7 1) 23 7 14 18 7 b 76 25he 44 29 2 2 13 29 2 892
Northern Flicker 2 60 37 11 9 4 21 2 24 33 54 43 172 7 213 131 16 21 47 118 29 1807
|Piteared Woadpecker 11 10 2 El 3 1 17 7 75 1 76 40 2 3 34 26 4 394
Eastern Phocbe 2 " 4
Lougerhesd Shrike ] 1° 3 16 3 ) 3 S | g 4 1 1 ] 1° 5
shrike sp. 1" 3
Blue fy 33 129 124 145 256 102 309 | 60 103 254 170 300 251 271 387 224 19 95 399 162 12 8347
Amencan Crow 74 1298 11378 143 665 132 165 | 23 119 518 249 313 116 138 202 200 23 180 181 424 93 243449
Horned Lark 1 744 s 145 3 463 72| 28 83 91 | 14 34 103 311 is 16 4 26 17 5021
Barn Swallow i {1?] ad.dd 1 nd
Carohna Chickadee 59 57 168 17 140 104 210 79 5306 168 he 370 263 18 5S 79 2418
Black-capped Chickadce 33 13 280 14 \ 13 136 1 8403
Tufled Titmouse 27 72 68 71 70 6 143 2 36 60 87 40 227 90 he 263 162 33 32 66 116 69 3334
Red-breasted Nuthatch s s 16 2 2 2 6 7 3 4 4 11 4 27 15 i ! R 684
1 Whiite-breasted Nuthaich 16 51 91 43 27 37 49 b 45 19 38 19 712 2ihe 185 124 12 14 4 93 34 3328
|Brown Croeper ] 22 1 | 3 2 15 8 11 4 16 4 46 21 1 | 13 2 2 950
Carolina Wren 3 28 4 20 4 3 17 | 30 40 45 16 204 43 he 181 140 10 12 M 16 13 1076
Howse Wren 10 | 2*hc 16* HC 14
Wincr Wien JI| —1 ! 3 1 1 30 29 1 2 109
Mank Wroa - 1%0c )
Golden-crowned Kinghet 7 17 3 22 54 48 140 119 24hc 141 85 16 10 47 8 1005
Ruby'<rowned Kinglet 1 1 3 13 [ew) 33 45 3 1 113
Eastern Blacbird 3 9 44 13 cw 17 s 52 19 116 67 120 6 203 HC 182 I6 10 147 39 15 1160
Hermit Thrush 7 2 2 93 HC 83 hc 30 | 13 3 271
Amarican Rabin 1 2 1 11 L 17 45 888 162 786 13 1219 4500 HC 1S 39 654 221 he 140 12282
Giay Casbiry | 2 ]
Nothern Mickingbird 3 4 4 18 2 12 8 10 21 29 3 14 17 4 26 1+ 2 7 218
Brown Thrasker 1 ! 3 1 10 2 he 8 5 1 ] 39
an Starl 55 490 470 676 889 535 1321 260 825 12527 1253 7774 2861 | 31z9he 850 2500 5109 12780 52620 1718 510 188276
| American Pipit 624 HC i I 63
Codsr Wanwing 93 27 69 24 3 16 166 he 19 23 40 153 he 16 110 ] 804 7 126 3923
Orangre-crewned Warbler 2 4
Yellow-rumped Warbler 4 2 9 he 87 18 203 10he 195 168 5 111 2 1062
Pinc Warbler 1= 5+ 3
Palm Warbler 14 3
Common Yellow throal 1* 4
Eastern Towhec I 4 | 4 10 s 7 17 29 26 2 47 1 159
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Central South
Species RUSH | MERE] WMER | QUIN | LINC | NEWT{ BIRD | KASK BALK RDLK ﬁC-K CROR | CYCR | CALK UNION HSLK MRLK COLL | WRBV PEMR ELSA | TOTALS
American Trce Sparrow 19 1557 382 348 24 116 98 132 80 27 24 104 557 45 33 11 86 4 384 5 22859
(Chipping Sparrow 1" 1w 2
Ticld Sparrow 1 12 4 4 49 41 16 13 4 23 6 41 37 24 9 69 4 392°
Vesper Sparrow 1
|Sasannsh Sparrow 1 18 1 S 2 S 4 20 16 1 2 83
Je Conte's Sparrow _ 2 2 4
Fox Sparrow 26 1 1 9 The 13 32 Z 13 31 2 4 10 209
Song Sparrow 4 228 37 26 12 21 58 L 45 150 47 24 281 582 he 232 235 18 31 85 222 9 4161
Liscoln's Sparrow o i 3,
Swamp Sparrow 34 12 8 2l 7. 1] 51 60 2 159 465 he 104 134 2 6 i 17 1658
Whitc-throated Sparrow 64 32 19 2 63 20 171 195 303 153 564 329be 830 1500 HC 43 74 156 448 he 30 5987
Harris's Sparrow ! Il m?2dd K
Whitecrowned Spammow 3 49 _ 16 51 W 32 [} 37 35 3 8 Si7 193 he 23 62 1 3 11 49 4 862
Dark-eyed Jusco 32 590 322 4184 306 186 346 119 304 513 408 506 347 547 560 621 50 126 658 450 75 30909
Capland Longspur 625 300 50 16 362 4 ] 160 917
Northern Cardinal 67 271 136 176 122 106 275 64 22 403 248 272 476 392 374 471 29 127 202 162 151 11778
indigo Bunting 12 2 12 3
Red-winged Blackbicd 111 261 70 21 28 398 143393 31541 | 5076 | 2051 101 7200 1000 5595 10909 18938 267 240175
Easiom Mcadowlark 2 42 ] 224 60 24 103 34 2 195 26 92 133 80 115 24 1204
Western Meadowlack 1 1
mcadowlark sp. I 62 66
Rusty Blackbird 163 361 54 36 2 3 13 505 2 1363
Brewer's Blackbird I 1
blackbird sp 3 595 1720 118350 | 2200 1150000 | 39320 1 1361395
{Common Grackle 14 2 1 s 6 39 3 672 181730 1242 34313 3700 177 2400 255 6407 26376 58871 9 50 328784
Brown-hcaded Cowbird 2 1 4 4 2 s 5 1004 171 15 153 6 340 147 257 962 246 16 10053
Purple Finch 19 33 14 2 b i 3 17 7 29 1 8 2 3 H 21 475
HoweFinch 28 13 7 9 38 9 72 ] 29 13 71 ) 37 85 88 630hc 40 34 12 8 17 6984
Pinc Siskin 13 3 57he 13 15 17 69 he 14 84 he o 1810
Amcrican Goldfinch 189 202 88 273 176 473 140 15 256 58 94 99 285 S 424 476 56 110 74 577 174 12129
Hause W 215 262 634 546 503 248 717 41 180 44 329 39 72 418 78 248 25 242 72 339 261 36846
{Ewasian Tree Spamow 63 823 58 7 _ _ M - 47 459 he 7 2047
| Towlspecies 3¢ 5 [ 6The | 43 8 80 36 85 | 104 84 8 | 96 95 97 | 9 82 [ 66 86 ss
I Twial individualy J.l_li 10908 16892 6285 1816 14371 6088 1345 11161 | 374517 42319 | 189136 | 60883 50113 48666 | 47080 20643 1206189 175578 22049 2633
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AVIAN STUDIES IN ILLINOIS

Grassland Bird Research
at Prairie Ridge State Natural Area

by Jeff Walk and Eric Kershner

In Illinois, birders often have a
difficult time finding grassland spe-
ciesduringthebreeding scason. Small
grasslands, those less than 40 acres,
rarely attract the endangered species
such as Upland Sandpipers, North-
ern Harriers, and Henslow’s Spar-
rows to breed. Indeed, the more com-
mon species such as Eastern Mead-
owlark may even be difficult (o find
in these smaller grasslands.

Grassland habitat is at a pre-
mium in Tlinots. Within the past 40
years, more than halfof Illinois’ pas-
tures and hayfields —
homes for many grassland species —
have been lost (0 row crop expan-

surrogale

sion, urban development, and other
land usc changes.

Along with these changes have
comedisturbing numbers from Breed-
ing Bird Surveys. The state is losing
3 percent to 7 percent ol its grassland
bird populations each year, or in less
benign terms, we have lost 65 percent
1090 percentofour Dickceissels, Bobo-
links, Grasshopper Sparrows, and
Eastern Meadowlarks in the past 30
years. This is a majoravian conserva
tion problem for the Midwest,

Vol. 7, No. 3

We have been conducting breed-
ing scason investigations at the Prai-
ric Ridge State Natural Area in Jas-
per County (formerly the Prairie-
Chicken Sanctuary).

Our work tries to arm grassland
managers and restorationists with re-
liable information for conserving
these resources.  Should grassland
vegetation be short or tall, sparse or
densc? How do prescribed burning,
grazing, and mowing alfect these
birds? Docs grassland size affect the
species present? Do grassland size
and surrounding land uses influence
predation of bird nests? How often
will birds renest each season? How
well do young birds survive after
leaving the nest?  Can populations
stubilize when habitat destruction
stops or new habital is created?

The site has many features,
which make it interesting to study.
Prairic Ridge consists of severalsmall
erasslands surrounded by intensive
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agriculture. These grasslands cover
a wide range of sizes (17 acres to
300 acres) and distances from one
another (up to 5 miles).

Prairie Ridge also contains a
wide variety of habitat types includ-
ing introduced grasses such asbrome,
redtop, and bluegrass; restored na-
tive grasses; and areas that are cither
burned, mowed, grazed, or left un-
disturbed.

Prairie Ridge consists of about
1,600 acres. Although Tand mangers
think asite with atleast 4,000 acres is
required (o sustain viable popula-
tions of rare grassland birds, Prairic
Ridge attracts copious breeding grass-
land birds, some of them rare or en-
dangered. The reserve has hosted
approximately 50 Northern Harrier
and 20 Short-eared Owl nests in the
1990s aswellasdOpairsofHenslow’s
Sparrows, 5 pairs of Upland Sand-
pipers, and hundreds of pairsol Dick-
cissels, Grasshopper Sparrows, East-
ern Meadowlarks, and Field Spar-
rows. Greater Prairie-Chickens have
beenmaintained onthis small amount
ol habitat for 30 years, and alter a
genelic management program to al-
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leviate inbreeding, have recovered (o
a 20-year population high.  Hope-
fully, this success can be duplicated
clsewhere.

We spend much ol our time con-
ducting surveys of singing males as
well as locating and monitoring grass-
land bird nests. We characterize each
nest site by gathering data on nest
concealment and height, vegetation
type, structure, and location relative
o potential predator travel corridors
such as trails, streams, fences, and
field edges. We also record manage-
ment work done at the site.

We trap Eastern Mcadowlarks
and Dickcissels in mist nets, band
them, and radio-tag them to allow us
to track them throughout the breed-
ing season and document their re-
sponse to nest successes or [ailures.
We also radio-tag juvenile Eastern
Meadowlarks to monitor theirmove-
ment and survival after fledging.

Wealsohave crealed small sat-
ellite grasslands nearby, and monitor
nesting within them. As a manage-
ment practice, these satellites would
be periodically destroyed and repro-
ducedelsewhere; perhaps birds colo-
nize these arcas faster than predators,
thereby enjoying higher breeding
success.

Since 1996, we have conducted
thousands of surveys and monitored
about 1,400 nests at Prairie Ridge.
Some portions of our research are
complete: others are still in progress.
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The following are some of our preliminary conclusions:

# Grassland reserves need (o be fairly farge for at least two reasons: First,
to altract “arca-sensitive” species, and second, (o contain a variely ol vegeta-
tion types necessary Lo attract different species. Grasslands ol 160 acres or
larger altract significantly more species, particularly rarer species including
Upland Sandpipers, Henslow’s Sparrows, and Northern Harriers, than smaller
grasslands.

“ Locating scattered grasslands within I km (0.6 mile) olcach other helps
maintain more species.

* Complicating matters, endangered species such as Upland Sandpipers,
Short-cared Owls, Greater Prairie-Chickens, and Northern Harriers appear
restricted to areas farther than 400 m (0.25 mile) from wooded areas, whereas
arassland-dependent species such as Loggerhead Shrikes and Bell’s Vireos
require shrub patches or small trees For nesting. Size permitting, a mosaic of
vegetation types should be provided within grasslands to attract different
species.

* Dickcissels, Northern Harriers, Sedge Wrens, and Henslow’s Sparrows
prefer taller, denser grass.

* Eastern Meadowlarks, Grasshopper Sparrows, Upland Sandpipers, and
Short-cared Owls prefler shorter vegetation. Low-intensity grazing has been
found o be uselul for creating diverse vegelation structure.

* Dickecissels, Field Sparrows, Henslow’s Sparrows, and Eastern Mead-
owlarks were more abundant in grazed prairie grass than all other vegetation
types. Grasshopper Sparrows, the other species surveyed, were somewhat
more common in grazed introduced grasses.

# Nest success is variable among years, but seems to typically be high
enough to maintain or enlarge local populations. Individual birds persistently
renest, sometimes averaging 3 to 4 times per season!

* Nest predation is greater on smaller grasslands, reinforcing the need for
larger areas.

* The satellite grasslands show lower predation rates than older grass-
lands of similar sizes. However, some species needing serious management
attention (e.g., Henslow’s Sparrows) are not attracted to such young vegeta-
tion nor small areas.

Our research has already begun Lo affect specific grassland wildlile
management challenges at Prairie Ridge. As our work concludes over the next
two years, hopefully these results will be helpful tools For conserving grass-
land birds throughout the Midwest.
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BIRD FINDING GUIDE - Pomona/Southern lllinois

Southern Illinois Birding Hotspots
Part 1: Pomona

by Keith A. McMullen

Liiinois has many great birders and no wonder! Our
great state has countess excellent birding locations.
Most llinois birders are familiar with the hotspots around
the larger cities and metropolitan areas of northern and
central Illinois. The likes of Chicago, Champaign, Rock-
ford, Peoria, Springfield, Decatur, Bloomington, and
Charleston are all birded fairly well, and many of you
live in those areas.

However, southern lllinois has numerous exciting
locales that seemingly only a handful of Illinois birders
even know about. This acticle is the first in a series (o
highlight some of southern Tllinois’™ s best known “secret”
birding locations. Many of you 10S members may have
visited one ormore of these spots in 1996 or 1997 during
1OS meetings and field trips. Please read on and enjoy!
Hopefully, you can visualize what I see and feel as T walk
the paths of the excellent birding spots southern Illinois
has to offer,

Let’s begin with my personal favorite! T call it
Pomona. Others call it Cave Crecek.

The reason Trefertoitas Pomonais that yourcach the
location by taking [llinois Route 127 south of Murphysboro
to the Pomona exit. Turn west (right) and drive through
the small town of Pomona. Yes. iteven has a post office
and the general store on the corner has sodas and snacks
for that necessary energy for a full day of birding. Not
everyone tukes grocery sacks full of junk food like I do!

Al the intersection in Pomona, lurn right and you'll
be heading north on a gravel road. Travel approximately
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Southern lllinois birders consider Pomona one of the best
places to see migrating ancl breeding warblers including
Prothonotary, Cerulean, and Yellow Warblers. Denniy
Ochmbke took this photo of a male Yellow Warbler in
central Hllinois on 14 May 1997.

1.5 miles until you see a pine forest on your right and a
dense, deciduous forest to your left. Shortly you’ll see a
bridge. This bridge crosses Cave Creek. You can park
just before the bridge on the right or cross the bridge and
pull over to the side of the road on the right just past a
gravel road heading due east.

I my car is already parked on the right prior to the
bridge (can’t miss my car, license plates read:
WARBLRI), then proceed Lo the latter area for decent
parking. The gravel road that heads eastis the oldrailroad
bedand is greatfor walking. Many turkey hunters use this
road in spring. Likely you’ll already see other birders,
hunters, or nature enthusiasts parked there so restassured
you are in the right spot.

Now the fun begins! My favorite time Lo visit
Pomonais,ofcourse, spring. Inearly spring, neotropical
migrants are returning from their winter escapes. Many
of these will venture farther north but several specics do
breed around Pomona; some are difficult to find breeding
anywhere else in the state outside of southern Illinois.

You've got two choices o fmain trails to investigate.
You can always walk along the road south back toward
Pomona or north, up a hill, and around the curves in the
road. However, similar species and habitats result, there-
fore, I suggest the trail to the east prior to the bridge or the
old railroad bed that also travels east.

Atthe trailhead before the bridge, you’ll notice many
boxelder and other small maples and shrubs that are less
than 25 feet tall. This areasometimes can be flooded with
migrants il conditions are right.  Nashville Warbler,
Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Gray Catbird,
White-eyed Vireo, and many sparrow species feed in
these smaller trees and shrubs.

After crossing a small ditch, to your right, you’ll
notice a hillside dominated by pines. Here is where the
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Broad-winged and Cooper’s Hawks have nested in
recent years. Often they sit quietly and do not flush until
afteryou’ve gonepast theirnest. Il'you’re lucky, youmay
even spot the nest. But please be careful not to disturb
these birds.

The trail meanders through a bottomiand hardwood
forest with the pine hillside to your right. Depending on
what time ol spring you visit, April or May. this arct
should have tremendous numbers of Northern Parula,
Yecllow-throated, Cerulean, Blue-winged, and Pine War-
blers, plus Louisiana Waterthrush and American Red-
start. Red-breasted Nuthatches are also usually flitting in
the pines.

In early spring, this area attracts Hermit Thrushes,
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, and both Golden-crowned
and Ruby-crowned Kinglets. 11 you don’t get a great
view of a Pileated Woodpecker on this trail then I'd have
to believe you were blindfolded! Several pairs of them
breed here andare often too busy to notice you; therefore,
viewing opportunities can be superb.

In spring and summer, you can also often find Red-
eyed, Yellow-throated, and White-eyed Vireos here.

Eventually the trail gets really wet and you’ll con-
sider it time Lo return to your car. Good choice! Moving
larther to the east usually requires knee boots, is tough
walking, and has been known to contain more than one
cottonmouth! Yes, snakes are common at Pomona, but if
you pay attention to where you step, you should be safe.

[ usually retrace my steps back to my car and then
venture cast down the old railroad bed, where in late April
and May, [ typically [ind White-eyed Vireco, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, American Redstart, Northern Parula War-
bler, Yellow-throated Warbler, and Yellow-breasted Chat.
These species breed here, so you’ll likely find them in
June and July, too. Walk about one mile to a forest trail
that is at your right and goes uphill a short distance
and into an area of pines. Take this trail if you want, or
continue heading east down the old railroad bed.

The trail that goes south into the pine forest leads
to a pond. Beware, as the pond is home to many cotton-
mouths. This is where I"ve had my closest calls with the
moccasins. It's good to have your heart beating extra fast
somelimes. Andit’s good when the snake goes the other
way, too.

This pond can be very rewarding for birds. Black
and Turkey Vultures sometimes roost in the trees near
the pond. Red-shouldered Hawks should easily be found,
and likely you have already discovered several before
rcaching the pond. Wood Duck, Blue-winged Teal, and
Mallard can be found along with Great Blue Heron and
Green Heron. Swallows, especially Notrthern Rough-
winged, Purple Martin, and Tree, are commonly seen
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catching insects above the pond’ssurface. Yellow-throated
and Pine Warblers are usually found in the pines along the
way. Stay alert forbreeding Summer and Scarlet Tanager,
100. Often, both species are in the same tree.

One of my Tavorite warbler species is the Prothono-
tary. At Pomona, and especially just southwest of the
pond a few leet, you can usually get an excellent view ol
this golden-headed bird.

Near the pond is where the last Swainson’s Warblers
were detected in the early 1990s. | haven't seen or heard
them at Pomonasince the late 1980s. 1Cs unfortunate, but
habitat destruction, both in the tropical wintering arcas as
well as the breeding grounds in North America, has
significantly depleted this species” numbers.

After enjoying the quiet retreat of the pond area, it"s
likely time to return to your car. By now, you’ve probably
added another 10 species to your day list and that Poptart,
white-powdered donut, or granola mix is sounding really
good! Ormaybe, aclose encounter with a cottonmouth to
o with your 10 species and growling stomach have
suggested it’s time to move on.

You'llfindmanyotherinteresting species al Pomona.
Over the last few years, Mississippi Kites have been
regular, even attempting to nest in recent years.

In spring and summer, Blue Grosbeaks are almost
right oft of Illinois Route 127 as you exit for Pomona.
Usually you will at least hear them. Other specialties
include Kentucky Warbler, Carolina Wren, Fish Crow,
Carolina Chickadee, and Acadian I'lycatcher.

Allin all, Pomona offers lairly casy walking, decent
access, serenity from the urban life, spring wildflowers
galore, and birding that’s hard to beat.

Don’t forget your bug spray. Ticks and mosquitoes
thrive. And yes, the snakes. However, don’t let them
scare you away. Actually, most snakes encountered here
are non-poisonous. Don’t torget the turkey hunters. In
season, they're out there. They have rights, oo, so be
courteous.

If you want more information on Pomona, or south-
ern Illinois birding, in general, please check W. Douglas
Robinson’s book, Southern Illinois Birds published by
Southern linois University Press (1997). 1t includes
detailed migration chronology and historical records for
all species recorded in southern Tllinois. The bonus is
location guide that Doug included, which should be
valuable (o birders for years to come. Tunein to a luture
issuc [or more southern Ilinois birding. Until then, good
birding!

—10S Bouard Member Keith McMullen is a Wildlife
Biologist with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and lives
with his wife, Myra at 1405 DeSoto Drive, O’ Fallon,
Hlinois 62269,
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SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS - Winter Season 1997/98

Breeding Plumage Franklin’s Gull found in January

On 2 January 1998, | went
to Wilmette's Gillson Park with
Josh Engel to look for unusual
aulls. Webroughtplenty ol bread
toattract the birds, and we hoped
for some close views of white-
winged gull species that can be
found here in winter.  The re-
cently completed Christmas Bird
Counts had yielded some unusu-
ally late stragglers in northern
Minois,andthe weatherremained
unscasonably warm.

Soon after arrival, I scanned
the gull flock on the ice mound
on the beach south of the harbor
mouth entrance. A small, dark-
hooded and dark-mantled gull
resting among the Ring-billed
and Herring Gulls startled me. | yelled to Josh that 1 thought
I had a Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla), reasoning that the
other dark-hooded, dark-mantled gull, the Franklin’s, winters
in South America. But the more we looked, the more its
leatures fita Franklin’s Gull (L, pipixcan). Notsatislfied with
the look, we threw bread into the harbor channel. Tmmedi-
ately, the gull flew towards us alfording us views as close as
15 feet away.

The bird had a dark hood; thick, white eye crescents; a
reddish unmarked bill; a dark gray mantle; black legs; and a
small amount of black in the wings separating white tips from
the white crescent-shaped innerprimaries. There was no doubt
about it; we had discovered a Franklin’s Gull in January.

This is the second northern lTinois record for January and

Breeding plumage Franklin's Gull at Wilmette's Gillson
Park, Cook Co. 2 Jan. 1998. This is northern Hlinois’s first
January record for this species. Photo by Eric Walters.

only the fourth in January
for the state. A Franklin’s
Gull was reported in Rock
Island on the Mississippi
River from |'1-12 January
1992 (Banley 1992: 111).
The other two January
records are from central T1-
linois; one adult was Tound
on the Mississippi Riverin
Hamilton 16-17 January
1987 and another adult
stayed as late as 6 January
1976 at Lake Springfield
(Bohlen 1989).

A Franklin’s Gull in
January is rare enough. But
onein breeding plumage is
evenrarer. This species goes
through a complete molt starting sometime between Novem-
berand April on its South American wintering grounds. The
Franklin’s Gull wears the adult summer plumage from Febru-
ary to September (Grant 1986).
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Yellow-breasted Chat Winters in Northern Illinois

On 21 December 1998, Lran into Craig Thayer who was
helping me with the Christmas Bird Count at Little Red
Schoolhouse Nature Center in the Palos arca, Cook County.
He told me of his morning highlight of over a dozen Tufted
Titmice, which we thought was a spectacular number for
northeast Hlinois.  He also mentioned that he met Karen
FHart, who claimed to have seen a Yellow-breasted Chat
(Jeteria virens) at the beehives!

Craig made two lorays after this large warbler but had
no luck. News spread on IBET, the computer E-mail list for
Hlinois birders, that this chat was seen cating dead bees
the nature center. Later in the week, 1 went out to meet Joe
Milosevich who had his camera set to photograph this unusual
winteroccurrence. Joe pointed out the chat, which was lacing
away from me, sitting still in the brambles. No wonder others
had missed this birdin the previous few days. The arca around
the beehives was surrounded by thickets of multiflora rose
and i the bird was not active, it wis unlikely to be seen.
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On 31 December 1998, everything was quite different.
The termperature was warmer, the sun was shining, and bees
were flying. The chat was actively [eeding, mostly on the
many clead bees on the snow, but sometimes as bees exited the
hives. Alone point, the chal landed 25 feel away in com-
pletely unobstructed snow-covered grass. My previous expe-
ricnce has been ones of brief flecting glances, usually through
leaves and bushes. Against the snow, the chat stuck out like
a shining lemon.

Bohlen (1989) mentions three records of wintering chats
in Hlinois, none in the northern part of the state. The chal
stayed through 21 January 1998, and was seen sporadically by
naturalists at the nature center.
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Field
Notes

D.bahans %

Surf Scoter drawing by David Athans.

The 1997/98 Winter Season

By Robert Danley

The 1997/98 winter scason was outstanding lor late-
departing Tall migrants, and included a scattering ol rarities.
Even with the mild winter, typical cold weather species were
present. though not in large numbers.  Because ol this, the
period produced perhaps the widest range of species detected
in [linois Fora winter season. Deserving special mention are
Western Grebe, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Osprey, breeding-plum-
aged Franklin’s Gull, California Gull, inland Black-legged
Kittiiwake, IFurasian Collared-Dove, Sedge Wren, Varied
Thrush. eight species ol warblers. and good concentrations of
winter finches.

Trends for most bird families were mixed. Walerbird
highlights included four species of grebes; late pelicans, cor-
morants, and Greal Egrets: again large spring stagings for
“western” geese; many Canada Geese wintering north ol their
traditional southern Hlinois arcas; and all three scoter species.
Allthe birds of prey were found inaverage and above numbers.
Bald Eagles were found in usual numbers. Northern Harricrs
and Rough-legged Hawks were found in good concentrations
given proper habitat.  Accipiters had o very good season;
observers spotted many near feeders, while a handful of Tucky
observers found Northern Goshawks. Various morphs were
reported for Red-tailed Hawks. Kestrel and gamebird numbers
were low. Observers recorded Il species ol gulls, though
numbers of individuals were fewer than usual. Owls were
unspectacular, except lor the concentration of Short-cared
Owls at Prairie Ridge State Natural Arca. Sapsuckers were
scarce. The Pileated Woodpecker continues to be increasingly
present in the northern half of the state,

Observers also counted excellent numbers of Red-breasted
Nuthatches carly in the scason. Several wrens lingered late
Scatlered warbler rarities colored the state lor several Tucky
birders. Sparrow diversity was excellent. Dark-cyed Juncos,
Lapland Longspurs, and Snow Buntings put in normal appear-
ances even without the usual snow cover. A pood variety of
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winter (inches was seen. though Evening Grosbeak bucked the
trend: this was the second winter in arow with low numbers for
this species.

The weathercould be described with two phrases: EI Nino
and clouds. Fortunately our state escaped the devastating high
winds and rainfall suflered by coastal states. Most of [linois
just suffered from prolonged cloudiness and balmy (empera-
tures.  Meteorologists said the past January (1998) was the
cloudiest in Chicago history.

The last similar strong ElI Nino effect was in 1982/83.
Interestingly, observersrecorded asimilarslate of species then.
closely matching what was found this year. including many late
warblers.

Winter was restricted to a period from 10 to 14 January
1998, bringing the coldest temperatures ol the season: lows ol
0-8 degrees F and highs near 20 degrees F. December linished
4 degrees above normal and received only 75% ol normal
precipitation.  After a mid-January cold snap, temperatuces
rebounded (o 6 or more degrees above normal with below
normal amounts of rainfall.

A special thanks is extended to all contributors to this
report, who are listed here in full and by wnitials following each
observation:  Cindy Alberico, Alan Anderson, Rence Baade
(RBa), Margarct Baker (MBa), Steve Bailey, Mark Bennell
(MB31), Dale Birkenholz (DB1), Richard Biss, Richard Bjorklund
(RBj),David Bohlen, Aaron Boone (ABo), Ron Bradley (RBr),
Todd Bugg (TBu), Scott L. Carpenter, Karin Cassel, Robert
Chapel, Paul Clyne, Scott Cohrs, Will Corning, Robert Danley,
Glyn Dawson. Myrna Deaton, Judy De Neal, Tim Dever,
Tammy Devine (TDe), Josh Engel, Carolyn Fields (CIs),
Karen Fisher (K1), Robert Fisher (RFi1), Darlene Fiske, Matt
Fraker (MFr), Urs Getser, Michelle Georgt (M Ge), Brad Grover.
Jim Hampson, Marianne Hahn (MHa), Scott Flickman, Cary
[illegonds (CHi), Frank Holmes, Larry Hood, Robert Hughes.
Jim Flullihan (JHn), Barrie Hunt, David Johnson, Dan
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[Kassehaum, Eric Kershner, Vernon Kleen, John Koch, Randy
Korotev (RKo), James Landing, Vicki Lang, Kent Lannert
(KLt), Wade Louis, Mike Madsen, Walter Marcisz, Ray
Marshalla (RMa), John McDaniel (JMd), Cynthia McKee
(CMc), John McKee (IMc), Keith McMullen, Margo Merrick,
Richard Messenger (RMr), Joe Milosevich, Rhonda Monroe
(RMo), RobertMontgomery, Roy Morris (RMs), Beryl Nelson,
Dan Olson (DOn), Judy Pollock (JPo), John Purcell (JPu), Bill
Reickert (BRU), Michael Retter, Adam Reyburn, Phil Reyburn,
Doug Robinson, Tara Robinson, Wes Seralin, Darrell
Shambaugh, Jonathon Sims (IS1), James O. Smith, Leonard
Stanley (LSU), Alan Stokie, Douglas IY, Stotz, Scott Sudkamp
(SSp), lanice Sweet (JSw), Craig Thayer, Jelf Walk, Lric
Walters, Allen Welby, Richard Whitton (RWh), Dan Williams,
Geoll Williamson, Bernie Wiltshire, Rick Wright,

WINTER 97/98 FIELD NOTES

Red-throated Loon
LD: 7 Dec, Saganashkee Slough (Cook Co) (WS, RFi, KFi).

Common Loon
Wintered, CONWR (RD). LD: 14 Dec, Decatur (Macon Co)(MD);
6 Dee, Splild (DB). EA: 13 Feb, Woll L (Cook Co)(DFS).

Picd-billed Grebe

MC: 86, Newton L (Jasper Co), 23 Dece (TW); 55, Spfid, 27 Tan
(DB); 40, CONWR, 2 Feb (KM); 23, Will & Grundy Cos, 27 Dec
(JM); 22, HL, 2 Dec (KM), LD: 15 Jan (2), Woll' L (Cook
Co)(DFS); 27 Dec, Wauk (SH); 27 Dec, 1.Cal (MBa).

Horned Grebe

MC: 17, Splid, 2 Dec (I wintered—DB); 12, CONWR, 23 Jan
(RD): 4, Bloomington (McLean Co), 27 Dec (MFr); 3, L, 2 Dec
(KM); 2, Decatur (Macon Co), 20 Dec (MD).

Earcd Grebe

MC: 2, Spfld, 16 Dece (1 wintered—DDB).

Western Grebe

9 Jan, JIP (SLC, *PC)—sccond latest departure for 1L,
American White Pelican

MC: 55, LChau, 5 Dec (RBj)); 2, Henderson Co, 26 Dec (AR). EA:
26 TFeb, Madison Co (FH).

Pied-billed Grebes. Braidwood, Will Co. 27 Dec. 1997.
Sixteen Pied-billed Grebes were tallied at the Morris-
Wilmington Christmas Bird Count. Photo by Joe B.
Milosevich.

As a printing aid, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report:

CBC = Christmas Bird Count m.ob. = many observers CA = Conservation Area

EA = Earliest Arrival(s) ad. = adult P = Forest Preserve

MC = Maximum Count(s) subad. = subadult = = Lake

1D = Lalest Departure(s) . = immature L&D = Lock & Dam

2 = documented record winl, = winter (plumage) R = River

ph. = photographed Co(s) = County (Counties) sP State Park

Carl.L = Curlyle Lake (Clinton, Fayette & Bond Cos) LCNP = La Salle County Nuclear Plant (La Salle Co)

CBG = Chicago Botanic Garden (Glencoe, Cook Co) M.Arb = Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co)

CypCrk = Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge (Pulaski Co) MEFFWA = Middle Fork Fish & Wildlife Area

Chi = Chicago’s Lakefront Parks, excluding JP (Cook Co) (Vermilion Co)

Clin.L = Clinton Lake (DeWitt Co) MidewinPr = Midewin Tallgrass Prairie (Will Co)

CNC = Crubtree Nature Center, Barrington (Cook Co) MM = McKee Marsh (Du Page Co)

CONWR = Crab @rchard National Wildlife Refuge Montrose = Chicago’s Montrose Harbor area (Cook Co)
(Williamson Co) Miss. R = Mississippi River (various counties)

DeerG = Deer Grove P (Cook Co) MsPal = Mississippi Palisades SP (Cacroll Co)

LEvanston = Evanston (Cook Co) MVSP = Moraine View SP (McLean Co)

Fermi = Termilab at Batavia (Du Page Co) Palos = Pulos area forest preserves (Cook Co)

GLPSP = Goose Luke Prairic SP & Heidecke L. (Grundy Co) PRSNA = Prairic Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co)

GrantP = Chicago’s Grant Park (Cook Co) Rend L = Rend Luke (Franklin & Jefferson Cos)

L = Horseshoe Lake (Madison Co) Rockford = Rockford (Winnebago Co)

HIL.CA = Horseshoe Lake CA (Alexander Co) SRSF = Sund Ridge State Forest (Mason Co)

IBSP = Tllinois Beach SP (Luke Co) Spild = Springlicld (Sungamon Co)

1) = Chicago’s Jackson Park (Cook Co) UCCA = Union County CA (Union Co)

Joliet = Joliet (Will Co) Urbana = Urbana (Champaign Co)

LCal = Luake Calumel & vicinity (Cook Co) Wauk = Waukegan (Lake Co)

LChau = Lake Chatauqua National Wildlife Refuge (Mason Co) Wilmelle = Wilmette (Cook Co)

Transparent directionals such as ea. = cast(ern), ne. = northeast(ern), so. = south(em ), elc.. are used where relevant. When inFormation on

counts greater than one, on sexes, and/or on ages ol birds observed is available, 1t is venerally included in parentheses after the date of the

record. Headings for species requiring review by the Tllinois Ormithological Records Committee (IORC), and specices of extremely unusal

occurrence in Hlinois inwinter, appear in CAPITALIZED, UNDERLINED, AND BOLDFACED lonts. Noteworthy dales of occurrence

and remarkably high counts for (he state as a whole or for particular regions of” the state are underlined and boldfaced, and some further

editorial remarks are boldlaced. Publication ol some documented records has been withheld, pending IORC review. Waterlowl survey

reports from Michelle Georgi (MGe) of the Hlinois Natural Fistory Survey are aerial estimates.
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Double-crested Cormorant

MC: 200, Rend L. 8 Dec (KM), Others: 6 Dec, Wauk (JMd); 18
Dee, 1P (PC): 27 Dec. Brardwood (Wl TCo)CA): 3 Jan (2), LCNP
(C&IMe): 5 Jan, Woll L (Cook Co)(DES): 7-19 Jan, Carl. L (KM):
O & 10 Jan, Splid (DB).

Great Blue Heron

MC: 100, Carl.L. 22 Dece (KM): 14 Will & Grundy Cos. 27 Dec
(M) TSI 13 Dee (DB). Lingered atseveral sites even in no.
countics well into Jan; wintered at Riverwoods (Lake Co)(EW).
Great Egrel

L1D>: 28 Dece. Mel Price L&D (Madison Co)(lFHD: 12 Dec. Splid
(DB): 11 Dece, Decatur (Macon Co)(MD).

Black-crowned Night-Heron

MC: 35, Hi.. 19 Jan (wintered—KM). Other: 21 Feb (locally
wintering?). Champaign Co (JW. WL.),

Black Vulture

0. Jackson Co CBC. 22 Dec (RMo),

Mute Swan

MC: 119, Woll'L (Cook C0), 27 Jan (DFS); 47, Long Grove (1Lake
Co),23 Jan (CFs): 5. Heyworth (McLean Co), 31 Dec-period (1 Bu.
MIr): S, Grayslake (McHenry Co), 16 Jan (DW): 4 wintered,
Riverwoods (Lake Co)(EW): 2 wintered. near MM (EW): 2, Gages
L. (Lake Co). 24 Feb (SH).

Tundra Swan

MC: 180+, Wauk, 31 Dec (RB. EW): 40 (33 ad.. 7 imm.). L Chau
(R1B); 125 imm), Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co), 17 Jan (with 8 still
present on 18 Janm)(EW, m.ob.): T (6 imm., S ad.), Splld. date?
(DB): S LCal HHJan (L) 4 LCNP, 121 Dec(C&IMe): 3, Hlinots
R (La Salle Co). 31 Jan-13 Feb (C&IMe): 2 imm.. Rocklord, T4-
26 Dec (DW) 12 Feb, Carl. L (DK). A late migratory movement.
Wood Duck

T-14 Dec. McLean Co (FBu): 20 Dec(3), Joliet (JM): 21 Dec (3).
Spld(DB); 1 lan (5). Du Page Co (REFG, KED: T dan (2), Hinois R
(LaSalle Co)C&IMe): T lan (2) 1 SP (La Salle Co)(1DS): 2 Jan
(3), GLPSP (DIFS).

Gadwall

Snow Geese. Lake Sangchris, Sangamon Co. 22 Feb. 1998, Photo by
Dennis Ochmke.

Turkey Vulture
LD: 13 Dec, Rend L (LSY).

Greater White-tronted Goose

MC: 635, Carl.L (Clinton Co), 22 Dec (KM): 600, Splid, 5 Feb
(DB) 194, Clin.L, 19 Dec (RC): 127, LCNP, 14 Feb (C&IMe).
Others: 41, Winnebago Co. IS Feb (BG): 35, Newton L (Jasper
Co), 2 Jan UW . DO, SSp); 7, Glacial Park (McHenry Co). 24 FFeb
(RBa): 24 Nov-2 Jan, Wilmette/Evanston (JK. *MELa, EW ct al.).

Snow Goose

MC: 120,500, so. Hlinois conservation areas, 27 Jan (RMa):
10,000, Spitd. 4 Feb (DB); 525, Carl.L, 21 Tieb (KM ); 510, LChau,
12 Feb (R1B)). 1.13: 20 Dec (2), Pecatonica (Winnebago Co)(DW),

Ross’s Goose

Probable bluc morph, Spltd, 26 Jan (DB). MC: 9, Splld. 20 T'eb
(DB—-could have found many more); 74+, UCCA. mid Jan (RD): 3,
Carl.L.. 31 Jan (MD). Many intermediate birds (hybrids) are being
seen. Blue morph hybrid, Winnebago Co. 13-20 Dee (“BG).

Canada Goosc

L.ow numbers for so. arcas, MC: 23.5,000, so. [llinois conservition
areas, 28 Jan (RMa): 8,000, Spfld. 21 Jan (D13): 6,000, Mahomet
(Champaign Co), 18 dan (RC); 4,000, LOCNP, 14 Feb (C&IMc).
4228, LChau, 18 Dec (RB)): 1,010, Wauk. 13 Jan (EW); 900, 11°,
I Jan (PC). Small race: 8, 1P, 14 Dec (PC).
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MC: 230, Braidwood (Will Co) & GLPSP, 27 Dec
IV 210, Spitd, 28 Dec (DB): 122, FL. 19 Jan
(KM): S8, Wilmington (WillC0).27Dec(CA): 31,
LCal. 15 Jan (DRS), Counts of 1-9 birds from
virious no., sites through 2 Jan.

American Wigeon

MC: 170, Splld. 13 Feb (DB 80, Carll.. 22 Dec
(KM): 22 Witmington (Will Co). 27 Dec (CA): S,
Joliet, 20 Dec (IM): 7. Zion (Lake Co). 31 Dec (4
wintered—FEW); T-d.MVSP, 1 Tan-1 Feb (MR): 2,
Winnebago Co. 15 Feb (BG).

American Black Duck

MC: 400. Newton L (Jasper Co), 2 Jan (JW)2 125,
Braidwood (Will Co) & GLPSP, 27 Dec (JM): 30.
LCNP. | Jan (C&IMce): 20, Splld, 28 Dee (DB-—
wintered also): 18, MidewinPr. 29 Jan (DIFS).

Mallard

MC:66.500, LChau, 18 Dec (RB)): 30,000, LCNP.
14 Dec (C&IMe): 5400, Newton L (Jasper Co). 2
Jan (JW): 2,000, Spild, 16 Jan (DB): S00-700.
Shabbona L SP (DeKalb Co). 1-24 Dec (DS),

Bluce-winged Teal
19-20 Dec. Joliet (*JMy; 20 Dec & 12 Feb (pair). LChau, (RBj—
probably overwintercd nearby).

Northern Shoveler

MC: 352, HL, 25 Jan (KM): 155, HLCA, 3 Jan (lide VK-—record
high for CBC): 87, LChau, 12 Dec (RBj); 20, CBG, 3 Jan (JMd):
10, Lake Co, 23 Fan (CFs); 16, LCal, 9 Jan (DES): 14, Spild. 19 Jan
(DB). Others: 7 Dec (5), Mcl.ean Co (TBu, MEFr); 14 Dec (2).
LOCNP (C&IMce); 20 Dec, 1. Renwick (Will Co); 13 Jan, Evanston
(EW).

Northern Pintail

MC: 15400, Miss. R valley (statewide), 16 Dec (MGe); 217,
Carl.L. 22 Dec (KM); 60, Spild, 5 Tan (DB); 40, CONWR, 10 Jan
(RID); 7, LCNP, 14 Dec (C&IMe),

Green-winged Teal

MC: 98, Newton L (JasperCo), 2 Jan (JW): 13, Splld. 18 Dee (DB):
1O, Flidden LEP (Du Page Co), 2Jan(EW); 7, Joliel, 20 Dec (IM).
LD 14 Dec, JP (PC, SL.C).

Canvasback

MC: 26,900, upper Miss., R valley, T Dec (MGe): 140, UCCA, 4
Jan (Nde VK—CBC record high); 75, Spiid. 29 Jan (DB): 65, H..
19 Jan (IKM): 13, Braidwood (Will Co), 27 Dece (JM). Others: Jan-

Meadowlark




7 Feb (2), MVSP (MR, TBu); |3 Dec (female), Rockford, (BG); |
Jan (male), Hlinois R (La Salle Co)(C&JIMc); 13-31 Jan (male),
Wauk (EW, IMd).

Redhead

Found in usual low numbers. MC: 1,500, upper Miss. R valley, |1
Dec(MGe). Others: 15Dec (10), Spfld(DB); 25 Jan (3), HL.(KM);
13 Jan (2), Wauk (EW); 2 Jan & 20 Jan (2), Woll L. (Cook
Co)DES); Dec-10 Jan, GrantP (DFS, IL, JMd); | Jan (male).
Ilinois R (La Salle Co)(C&IMc); 27 Dec, GLPSP (IM).

Ring-necked Duck

MC: 2,050, lower Ilinois R valley, 11 Dec (MGe); 375, HL, 25 Jan
(KM); 128, L Renwick (Will Co), 20 Dee (JM); 13, Tllinois R
(Grundy Co), 31 Jan (DIFS). Others: 6-7 Dec, MVSP (MR); 15 Dec
(5), Spfld (DB); 31 Dece-1 Jan (male), Wauk (EW, RB); | Jan (2
females), Mlinois R (La Salle Co)(C&IMc¢); 18 Jan (3), 1.Cal
(WM); lemale wintered, Evanston (EW, m.obh.).

Greater Scaup

MC: 740, Evanston, 27 Dec(EW); 480, JP, wintercd (KC). Others:
22 Feb (10), Splld (DB); 3 I'eb (3), MVSP (MR); Il Jan, lllinots
R (LaSalle Co)(C&IMec).

Lesser Scaup

MC: 800, Rend 1., 7 Feb (LLSt); 300, Spfld, 30 Jan (DB); 15,
Carl.LL, 19 Jan (KM); 78, LCal, 27 Dec (WM, CHi). Others: 10-28
wintered, MVSP (MR); 27 Dec (I1). Braidwood (Will Co) &
GLPSP (JM); | Jan (6), Hlinois R (La Salle Co)(C&JMe); |3 Jan,
Wauk (EW); 29-31 Jan, Rock Cut SP (Winnebago Co)(DW).

Harlequin Duck
| Dec (male), Montrose (RH); 14 Dee (male), JP (GD); 31 Dec-20)
Jan (female), Wauk (EW, SH, m.ob.).

Hooded Merganser

MC: 120, Newton L (Jasper Co), 2 Jan (JW); 90, Splld, | Dec (DB);
89, Will & Grundy Cos, 27 Dec (JM); 32, LChau, 29 Jan (RBj); 20,
Wauk, 20 lan (SH); 14, Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM); 5, THinois R (La Salle
Co), | Jan (C&IMc); 3, Rockford, 3 Jan (DW); 2, LCal, 27 Dcc
(WM),

Common Merganser

MC: 2,000, GLPSP, 27 Dec (JM); 2,000, LCNP, || Jan (C&IMc);
600), Clear L (Mason Co), 12 Feb (RBj); S10, Palos, 15 Feb (CT);
456, ML, 25 Tan (KM); 435, Hlinois R in Will & Grundy Cos (Jolict
to Morris), 31 Jan (DIS): 300, Spfld, Jan (DB).

Red-breasted Merganser

MC: 200+, T.Cal, 10 Jan (WM); 70, 1P, 25 Dec (PC):; 50, Montrosc.
28 Dec (KM); 28, Splld, I Dec (DB); 13, Wilmette, 27 Dec (EW,
IK); 8, GLPSP, 27 Dec (JM): 7, HL., i 7 Jan (KM).

Ruddy Duck

MC: 238, LChau, 26 Feb (RBj); 215, Newton L (Jasper Co), 2 Jun
(JW); 215, Madison Co, 20Dec (FH): 62, GLPSP,27 Dec(IM): 53,
CONWR, 7 Jan (RD); 35, Spfld, 18 Dec (DB). Others: 13Dec(2),
Rockford (BG); 1 Jan (pair), IP (female overwintered—~PC); | Jan,
LCNP (C&JMc); 12 Jan (female), Wilmette (EW): 31 Jan, Wauk
(JMd).

Osprey

EA: 23 Feb, Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co)(JH).

Bald Eagle

MC: 380 (2 outol 3wercadults), Savanna Army Depot (Jo Daviess

Co),21 Feb(AAetal); 63,(36ad,,27imm.), UCCA & HI. & Miss.
R levee, 10 Jan (RMo et al); 52 (28 ad, 24 imm.), LChau, 5 Feb

Surf Scoter

MC: 8, Montrose, 15 Feb (RF); 4, Carl,LL, 19 lan (KM);
3, Montrose, 12 Dec (RH). Others: 6-7 Dec,MVSP (MR
ctal); 20 Dec, Decatur (Macon Co)(MD); 31 Dec, Wauk
(RB).

White-winged Scoter

4Dec, Splld(DB); 1-14 Dec (imm. ). LCNP (C&IMc); 27
Dec (2), Evanston (EW): 28 Dec (2), Montrose (RH,
KM)—same as Evanston birds: 31 Dec, Win-throp Har-
bor (Lake Co)(EW).

Black Scoter
26 Dec (2), Montrose (RH); 31 Dec, Wauk (RB).

Oldsquaw
MC: 40, Evanston, 27 Dec (EW, JE). Others: 6 Dec

|

(male). Wauk (AS. IMd); 6 Dee (lfemale), TBSP (AS,
IMd); 6-14 Dec, Decatur (Macon Co)(MD): 21-27 Dec,
Bloomington (McLean Co)(DBi, m.ob.); I Jan, Danville
(Vermilion Co)(RC); 22 Dece & 19 Jan, Carl.l, (KM,
DK); 22 [Feb, Rend L (LS

Bufflehead

MC: 3,400, upper Miss, R valtley. 16 Dec (MGe); 108, Newton L.
(Jasper Co), 2 Jan (JW, SSp, DOn); 50, Wauk, |7 Jan (DFES); 45,
CONWR, 23 Jan (RD); 30, Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co), 27 Dec
(KM); 19, Spfld. 18 Dec (DB-—10 (o 12 wintered); 17, IP. 25 Dec
(PC): 13, GLPSP, 27 Dec (IM); 7, 1.Cal. 27 Dec (WM); 2 [emales,
Rocklord, 13 Dec (BG)

Common Goldencye

MC: 5,400, Nauvoo (Hancock Co), | Dec (MGe); 600, Splld, 21
Jan (DB): 377, Rend L, 10 Jan (LSO); 370, Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM);
250, GLPSP, 27 Dece (IM): 250, L.Cal, 18 Jan (WM); 183, 1P, 21
Fieb (PC); 125, Evanston, T4 Dee (EW); 49, LChau, 29 Jan (RB)).

BARROW’S GOLDIENICY K
21 Feb (ad. male). CBG (%BRU).
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Male Oldsquaw. Wilmette's Gillson Park, Cook Co. 26 Dec. 1997.
Photo by Eric Waliers.

(RBj); 14, (P ad. 3 imny), Hinois R (Schuyler & Fulton Cos), |5
Feb (LH); 9,1 & M Canal (La Salle Co), 28 Dec (DS); 5, Madison
Co, SFeb (KM). Others: 3 Jan, Palos (CA); 9 Jan, Clin.L (MD);
10 Jan, LCal (UG); 1l Jan, McLean Co (MR); 8 & 26 Jan (3 ), Spfld
(DB); 31 Jan, GLPSP (AS); 3 & 28 Feb (2), Starved Rock SP
(C&IMc).

Northern Harrier

MC: 37, PRSNA. 22 Feb (IW); 26, sw. Franklin Co, 20 Dec (1.St);
0,Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM); 5, Ransom (LaSalle Co), 15 Feb (DS); 3,
La Salle Co, | Jan (DB); 3, Cook Co, 3 Jan (CA); 2, L.Cal, 5 Dec
(IL); 2, Grundy Co, 27 Dec (JM); pair, 10 Jan, Spild (DB); 2,
[.Chau, 29 Jan (RB)); 2, Mlinois R (Will Co), 31 Jan (DES); 2,
wintered, Mclean Co (TBu, MFEFr).  Others: |1 Dec (male),
McDonough Co (LIF); 20 Dee, Madison Co (IFH); 26 Dec (imale),
Fulton Co (LIF: 13 Jan (male). Winthrop Hacbor (Lake Co)(EW),

.2
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Sharp-shinned Hawk

Five sightings in Jan, Splld (DB); 3 sightings in period, Vermilion
Co (JOS). Others: 7 Dec, McHenry Co (RBa); 9 Dee & 24 Jun,
Palatine (Cook Co)(CFEs): 18 Dec, DeerG (CFs); 20 Dece, Will Co
(JM): 20 Dec (2), Rend L. (KM); 25 Dcce (imn), Jolict (CA); 31
Dec, Heyworth (MclLean Co)(TBu); I Jun, Du Page Co (RFi, KIi);
[ Jan, Jolict (CA); 9 Jan, Eggers Woods (Cook Co)(DFS); 19 dan,
Carl.L (KM); 21 Feb, I.Chau (RBj); 21 Feb, Jo Daviess Co (DES).

Cooper’s Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk
MC: 3 light morph, Sangamon Co, [0 Jan (DB): 3, New Philadel-
phia (Pike Co). 26 Dec (LE): 3. Vermilion Co, | Dec (JOS); 2.
Joslin (Henry Co), 26 Dece (LH); 2, IBSP, 13 Jan (EW); 2, Clin.L.,
17 Jan (RC); 2 light morph. LCNP, 22 Feb (C&JMc). Others:
wintered, PRSNA (JW, m.ob.); | Dec (dark maorph), M.Arb (DES):
7Dcec(dark morph), Coles Co (JW): |1 Bee, Winnebago Co (DW);
13 Jan (dark morph), MidewinPr (DES); 15-31 Jan, 1.Cal (JL); 17
& 20 Jan (dark morph). [BSP(AS): 24 lan (fight morph), Logan Co
(MR); 24 Jan, Putnam Co (IDS); 29 Jan

Seven sightings in period, so. Cook Co
backyard (CT); 6 sightings, Du Page Co
(RFi, KTFi); 4 sightings, Vermilion Co
Farm (JOS). MC: 3, Sptld, 17 Jan (DB).
Others: 4 Dec-27 Feb, (imm.), Palatine
(Cook Co)(CFs); 20 Dec, RendL (KM);
2| Bee, Greene Valley FP (BDu Page
Co)(AW); 27 Dec, Braidwood (Will
Co)(IM); I Jan, Sand Ridge Nature Cen-
ter (Cook Co)(WM); S Tan, St Clair Co
(KM); 13 Jan & 16 Teb, MidewinPr
(DFS); 24 Jan, Clgin (Kane Co)(IMd);
20 & 23 Feb,LCal arca (DFS); 21 TFeb.
Ryerson CA (Lake Co)(EW); pair win-
tered, M,Arb (EW); 2 (ad., imm.) win-
tered, IP (PC),

/‘

/

Northern Goshawk

(light morph), Midewinlr (DFS); S
Feb, LChau (RBj); 14 Feb, Mclean
Co (MR).

Golden Eagle
MC: 3, UCCA, | & 27 Jan (RD). Oth-
ers: 28 Feb (ad.), Splld (DB).

American Kestrel

MC: 17, Sangamon Co, 7 Dec (BB);
13, Madison Co, 20 Dec (FH); 12,
Rend L, 20 Dec (KM): I'l, Palos, |7
Dec (WS); 11, Will & Grundy Cos, 2
Jan (BTS); 7. Homer (Vermilion Co),
| Dec (JOS).

Merlin

A Il Dec, Bloomington (McLean

13 Dec & 19 Bee (ad.), Clin.L (MD,
RC);28Jan-14 Feb (imm.), MVSP (MR ):
22 Feb (ad,), Homer L (Champaign
Co)(RC).

Red-shouldered Hawk

MC: 5, Jackson Co, 2 TFeb (KM), Others:
12 Dec (ad.), Cook Co (CFs); 27 Dec, La Salle Co (C&IMc); 3 Jan
(ad), Allerton Park (Piatt Co)(MD); 22 &26 Jan (imm.), Splid
(DB); 25 Jan (ad.), CNC (AS); 21 TFeb (ad.), IBSP (AS); 22 Feb,
Urbana (RC): wintered, Northbrook (Cook Co)(MMr).

Red-tailed Hawk

MC: 34, Sangamon Co, 31 Jan (BB): 28, LCal, 31 Jan (JI.); 27 (18
at MidewinPr), we. Will Co, 16 Feb (DES); 21, Rend L., 20 Bec
(KM); 15, LaSalle Co, 21 Dec (DS): 12.Madison Co, 20 Dec (FH):
7,LCNP, 22 Feb (C&JIMc). Krider’s: 4 sightings, S Dec-2 | Feb,
Sangamon Co (DB). Rufous morph: 21 Dec, Bolingbrook (Will
Co)(AW); 2l Teb, LCal (JL), Harlan’s: 15 Dec. Vermilion Co
(JOS); Jan, Ogle Co (DW): 28 Feb, Pulaski Co (KM); 20 Jan & 21
Feb, Splld (DB); wintered, UCCA (RD).

Eric Walters.

Percgrine Falcon. First time record for the
Evanston North-Shore CBC. 27 December
1997. Northwestern University.

Co)(MFEr); | Jun, M.Arb (RTi, KTFi):
10 Jan, Humboldt (Coles Co)(JW); 22
[Feb, LCal (J1.).

Photo by Peregrine Falcon

6 Dec, Wauk (JMd): 23 Dec. Splld

(BW): 27 Dec, Evanston (IE, EW—

Ist Tor the CBC); 20-31 Jan (2).
Montrose (m.ob.); 31 Jan & 27 Teb (2), LCal (JL.); pair, P,
wintered (PC): pair, Grantl, wintered (DTS).

PRAIRIE FALCON

One individual: 19 Bece, Clin.L (GL. *RC); 17 Jan, DeLand
MeWitt Co)(*RC).

Gray Partridge

5. La Salle Co. 27 Jan (JH).

Ring-necked Pheasant

MC: 10, Splld. 17 Iieb (DB): numbers way down at McLean Co
(MR); doing well at LCal (J1.).

Greater Prairic-Chicken

120+ wintered, PRSNA (JW).

Wild Turkey

MC: 82, Seneca (La Salle Co), | Jun (C&IMc):;
26, MsPal. 15 Jan (EW, ph.): 16, Splld. 10 Jan
(DB).

Northern Bobwhite

MC: 29, Splld. 3 1Jan (DB); 17, Trilla (Coles Co).
14 Dec (JW): 15, Macomb (McDonough Co), 12
Dec (LHY: 10, HL, 17 Jan (KM).

American Coot

MC: 400, HL, 17 Jan (KM); 360, Woll' I. (Cook
Co), 9.Jan (DFFS); 172, L.Chau. S Dec (RBj); 4,
JP T Jan (PC): 27, Splld, 16 Jan (DB): 18, 1.CNP,
1 7Bcc (C&IMce); 14, Heyworth(Mclean Co), |18
Jan (MR).  Others: 24 Jan (2), Powerton L.
(Tazewell Co)(MR); 18 Jan (2). LCal (WM): |3
Jan (2), Evanston (KEW): 17 Jan. Rocklord (BG).

Killdeer. Lake Sangchris, Sangamon Co. 22 I'eb. 1998. Photo by Dennis
Octinke.
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Saandhill Cranc
1.1D: 31 Dee, southbound at Wauk & TP (RB.UG):
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20 Bec (5), Palos (WS): 18 Bec (7), Woodstock (McHenry
Co)(DF). EA: |7 Feb (30), Kankakee Co (IBu); 19 Feb (7),
Rockton (Winnebago Co)(DW); 22 Feb (75), CNC (JMd); 24 Feb
(4), Du Page Co (RTFi, KIFi); 25 Feb, Lake Co (JSw); 25 Feb (15),
McHenry Co(BG); 27T eb(16), Hyde Park, Chi (WC); 28 1eb (2),
IBSP (AS).

Killdeer

MC: 54, HIL.CA, 3 Jan (fide VK—-record high for this CBC); 37,
Carl,.L, 22 Dec (KM); 27, LChau, 27 Bec (RBj); 14, Spflld, 4 Bee
(PB); 4, 1 & M Canal (I.a Salle Co), 28 Dec (DS). LD: 17 Jan,
Clin.L (MR); I5Jan, L&D #13 (Whiteside Co)(EW); 2 Jan, M. Arh
(EW,IE). EA: 29 Jan, Sangamon Co (DB); 2 Feb (8), St. Clair Co
(KM); 15 Feb at 3 no. sites—Winnebago Co (BG), Bulfalo Grove
(Lake Co)(D) &P (PC), Local record carly arrivals from several
stes.

1998. Photo by Dennis Ochmke.

LESSER YELLOWLEGS
14-21 Feb, Carl.L. (BJo, KM).

SPOTTED SANDPIPER
27 Dee-31 Jan, Randolph Co (¥1'D).

LEAST SANDPIPER
2 Jan, Hidden L TP (Du Page Co)(UG,*"MM).

Common Snipe

MC: 13, Carl.L, 22 Bec (KM). L1D: 24 Jan, Lockport Prairic (Will
Co)(MM, IMd); 8 Jan (3), LChau (RBj); 3 Jan (2), L BcPuc
(Burcau Co)(DS, C&IMc),

American Woodcock

EA: 10 Feb, Spfld (DB); 18 Feb, Charleston (Coles Co)(JW); 28
Feb (8), Orland Park (Cook Co)(WS).

FRANKILIN’S GULL

2 Jan (ad. in breeding plumage), Wilmette (*EW,IE, in.0b., ph.).
See scasonal highlights in thisissue Tor details.

Bonaparte’s Gull
MC: 2504, CONWR, [7 Jan (RD—wintered); 200, Spild, 21 Dec
(DB); 31, Evanston, 10 Dec (EW): 13, Wilmelte, 10 Jan (JE).

Ring-billed Gull

MC: 6,000, Splld, 24 Tieb (DB); 5,500, HIL, 17 Jan (KM): 600+,
Wilmeltte (EW); 400, 0P, 24 Feb (PC): Lo, Astoria (Fulton Co), 15
Feb (1LH).
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FEurasian Collared Doves. Second State Record. Carlyle Lake. 12 Feb,

CALIFORNIA GULL
8 IFeb (ad.), Montrose (*GW, BH). A report I'rom 18-19 Jan was
undocumented,

Herring Gull

MC: 4,425, LCal, 23 Fieb (BFS); 2,500, LL.Cal, 27 Dec (WM); 820,
Wauk, 13 Jan (EW); 325, L, 19 Jan (KM); 100, Spfld, t8 Jan
(DB).

Thayer’s Gull

MC: 6, LCal, 19 Tan (JL): 4 (ad.), L.Cal, 10 Jan (GW); 2 (st & 2nd
wint.), HL, 18 Jan (DK, MB); 2 (Ist winl.), Madison Co, I8 Jan
(FH). Others: 1l Bec(ad.), Evanston (EW); 27 Dec (ad.). Wilmelle
(EW,E); 10 Jan, Lake Co (SH); 13 Jan (ad.), Winthrop Harbor
(Lake CO)(EW); 16 Jan (ad.), Wauk (DW): 17 Jan & | IFeh, Clin.L.
(RC): 2 & 27 Teb (Ist wint.), GrantP (DES): 21 [Feb (2). Mallard L
P (Du Page Co)(RFi. KFi); 28 Feb (ad.).
IBSP (JMd).

Iceland Gull

MC: 2 ad., LCal, 10 Jan (GW): 2 (ad.
Kumlien’s), LCal, 10 Jan (WM, JSi); 2 (Ist
wint.), LCal, 23 Jan (BES). Others: 2 Jan (ad.
Kumlien’s), Wilmette (EW); 17 Jun (st wint.).
Wauk (DFS); 18 Jan (Ist wint.), HL (DK,
MD); I8 Jan (ad.). Starved Rock L&D (La
Salle Co)(C&IMce): 19 Jan (Ist wint
Kumlien's), Tazewell Co (RC); 20 Jan (ad.),
Madison Co (IFH); 6 IFeb (Ist wint.), Montrose
(CFs).

Lesser Black-backed Gull

MC: 2 (ad. & 3rd winl.). Montrose—wintered
marca (AS ctal): 2, HL. I7 Jan (KM), Others:
27 Dec (ad.), L.Cal (WM): 4 Jan (ad.), Decatur
(Macon Co)(MD); 11 Jan (ad,), Carl.L (PK);
19 Jan (acl. or 3rd wint.), Peoria (RC); 20 Jan
(Ist wint.), Woll L (Cook Co)(DES); 12 Feb
(3rd wint.), GrantP (DFS): 18 Feb (ad.), Splld
(DB).

Glaucous Gull

MC: 3 (acl, 3rd & 2nd wint.). LCal. 23 Jan

(DFES): 2 (Istwint), HLL, 17 Jan (KM); 2 (ad.,
Ist wint.), HL, I8 Jan (BK, MBD). Others: || Bee (st wint.),
Evanston (EW); 13 Bec-period, Mallard L TP (Bu Page Co)(RFi,
KFi); 27 Dec, GLPSP (JM); 13 Jan (ad.), Winthrop Flarbor (Lake
Co)EW); 16 Jan (ad), Wauk (DW); 17 Jan (st wint.), Wauk
(PIES); 17-18 Jan (2nd wint.), Starved Rock L&D (La Salle
Co)(C&IMc): 25 Jan (2nd wint.), Becatur (Macon Co)(MD); |
Feb, Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co)(SH., AS); 7 Feb (2nd wint.),
Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co)(IMd); 8-28 Feb (Ist wint.), Carl.L
(DK, RKo),

Great Black-backed Gull

MC: 4 (2ad., Ist& 3rd winl.), LCal, date? (DFS); 3, JP, 6 Dec(RM
fide RB); 2 (1st wint.), LCal, date? (AS); 2 (ad, imm.), Rock Falls
(Whiteside Co), 23 Dec—with one ad, still presenton 15 Jan (DW,
EW). Others: 17 Jan (Ist wint.), HL (KM); -8 Jan (Ist wint.),
Wilmette (EW); 31 Jan (ad.), LCal (MHa, WM):; 7 I7eb (2nd win,),
Wauk (JMd).

Black-legged Kittiwake
8 Jan, LChau (*RBj, SC).

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE

2, Carl.L, 22 Bece-21 Feb (*DB, KM, #m.ob.. ph.)—first accepted
state record, but several previous reports. The status of this recent
U.S. colonizer vs. the very similar Ringed Turtle-Dove Kept by
pigeon fanciers has yetto be worked out for Ilinois. See the Fourth
Report of the Hlinois Ornithological Records Committee (M ead-
owlark Vol 7, No. 2: 58) and a future article in Meadowlark.
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Mourning Dove

MC: 350, Sptld, 9 Dec (DB); 350, St. Clair Co, | 7 Dec (KM); 150,
Joliet, 20 Dec (JM); 82, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 3 Jan (ILH);
53, West Frankfort (Franklin Co), 5 Feb (LS1).

astern Screech-Owl
MC: 7, Splld, 21 Dec (DB); 2, Carl.L, 22 Dce (KM).

Great Horned Owl
MC: 13, Spfld, 21 Dece (DB): S, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 3 Jan
(LH).

Snowy Owl

MC: 3, Navy Pier, Chi, 2 Dec (RH); 5 sightings in period, LCal
(JL). Others: 5 Dee, Woodstock (McHenry Co)(DF); 17,23 & 27
Dec, Montrose (JPu); 21 Dec, La Salle Co (C&IMc); 4-13 Jan,
Wauk (AS, DJ).

Barved Owl
MC: 4, Allerton Park (Piatt Co), 13 Dec (KM); 3, Spfld, 29 lan
(DB); 2 wintered, Vermilion Co (JOS).

Long-earcd Owl

MC: 7, sw. Franklin Co, I8 Jan (LSt); 6, Fermi, 19 Feb (RFi, KFi);
5,50.CookCo,4Jan (WS, CT);S5,Carl.L, I-21 Feb(DK); 4, Homer
L (Champaign Co), S Dec (JW, EK, IHn); 3, Sangchris L SP
(Sangamon Co), 23 Feb (DB); 2, so. Cook Co, 7 Dec (AS); 2,
MFWA, | Jan (RC); 2, Winnebago Co, 3 Jan (RMs). Others: 6 &
13 Dec, Lyons Woods (Lake Co)(AS. JMd); 20 Dec, Rend L (KM);
28 Dec, Roscoe (Winnebago Co)(ABo); 31 Jan, LCal (JL); | Feb,
Montrose (JPu)—Ist midwinter record for site; 14 Feb, 1.Chau
(RC).

Pileated Woodpecker. Ryerson Conservation Area. Lake
Cao. 21 Feb. 1998. Photo by Eric Walters. Note: Eric has
been trying 1o get this bird on his Lake County list for a
long time, and finally succeeded!
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Short-cared Owl

MC: 44, PRSNA, |7 Jan (JW). Others: 2 wintered, Glenview
Naval Air Station (Cook Co)(m.ob.); 7 Dec & | Jan (3), La Salle
Co (C&IMce); 13 Dec, IBSP (AS); 1 Jan, MEWA (RC); 10 Jan,
Meigs Field, Chi (BW); 19 Jan, Springbrook Prairic FP (Du Page
Co)(MM); 25 Jan, Will Co (RC); 13 Feb (2), HLL (KM); 28 [Feb,
ke Co (JSw).

Northern Saw-whet Owl

MC: 2, Hazlett SP (Clinton Co), 12-28 Feb (DK). Others: 16-20
Dec, MLATb (RW, EW); | Jan, MTFWA (SB, MW); 29 Jan, Rock-
ford (DW); 'l Feb, Carboudale (Jackson Co)(VL).

Belted Kingfisher

MC: 4, Splid, | Jan (DB); 4. LCal, 21 Feb (IL); 3, Will Co, 20 &
27 Dec (JM), Scatiered reports of singles throughout winter,
including no. countics.

Red-headed Woodpecker

Records away from so. llinois strongholds: 14 Dec (2), Bushnell
(McDonough Co)(LH); 17 Dec, Columbia Woods, Palos (RFi,
[KFi); 21 Dec (2), Sptld (DB); 10 Jan, Starved Rock SP (La Salle
Co)(C&IMc); 24 Jan, Buffulo Rock SP (La Salle Co)(DS); 25 Jan,
Thatcher Woods FP(CookCo)(DIIS); | 3 Feb (pair), Highland Park
(Lake Co)(CFs).

Red-bellied Woodpecker
MC: 20, Spfld, 31 Jan (DB); 12, Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM); &, Thatcher
Woods FP (Cook Co), 25 Jan (DES).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Few reports. Dec (2), Spfid (DB); 6 Dec, Champaign Co (JOS); 7
Dec, Urbana (RC); 1 Jan, St. Mary’s Scminary (Lake Co)(AS): 1
Jan, M.Arb (AS)

Downy Woodpecker

MC: 28, 1 & M Canal (La Salle Co), 28 Dec (DS); 17. Spfld, 10 Jan
(DB); 17, Rend L., 20 Dec (KM); 13, Illinois R valley in Will &
Grundy Cos (Joliet to Morris), 31 Jun (DES); 7, IP, 25 Dec (PC).

Hairy Woodpecker

Few reports. 6, Spfld, 31 Jan (DB); 6, Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM); 4,
Thatcher Woods FP (Cook Co), 25 Jun (DES); pair, DeerG. |8 Dec
(CFs).

Northern Flicker

MC: 15, Spfld, 7 Dec (DB), MidewinPr, 29 Jun (DFS): 6, Lyons
Woods (Lake Co), IS Jan-end of period (SH); 2, Rockford, 3 Jan
(DW); 2 wintered, Greene Valley FP (DuPage Co)(JMd).

Pileated Woodpecker

Records away rom so. THinois: MC: 5, Spfld, 31 Jan (DB). Others:
14 Dec, Adair (Fulton Co)(LH); 16 Dec, Vermilion Co (JOS): 2
Jan, Columbia Woods, Palos (RFi, KFi); 14 Jan, MsPal (EW); 15-
21 Teb (malc), Ryerson CA (Lake Co)(SH, EW, ph.); period,
Severson FP (Winnebago Co)(DW).

Lastern Phoebe¢
LD: 3 Jan, HLCA (fide VK); 14 Dec (2), Spfid (DB). Other: 2 Iieb,
Ouakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co)(KM)—Ilikely wintered.

Loggerhead Shrike

MC: 8, PRSNA, |7 Jan (JW, EK). Others: 8 Dec, Carbondale
(Jackson Co)(KM); 10 Jan, Mason Co (MBD); 19 Jan, Carl.). (KM);
2 TFeb, St. Clair Co (KM).

Northern Shrike

Dec-21 Feb, Winnebago Co (BG,DW); 6 Dec. IBSP (AS); 12 Dec,
Seward (Winncbago Co)(DW); 27 Dec, Braidwood (Will Co)(JM);
27 Dec, Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co)(m.ob.); | Jan, Lockport
Prairic (Will Co)(CA); 10 Jan & 21 TFeb, Spfld (DB); 'l Jun,
MEWA (RC).

Blue Jay
MC: 52, Rend L., 20 Dec (KM); 40, Sprid, 17 Jan (DB3)
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American Crow

MC: 6,500, Elgin (Kane Co), 22 Dec (ILH); 1,750, Evanston, 27
Dec (EW,IE): 1,500, Northern HHinois University campus (DeKalb
Co), 21 Feb (SH); 1,000, St. Clair Co, 17 Jan (KM); 500, Spfld, 27
Jan (DB); 200, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 20 Dec (LH).

Horned Lark

MC: 300, Carl.l., 22 Dec (KM); 150,
Will Co, I Jan (DES); 110, Spfld, 31
Dec (DB). EA: 14 Feb (2), Chi (J1).

Tree Swallow
EA: 28 Feb (3), Mermel L (Massac
Co)(KM).

Black-capped Chickadee

MC: 72, M.Arb, | Jan (DFS); 29,
Spild, 31 Jan (DB). Low numbers
(maximum | 1) reported elsewhere.

Tufted Titmouse

MC: 38, Spfld, 31 Jan (DB); I8,
Carl,L, 22 Dec (KM): 13, Palos, 21
Dec (C1). Others: 20 Jan (3), Green
L IFP (Cook Co)(BES).

Red-breasted Nuthatch

MC: 30, SRSE, 19 Jan (RC); 13,
Gladstone L (Henderson Co), 14 Jan
(AR):; 10, Splld, 2 Dec (DB); &,
M.Atb, 25 Dec (EW). Others: 2-3 in
period, MVSP (MR): 2 wintering,
Vermilion Co (JOS): 2 wintering,
Champaign Co (JOS); 2 wintering,
West Frankfort (Franklin Co)(LSU);
7 Dec-20 Jan, Palatine (Cook
Co)(CFs); 31 Dec
(2), Bushnell(McDonough Co)(LH):
10 Jan, Shabbona L SP (BeKalb
Co)(DS): 24 Jan, Starved Rock SP
(LaSalleCo)(DS); 8 Feb, Ottawa (La
Salle Co)(C&IMc).

White-breasted Nuthatch
MC: 14, Splld. 31 Jan (DB): 7. DeerG,
30 Jan (CFs),

Brown Creeper

MC: 11, DesPlaines R (Cook Co), 21
Dec (DFS): I'l, Wilmington (Will
Co), 27 Dec (CA); 7, Splld, 23 Dec
(DB): 6, Franklin Creek SP (Lee Co),
I Feb(DS); 2, JP, 18 Dec (PC); 2, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 3 Jan
(LI).

Carolina Wren

MC: 13, Spfld, 31 Jan (DB). Others (no. half of state): 4 Dec (2),
Vermilion Co (JOS); Dec-25 Jan, Thatcher Woods TP (Cook
Co)(DFS); 26 Dec, McDonough Co (LH); |.lan (2), Starved Rock
SP (La Salle Co)(C&IMce); 2 Jan, Grundy Co (BIFS); 18 Jan, so.
Cook Co (WM): 14 TFeb, MVSP (MR); 22 Tieb (3), T & M Canal
(county?)(CT).

Hous¢ Wren

MC: 10, HLCA, 3 Jan (fide VK—record CBC high). Others: I3
Dec (2), Rend 1. (1.S1); 23 Bec & 19 Feb, Splld (DB).

Winter Wren

[.D: 4 Dec, Vermilion Co (JOS). Others: 30 Dec, Des Plaines CA
(Will Co)(UM); | Jan, St Mary’s Seminary (Lake CoMAS); 3 Jan,
Winnebago Co (BG); 25 Jan, Palos (RC).

SEDGE WREN
L.D: 19 Dec, Clin.L (*DB, MW, SB).
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Northern Shrike. Braidwood, Will Co. 27 Dec.
1997. This birdwas scenatthe Morris-Wilmington
Christmas Bird Count. Photoby.Joe B. Milosevich.

Varied Thrush. Joliet, Will Co. 23 Dec. 1997,
This bird was counted at the Joliet Christmas
Bird Count. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich.

Marsh Wren
19 Dec, Clin. L (*MBD); 4 Jan, UCCA (fide VK); 19 Jan, Lockport
Prairie (Will Co)(MM).

Golden-crowned Kinglet

MC: 6, Splld, 31 Jan (BB); 3, Wilmington (Will Co), 27 Dec (CA).
Others: 2 wintered, JP (PC); 28 Dec
(2), Chi (AR); I Jan (2), Starved
Rock Sp (La Salle Co)(C&JIMce); 18
lan (2), Zander Woods FP (Cook
Co)(WM); | Feb, Franklin Creek SP
(Lee Co)DS): 28 Feb, Heyworth
(McLean Co)(TBu).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

MC: 45, HI.CA, 3 Jan (lide VK—
record number forthisCBC); 7, Splid,
Dec (DB). Others: 29 Jan-5 Feb,
Rockton (Winnebago Co) (DW); 27
Dec, Wilmington (Will Co)(CA); 20
Dec, Fabyan Woods FP (Kane
Co)(IMd); 20 Dec, Wheaton(DulPage
Co)(EW, RW, m.ob.).

Fastern Blucebird

MC: 6, Spfld, 20 Jan (DB); 6, Gieene
Valley TP (Du Page Co), 19 Jan
(MM); 4, McBonough Co,3Jan (LH).
Others: 12 Dec (3), Barrington (Cook
Co)(CTs); 17 & 20 Dec, Woodslock
(McHenry Co)(DIF); 22 Dec (pair).
DeerG (CEs); 27 Dec (3), Lake Forest
(Lake Co)(RBa et al.); 3 Jan (2), Bu-
recau Co (C&IMce). EA: 24 Jan,
Sangamon Co (DB): 21 Feb (4). Sa-
vanna Army Depot (Jo Daviess
Co)(DFS); 26 & 28 Feb (male),
Montrose (JPu).

Hermit Thrush

MC: 83, UCCA, 4 Jan (lide VK—
record number for this CBC): 7. se
Luke Co. 27 Dec (RBa ¢l al.): 6,
Sptld,2 Dec(DB):4, Urbana, 14 & 20
Dec (RC): 3. Rockford, 13 Dec-23
Jan (BG). Others: 23 Dec-period,
Lincoln Park Zoo, Chi (JPu); | Jan,
St. Mary’s Seminary (Lake Co)
(AS), 20 Jan, Lyons Woods (Lake
Co)(SH); 19 Jan, M.Arb (RFi, KFi):
15-27 Jan, Wolf L (Cook Co)(DFS).

American Robin
MC: 4,500, HI.CA, 3 Jan (fide VK—record high Tor this CBC):
150, DeerG, 18 Dec (CFs); 70, Carl.L, 19 Jan (KM); 25, Spfid, 30
JTan(DB): 25, Palos, 21 Dec (WS); 12,1P, period (PC): [0, Thatcher
Woods IFFP (Cook Co), 25 Jan (DI'S); 10, Homer L (Champaign
Co), 17 Dee (JOS).

VARIED THRUSH

22-23 Dec, Jolict (MHx, #IM, ph.).

Gray Catbird

21 Dec, LaSalle Co(C&JMc); 23 Dec, MLAtb (UG); 23 Bec, Splld
(PB); 7 Jan-24 Feb, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chi(JPu); | Feb, Evanston
(JPo).

Northern Mockingbird

MC: 5, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM); 4, Spfld, 13 Jan (DB); 4, Madison
Co, 20 Dec (FH). Others: 3 Jan, Bushnell (McDonough Co)(LH);
24 Jan, Banner Marsh (Peoria Co)(MR); 2 wintered, MidewinPr
(DES).
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Brown Thrasher
3 Dec, Spfld (DB); 20 Dec, Rend L (KM); 23 Jan, Northbrook
(Cook Co)(MMr); 20 Feb, LCal (DES).

European Starling
MC: 3,500, Madison Co, 20 Dec (FH); 920, Grundy & Will Cos,
2 Jan (DES).

American Pipit

MC: 62, HLCA, 3 Jun (fide VK—record high for this CBC).
®thers: 27 Dec, Techny (Cook Co)(*m.ob.)—near- record late
date Tor no. llinois.

Cedar Waxwing

MC: 150, Splid, 6 Dec (DB); 112, Greene Valley P (Du Page Co),
21 Dec (WM); 100, BeerG, 18 Dec (CFs): S0, Winthrop Harbor
(Lake Co). 17 Jan (EW): 25, SRSE. 13 Dec (KMj; 10+, Du Page
Co, | Jan (RFi, KFi), LD: 6 Bec (3), IP (PC).

’s“ > 5. 3 - L
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Immature male Dickeissel in Evanston backyard, Cook

Orange-crowned Warbler

4 Dec, Wilmette (JK); 21 Dec, Sptid (DB); 27 Bee, Wilmington
(Will Co)(CA, IM); 3 Jan, Rockford (DW); 1_Eeb, Randolph Co
(’*:TD).

NASHVILLE WARBLER
21 Dec, Sptid (VK).

Yellow-rumped Warbler

MC: 50, Cherry Valley (Winnebago Co), 13 Dec (DW); 26,
Decatur (Macon Co), 20 Dec (MD); 7, Splld, 5 Bec (DB); S, St.
Clair Co, 17 Bec (KM); 5, Palos, I8Dec(WS); 5, Barrington (Cook
Co), 12 Dec-21 Feb (CFs—birds feeding on Gray Dogwood
berries); 4, Knox Co, | Jan (PR, AR); 3, Wheaton (Du Page Co),
20 Dec (EW, RW, m, ob.). Other: 28 [Feb, Colfax (McLean
Co)(MR).

Pine Warbler

Wintered in at least 4 so. llinois locations (RD, KM).
PRAIRIE WARLBER

21 Bec, Pope Co (FMBU).

Common Yellowthroat

20 Dec, Winnebago Co (BG); 20 Dece, Decatur (Macon Co)(*MD).
WILSON’S WARBLER

16 & 23 Dec, Spfld (*DB).

YELLOW-BREASTED CHA'T
28 Dec-2 Jﬂ_(culing bees), Palos (niob., ph.).

Co. The bird
remained for two weeks. 18 Nov. 1997. Photo by Eric Walters.

Spotted Towhcee

22 Dec (lemale), Dundee (Kane Co) (¥ RM, LIH)—-same bird as last
year; 27 Dec-24 Jan (female), LChau/Banner Marsh (Pcoria
Co)DB, MR, TBu).

Eastern Towhce
MC: 5, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM). Other (no. IL): Y Nov-26 Dec (al
leeder), Evanston (EW, m.ob.).

American Tree Sparrow

MC: 500+, Urbana, 20 Dcc-22 Feb (RC); 400, PRSNA, 23 Dec
(JW). 270, Spllc, 18 Jan (DB); 250, I.Cal, 23 Jan (DES); 240, La
Salle Co, 14 Dec (C&IMc): 200+, Heyworth (Mcl.can Co), win-
lered (TBu, MFEr); 200, Joliet arca, 20 Dec (JM); 100+, se. Jo
Daviess Co, 15 Jan (EW); 87, LCal, 27 Becc (WM); 85, HL, 25 Jan
(KM): 78, Madison Co, 20 Dec (FH).

Chipping Sparrow

7 Dec, Urbana (DR, TR); 3 Jan, near HLCA (lide
VK):23 Feb, La Salle Co (*JI-1): 25 Feb, St Clair
Co (KM).

Ficeld Sparrow

20 Dec (2), Henderson Co (PR, AR); 1 Jan, M. Arb
(DES); 3 Jan. ncar Kishwaukee R (Ogle Co)(BG);
10 & 16 Jan, Spfld (DB); 1S Jan-6 Feb, Severson
Dells FP (Winnebago Co)}(DW).

Vesper Sparrow
4. sw. Franklin Co, | Jan (LS1).

Savannah Sparrow
MC:30,PRSNA,23Dec(JW), Others: 20 Dec (2).
Urbana (RC): 22 Dec (3), Carl.LL (KM): 23 Jan,
LCal (J1.); 27 Jan, Montrose (JPu).

I.e Contc’s Sparrow

22 Dec (2), Carl.l. (DK, KM); 23 Dec. PRSNA
(IW); 30 Dec, Franklin Co (LSt).

Fox Sparrow

MC: 10, Spfld, 23 Dec (DB). Others: 22 Bec (2),
Carl.LL. (KM); 28-29 Dec (at feeder), Rockford
(DW); 13 Jan, Evanston (JE),

Song Sparrow

MC: 100+, sw. Franklin Co, | Feb (LSt); 43, Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM):
25, Madison Co, 20 Dec (FH); 23, Spfld, 14 Dec (DB). Others: Ist
successlul overwinter, JP (PC); 21 Jan, Bushnell (McDonough
Co)(LLL).

Lincoln’s Sparrow
27 Dee, Wilmington (Will Co)(CA); 21 Jan (probably wintered),
Jackson Co (RD).

Swamp Sparrow

MC: 100, Carl.L, 22 Dec (KM); S, Splld, 17 & 23 Dec (DB); 3,
Bushnell (McDonough Co), 28 Dec (LL). Others: 2 wintered,
GrantP (DFS); 1 Jan, Colfax (McLean Co)(MR); 17 & 20 Jan,
Lincoln Park Zoo, Chi (JPu); 24 Jan, Lockport Prairie (Wil
Co)(IJMd).

White-throated Sparrow

MC: 1500, HLCA, 3 Jan ({ide V K—record high forthis CBC); 35,
Sptld, 1 Jan (DB); 18, Madison Co, 20 Dec (FH); 15 wintered,
Barrington (Cook Co)(CFs); 7 wintered, GrantP (DES); S5, Elgin
(Kanc Co), 22 Dec (LH); 3, CBG, 3 Jan (JMcd); 2, Joliet, 20 Dec
(JM).

Harris’s Sparrow
1.D: 6 Dec (imm.), Urbana (RC).
White-crowned Sparrow

MC: 65, PRSNA, 28 Dec (JW, EK); 50, MidewinPr, 29 Jan (DEFS);
40, Des Plaines CA (Will Co), 30 Dec (IM); 45, Carl.l., 22 Dec
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(KM); 11, Elgin (Kane Co), 6 & 22 Dec (I.LH); 6, Checkrow (Fulton
Co),26 Dec(LH). Others: 20 Dec (3), Joliet (CA); 27 Dec (inm.),
1.Cal (WM); 3 Jan, CBG (JMd); 26 Jan-2 Feb, Lincoln Park Zoo,
Chi (JPu); 10 Feb (4 imm.), Splld (DB); 13 Feb (4 imm.), CBG
(CFs).

Dark-cyed Junco

MC: 200+, Urbana, 6-20 Dcc (RC); 167, Rend L, 20 Dec (KM);
130, inois Rvalley in Will & Grundy Cos (JoliettoMorris)(DES);
120, Spfld, 21 Dec (DB); 100, DeerG, 8 Dec (CFs)

“Oregon Junco™:

MC: 3 (2 male, | female), Banner Marsh (Pcoria Co)(RC). Others:
wintered, Colfax (McLean Co)(MR); Il Jan, MFWA (RC); 4-10
Jan, Shabbona L. SP (DeKalb Co)(DS); I Jan, M.Arb (DES); 2 Dec,
Sangamon Co (DB). Both “Pink-sided” and “White-winged”
Juncos reported, but not documented.

Lapland Longspur

MC: 3,000, McLean Co, 6 Dec (MR); 1,000+, Vermilion Co, 31
Dec (JOS); 1,000, Sangamon Co, 23 Jan (DB); 100°s, Bolingbrook
(Will Co), 24 Jan (JMd); 200, Jackson Co, 21 Jan (RD);
23, Pecatonica (Win- nebago Co), I'l Dec (DW); 10, LChau, 29
Dec (KM); 4, McHenry Co, 26 Bec (RBa); 3, LCal, 15 Dec (DES).

Snow Bunting
MC: 200, McHenry Co, 26 Dec (RBa); 160, Ogle Co, 13 Dec
JOS); 148, La Salle Co, 11 Jan (C&IMc); 100+, Will Co, 24 Jan
(IJMd); 50, Pecatonica (Winnebago Co), 10 Dec (DW); 10, CNC,
23 Jun (CFs); 7, LCal, 10 Jan (AA, WM): 6, Chi (Montrose), 3 Dec
(DFS); 5+, north-central DeWitt Co, |7 Jan (MR): 5, Arrowsmith
(McLean Co), 7 Dec (MR): 2, Logan Co, 19 Jan (RC); 2,
1.Chau, 19 Jan (RC).

Northern Cardinal

MC: 103, Rend 1. 20 Dece (KM); 70. Spild. 21 Dec (1DB);

22, Hlinois R valley in Will & Grundy Cos (Jolict Lo
Morris). 31 Jun (DES)

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK
| Dec (male). Charleston (Coles Co)(BLH),

Indigo Bunting
30 Dec. Franklin Co (LSU: 3 lan. near HLCA (lide VK).

DICKCISSEL
15 Nov-2 Dece (al Teeden . Evanston (BN, "EW. ph.): |
Feb-period. McLean Co (JPe, *MR).

Red-winged Blackbird

MC: 25,000 wintering. La Salle Co (C&IMe): 13,450,
Rend 1, 20 Dec (IKM): 1,600, 1.Cal, 27 Dec (WM): 23,
Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co), 17 Jan (EW): 17, Elgin (Kane
Go), 22 Dec (LH).

Lastern Mceadowlark

MC:300. PRSNA.T7 Jan (JW): 54, Rend 1., 20 Dec (KM):
27.Spkld, 19 Tan (DB); O, Adair (McDonough Co), 14 Dec
(LLI).

Western Meadowlark
4 Jan. UCCA (VK. DB).

Rusty Blackbird

MC: 350+, CONWR. 8 Dec (KM): 200, Spfld. 24 Jan
(DB); 9. MidewinPr. 13 Jan (DES); 5. LChau, 10 Jan
(MD).

Brewer’s Blackbird
D6 Dee, St Clair Co (KM): | Dec (2 at feeder),
Vermilion Co (JOS. ph.).

Common Grackle

Brown-headed Cowbird

MC: 1,700, Rend L., 20 Dec (KM); 350, LCal, 27 Dec (WM); 210,
Hlinois R valley in Will & Grundy Cos (Jolict to Morris), 31 Jan
(DES).

PINE GROSBEAK

20) Dec (pair), Woodstock (McHenry Co)(¥DF).

Purple Finch

MC: 31, Saline Co, 8 Dec (KM, ID); 16, Rockford area, 20 Dec
(DW); 5, Palos, 3 Jan (JMd); 3, MsPal, 15 Jan (EW). Others: 23
Dec, Bloominglon (MIr); 12 Dec, Barrington (Cook Co)(CFys).

House Finch

MC: 630, HLCA, 3.Jan (fide VK—record high lor this CBC); 60),
Spfld, 21 Dec (DB); 50, Barrington (Cook Co), 12 Dec (CFs); S0,
Carl.L, 19 Jan (KM).

Red Crossbill

MC: 20, SRSF, period (MD); 4 (2 males, 2 females; large-headed/
large-billed ruce), Sptld, 15 Jan (DB); 3, Klehm Arboretum
(Winnebago Co), 17 Jan (BG); 2 (pair), Savanna (Carroll Co), 14
Jan (fide EW). Other: 21 Dec- 18 Feb (at feeder), Champaign Co
(JOS, ph.).

White-winged Crossbill

MC: 23-50, Page Park, Rocktord, 7 Dec-30 Jan (DW); 28, M. Arb,
25 Dec (EW, ph,)—25+ still present on 2 Jan; |5, Spfld, 20 Jan
(DB). Others: S Feb (4), McHenry Co backyard, (RBa); [0 & 19
Jan (male), SRSE (MD, RC); 21 Dec (lemale), Acacia Cemetary,
Chi (AS).

MC: 40,000, Washington Co. Tl Dee (JOS): 3.0000 St Female White-winged Crossbill feeding onhemlock seeds at Morton

Clair Co. 16 T'eb (KM),
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Arboretum. DuPage Col. 25 Dec. 1997. Photo by Eric Walters.
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Trumpeter Swans. Sangamon/Maontgomery County. Line, 1L. 20 Feb. 1998.
Phaoto by Dennis Ochmke.

Common Redpoll

MC: 38, CBG, 28 Bec (AS); 22, Skokie
(Cook Co), 27 Dec (JK). Others: 7-14 Bec
(3), La Salle Co (C&JMc); 9 Dec+ (al
feeder), Bulfulo Grove (Cook Co)(DJ): 25
Pece (al feeder), Rocklford (DW); 27 Pec
(2), Grundy Co (JM); 17 Jan, Clin,L (RC);
31 Jan (3), Rockford (BG); 22 Feb, LCal
(WM, RMr).

Pince Siskin

MC: 1004, Allerton Park (Piatt Co), 3 Jan
(MD); 80, Bu Page Co (backyard), I Jan
(RFi, KFi); 75, Grundy Co, 27 Bec (JM):

70, Spfld, 2 Jan (DB); 50 wintered, Urbana
(RC):; 38, Franklin Co, | Dec (LSy; 31,
Rend L, 20 Bec (KM); 25, Carl.L, 19 Jan
(KM); 16,Elgin (Kane Co),22 Bec(LH);7,
MsPal, 15 Jan (EW); 6 wintered, Rockford
(DW): 4, Starved Rock SP (La Salle Co), |
Jan (C&JMc); 3 wintered (at feeder),
Barrington (Cook Co)(TBe, CFs).

American Goldtinch

MC: 250, Carl.L, 19 Jan (KM): 95, 1.Cal.,
23 Jan (DFS); 56, Spfld, 28 Bec (DB); 48,
MsPal, 15 Jan (EW); 42, Madison Co, 20
Dec (FH).

Evening Grosbeak
5. Saline Co, 8 Dec (KM, JD): 14 Dec.
Urbana (RC).

House Sparrow
MC: 200, Vermilion Co, period (JOS): 139,
Evanston. 27 Dec (EW. JE).

Eurasian Tree Sparrow

MC: 79+, Browning . 1S Feb (LH): 45,
Madison Co,20Dec (FHy: T4, Spitd. 31 Jun
(DB); 8. Fulton Co. 30 Dec (KM). Others:
17 Jan, Farmer City (DeWill Co)(*MR).

EXOTICS/RELEASED SPECIES:
Trumpeter Swan

Wing-tagged bird i Vermilion Co. I8 Dec
(JOS): 6 (4 ad, 2 imm--3 with green neck
bands), Sangamon Co line, 13 Feb (BB); 9,
Carl.L. 12 Feb (DK).

SPECIAL NOTE

OF THANKS AND WELCOME:
Robert Danley has moved from linois
Lo pursue ornithological studies in west-
ern North America. We thank him tor his
many years ol service compiling and
writing the Winter Field Notes for the
State of Hlinots.

We welcome anew Winter Field Notes
Editor, Kelly McKay, who has 20 years
of birding experience as well as field
ornithology studies work with the Tlli-
nois Natural History Survey.

The Illinois Ornithological Society gratefully acknowledges the following
supporters and contributors for their generous donations and support.

Supporters ($100 - $500)

e Mrs. Clayton H. Banzhaf ¢« Mr. & Mrs. Rex J. Bates « Denis M. Bohm ¢
* Decatur Audubon Society ¢ Dinah Dyer & Herb Wisch ¢ Elisabeth O. Farwell ¢
e Parker Hall ¢ David B. Johnson ¢ R. David Johnson ¢ Steven Mlodinow e
* Wilbur & Baiba Rosenkranz ¢ Marsha Steffen ¢ Douglas Stotz & Francie Muraski—Stotz ¢
e Muriel Smith ¢ Paul F. Sullivan & Marsha Dittmer ¢ Lynne N. Tamura ¢ David Willard ¢

Contributors ($50 - $99)

William H. Atwood * Renee Baade * Ann Bothe * David Brenner
Marci Buettgen & Don Klimovich ¢ Florence Burek » Marilyn F. Campbell « Elizabeth L. Chato
Paul R. Clyne ¢ Evanston North Shore Bird Club ¢ Mrs. Erica Friederici » J.Patrick Graham
Philip Haebler/The Upstart Crow » George & Mary Halaby « Mary Ann Harrison ¢ Roger E.
Hotham Craig Jobson ¢ R. Laegeler « Marjorie Lundy & Family * Martha Marks ¢ Alex & Marilyn
Meloy Kristin & Roger Miller « Kay Morgan ¢ North Central [llinois Ornithological Society
Sebastian T. Patti » Karen Rodemaker « Harriet W. Rylaarsdam ¢ Roger and Dana Rzepka
Joe Suchecki * M.A. & M.S. Traylor « Robert Whelan Family ¢ Jack & Betty Wier
Wildlite Rescue and Rehabilitation ¢ Daniel & Barbara Williams
Sinclair Winton « The World Cate/Vernon and Linda La Via
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SEND SEASONAL REPORTS TO:

Winter Field Notes Duc by 7 March 1999.
(1 December through 28 February)
Send to: Kelly McKay
420 First Ave., PO Box 452
Hampton, IL 61256-0452

Spring Ficld Notes Due by 7 June
(1 March through 31 May)
Send to: Paul R. Clyne
5538 S. Blackstone Ave.
Chicago, 1L 60637

Breeding Scason Field Notes Due by 7 August
(I June through 31 July)
Send to: Vernon Kleen
1linois Department of Natural Resources,
Natural Heritage Division
524 S. Second St.
Springtield, IL 62701

Fall Season Field Notes Due by 7 December
(1 August through 30 November)
Send to: Robert Chapel
306 _ West California
Urbana, IL 61801

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Members of the Tllinois Ornithological Society re-

ceive Meadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings Over

The Prairie, the TOS newsletter. Members are also invited
to special field trips, the annual meeting, and other 10S
functions.

Tojoinorsenda gift subscription, sendyourname or
that of the gift recipient, address, and telephone number

along with fee to:

[0S: P.O. Box 931
Lake Forest, IL 60045

Fees: Individual $20; Family $30);
Full-time student $10; Contributor $50 - $99;
Supporter $100 - $499; Sponsor $500).
Back issues of Volume 2, 3, 4, and 5 are still
available for $5 cach. Some back issues of
Volume | are also available at $6 cach.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

T We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and illus-
trations for possible publication in Meadowlark.

T Atticle topics include unusual bird sightings and
nesting accounts, technical papers on bird research, and
otherarticles such as bird finding guides and field identi-
fication tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered.

T Manuscripts should be typewritten or computer-
generated, double spaced and on only one side of num-
bered pages. Please send two copies of your manuscript
and make sure you keep another for yourself.

T If you are able, submit a computer disc in ascii
file or for Word Perfect.

T We prefer clear black and white or color print
photographs. Color slides may also be acceptable.

T Include name, address, and day and night time
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about your
qualifications and background is also helpful.

T We reserve the right to review and edit articles

according to style, grammar, accuracy, and readability.
#3 Send articles, photographs, and inquiries to:

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor
967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060

c-mail address: sdevore @ais.net
#0 Pen and ink drawings are also accepted
Contact:

Denis Kania, 1536 Preston Road
Naperville, IL 60563

Springhouse begins where the
travel brochures leave off.

Read about the real Southern Illinois:
History, felldore, humor, recipes, and letters-
always plenty of letters.

One-year subscription (6 issues) $25.00

Springhouse

P.O. Box 61 ¢ Herod, 1L 62947
Tel. No. (618) 252-3341




A4 Count in [llinois? You bet!

Yellow-breasted Chat on d Christmas Bir
Sec inside for details on this Hllinois CBC first.
mber 1997 by Joe B. Milosevich at the

Photo taken on 31 Dece
er in Cook County, fllinois.

Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Cent




